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Squad returns goal-scoring trio of Martin Clayes, Lars Pottgiesser and Sean Birrell; team looks to match 2003’s 20-1 record

Chris Waller/Index
Freshman Matt Taylor saves the ball in a scrimmage against William Penn University (Kan.) Thursday. After missing the playoffs
in 2004, the Bulldogs look to make a return to the post season for the fifth time in nine years.
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Skoch arrives after assisting at Central Oklahoma in 2003 and Div. I Mississippi State in 2004; will lead 2004 NCAA runners-up
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coach the Div. IIʼs national runners-up.
After high school, Skoch
played on several club teams,
including those at Penn St. University, University of Memphis
and Oklahoma St. University.
He has also coached various club teams and a Stillwater
(Okla.) high school.
In 2003, he was an assistant
coach at Central Oklahoma, as
they went 23-7 in the Lone Star
Conference. Then, in 2004, he
was going to take over a fledging
program at a nearby high school,
but received an e-mail from the
current Mississippi St. assistant
coach.
“I would see him periodically
at tournaments during recruiting
season,” Skoch said. “He and I
were both coaching club teams,
and we would always talk about
strategy and volleyball whenever we saw each other. He took a
position at Rice University and
recommended me for the job at
MSU.”

Skoch soon discovered the
battleground that is Southeastern Conference (SEC) volleyball.
“The SEC is the No. 2 athletic conference in the country,” he
said. “The best Div. I players in
the country play here. There are
girls that can jump to 10 feet,
10 feet three inches, 10 feet four
inches down there.”
The Bulldogs were often
SEC bottom-feeders, finishing
3-23 in 2003. The next season
proved to be different. With
Skoch calling the serves, the
Bulldogs ranked first in the SEC
with 1.94 service aces per game,
en route to winning five conference matches and 14 overall.
The five SEC victories tied
the Mississipi State school record, while the 11-win improvement also matched the best one
season improvement in school
history.
“All three coaches worked as
a team,” MSU head coach Tina
Seals said. “Jason [did a great
job] on calling serves and also

helped with the middles and the State University and Pittsburg
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Skoch focuses on different parts
of the game.
“Heʼs a lot more intense,”
Remley said. “He demands a
lot more physically than Qi did
in practice. Itʼs something that
I think we needed. Heʼs also
helped to improve our defense
over last season, and heʼs worked
with the middles with transitioning and becoming more a part of
the offense.”
His attitude is also completely
different than Qiʼs. Wang wasnʼt
a coach who gave out multiple
compliments.
“[Skoch] has been very, very
positive,” Remley said. “Heʼll
get on us when weʼre lazy, but if
we are doing something wrong,
he doesnʼt yell. Instead, he tries
to change things to make them
better.”
Skoch also surprised the team
with a recent trip to Lake St.
Louis on Aug. 14, a tactic Wang
never used during his four-year
tenure as head coach.
After a week of three-a-day
practices, Skoch felt the players

needed a day off to relax. The
players enjoyed the break.
“It was really nice to get
away from Kirksville, and more
importantly, the gym for a day,”
Remley said. “The weather could
have been better, but it was still
a lot of fun.”
Now, the ʼDogs are back in
the gym and gearing for their
first test, the preseason tournament that features multiple
ranked teams, including No. 4
University of Minnesota-Duluth
and Wangʼs Northern Michigan.
The team, though, shouldnʼt
be judged in the early matches.
Instead, Skochʼs system and his
players will face their test in November.
“Our focus is the final result,” Wackerman said. “We
want to improve every game and
win conference, the conference
championship and ultimately
win the national championship.”
The decision in April was
simple. The goals are simple.
And now, simply put, the Jason Skoch era begins.
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