
7-Layer Dip
1 can refried beans
1 8 oz. container sour cream
1 1/2 cups salsa
1 medium tomato
3 cups shredded cheddar cheese
1 small can sliced black olives
1 small red onion

Spread refried beans evenly in a 9-by-12 inch dish. Layer on the sour cream 
next and then add about 1 1/2 cups salsa (enough to cover sour cream even-
ly). Dice one medium tomato and spread evenly on top of the salsa. Add one 
small can of sliced black olives and chopped red onion sparingly if desired. 
Lastly, sprinkle about three cups of shredded cheddar cheese as the last layer. 
Feel free to exclude any undesired layers to taste. Any number of combina-
tions can be a tasty treat with tortilla chips or crackers.

Makes a perfect appetizer for about six or seven people.

Make a bite, take a bite

Source: Brenda DeGonia
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Kohlenberg Lyceum Event
The Nebraska Theatre Caravan will 
present “A Christmas Carol” at 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday in Baldwin Auditorium. 
Visit lyceum.truman.edu for more 
information.

Texas Hold ’Em
The Student Activities Board will spon-
sor Texas Hold ’Em poker at 1 p.m. 
Saturday in the SUB Activities Room. 
The Grand Prize is 200 Pro Clay casino 
chips with aluminum case, and fi rst 
and second runner-up prizes also will 
be awarded. Entry is free for Truman 
students.

Holiday Lights
Students can enjoy hot chocolate, 
cappuccino and cookies while listening 
to the music of True Men, Minor Detail 
and Unique Ensemble at 9:30 p.m. 
Tuesday at Kirk Memorial. This event is 
free to all Truman students. 

Ryle Holiday Market
Alpha Sigma Gamma Service Sorority 
and the Residential College Program 
present the Ryle Holiday Market to 
benefi t Victim Support Services from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday in the Ryle 
Hall Main Lounge. 

Local 

Holiday Home Tour
There will be a holiday home tour 
from 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday begin-
ning at the Kirksville Senior Living 
Campus at 500 S. Osteopathy St. 
Contact the Kirksville Chamber of 
Commerce for more information.

Concerts
Yodeler, Songwriter, Rancher
The Missouri Livestock Symposium 
will sponsor Wylie Gustafson leading 
the band Wylie and the Wild West at 
7:30 p.m. Saturday at the Kirksville 
Middle School. Tickets are $10. Call 
665-9866 for more information.

For answers to the Dec. 1 Super Crossword puzzle, visit www.trumanindex.com.

AROUND 
THE ‘VILLE

“Mad Hot Ballroom”
Starring: The fi fth graders of 

P.S. 150, P.S. 115 and P.S. 112
Director: Marilyn Agrelo

Length:  105 minutes
Genre:  Documentary
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DVD Review
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Man  
left foot 

Waltz

Fifth graders 
rumba, swingBegin here 

Woman 
right foot 

How to

Source: http://www.dancetv.com

Sara DeGonia
Assistant Features Editor

 
It’s comparable to two hours of playing with 

a box of fl uffy kittens. 
It only takes an ounce of affection – merely a 

heart the size of Mr. Grinch’s pre-growth – to re-
act in the following manner: “Awwww. They’re 
sooo cute.”

And the children of the featured New York 
City elementary schools are in fact completely 
adorable. But the documentary “Mad Hot Ball-
room” isn’t about the charm and loveliness of 
dozens of fi fth graders. It’s about their participa-
tion in a mandatory ballroom dancing program.

The 10-week program is taught by the 
nonprofi t organization American Ballroom 
Theater’s Dancing Classrooms, which instructs 
11-year-olds at more than 60 New York schools, 
according to Paramount’s “Mad Hot Ballroom” 
official movie site.

The students learn a variety of dance styles, 
including merengue, rumba, tango, foxtrot and 
swing dancing. 

At fi rst it seems unlikely that a bunch of 
socially awkward, pre-pubescent, gangly kids 

could succeed at such a feat. Not to mention that 
each dance uses boy-girl partnering. But miracu-
lously this seems a complete nonissue: Perhaps 
the students are young enough not to care.

Furthermore, there must have been clever ed-
iting because the documentary includes a serious 
lack of complaint from the students. One boy 
casually mentions he dislikes ballroom dancing. 
But for the most part, the kids seem happy as 
clams to be recipients of free dance lessons.

Here’s where the added bonus social com-
mentary comes in. And why shouldn’t it? Most 
of the 11-year-olds are inner-city darlings who 
look forward to little and often resign them-
selves to a sad fate they think is sure to sneak up 
on them. A few of them are interviewed and give 
astoundingly mature and poignant opinions on 
their social situations and future prospects. 

So what could be better than these kids 
fi nding a little bit of deserved enjoyment in the 
classy sport?

Now, the lessons do not end abruptly after 10 
weeks, but rather the hard work and careful con-
centration culminates in a citywide competition: 
the Rainbow Team Matches. Each qualifying 
team submits fi ve couples for each of the fi ve 
dances, as well as an alternate couple who must 
know all fi ve dances.

Viewers of “Mad Hot Ballroom” can’t help 
but form attachments to the endearing person-
alities who struggle to improve their dancing 
skills with every passing week. From Tara – the 
spunky, dirty blonde-haired girl who thinks she’s 
destined to sing, act and dance – to Wilson, the 
doe-eyed sweetie who speaks little English but 
dances like a pro – each child has an addictive 
character that’s hard to come by.

Their teachers have unending encourage-
ment to offer, and it shows as each fi fth grader 
strives to make his or her dance steps just a little 
bit crisper and a little bit cleaner.

Of course, the true advantage of the young 
age of the competitors is that at the end of the 
day they just want to have fun. 

They certainly care about the success of their 
teammates, and each of the chosen fi ve couples 
sincerely hopes to aid their team in achieving 
victory, but they’re only 11 years old. Merely 
participating in the competition is award enough 
for many of the students.

The cinematography is simply perfect al-
though the natural stardom of the featured youths 
truly makes the movie.

Bottom Line: “Mad Hot Ballroom” is the 
perfect upbeat DVD rental. For any time of day 
and any time of year, it’s an endearing story of a 
troop of underprivileged kids feeling privileged 
to compete in their new favorite hobby.
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