Thursday, November 10, 2005

Index

15

Former rebel

aspires to learn

Middle-aged, formerly
homeless student uses
experience in school

Alicia Collins
Staff Reporter

Senior Austin Roewe is a
nontraditional student in every
sense of the word.

He was homeless for the ma-
jority of a 15-year span after
dropping out of high school on
his 16th birthday. Roewe is now
37 years old and will graduate
in December.

“I dropped out because I hat-
ed school for the most part,” he
said. “I thought it was more of
a tool for socialization than for
acquiring knowledge.”

Roewe said that before he
dropped out of school, he was
expelled in seventh and eighth
grades but made significant
progress during his freshman
year of high school.

“I was a serious rebel from
the time I was 12 on, but since
I happened to be a ward of the
state and in a group home in
Columbia, dropping out just
seemed to be the natural pro-
gression,” he said.

After Roewe dropped out,
his father would not allow him
to live at home, so after unsuc-
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Students will chew on ideas
over Sodexho catering next
Monday.

Professors and students will
hash out topics ranging from eth-
ics to Jayhawk fan angst during
the Night of Great Conversations
on Monday.

The activity is free to students
and provides them with an oppor-
tunity to interact with professors
outside the classroom, said Marty
Eisenberg, associate vice president
for academic affairs and dean of
the Residential College Program,
which sponsors the event.

cessfully attempting to live with
his mother, he ended up between
homes, Roewe said.

“l squatted a vacant dor-
mitory at Stephens College
for a couple months,” he said.
“After that I went on the road
for a while, traveling to Boul-
der, Colo., where I camped out
around the city.”

to his family and he probably
would not have gotten this far
without them.

“l think most people who
have lived the life I have either
die doing it, end up in prison or
are so hopelessly down and out
on drugs and alcohol that they
never return to anything that

offers success,” he
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spent the next 15
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years doing random “Austin is the opportunity in 2001
jobs and staying most intriguing to enroll in a Voca-
anywhere he could. person I've tional  Rehabilita-
From 16 to 22, he tion program, which
worked  season- ever met. aids people who are

ally on his father’s You just can’t not meeting their
farm, and between ; employment po-
23 and 30 he lived  COMPAr€ NMTO i Roewe said
in California, Ha- anyone. he then attended

waii, New Mexico,

Moberly Area Com-

Oregon, Missouri Nicki Hammond munity College for

and all points in Kirksville Resident two years before

between. transferring to Tru-
“I had reached man.

a low point in my
life, ... decided that I might
as well do whatever I wanted
or was afraid to do, even if it
killed me,” he said. “In short,
I’ve hitchhiked through at least
40 states, ridden over 6,000
miles on freight trains and lived
for short periods hovelled on
the streets of major cities in the
U.S.”

Roewe said he owes a lot

“Without this as-
sistance I never would have de-
veloped a desire to excel in aca-
demics,” he said. “I originally
wanted to teach, possibly at the
college level. ... I just know that
I want to help make the world a
better place.”

Roewe said he now runs
a fencing business out of his
home and also helps with his
father’s farm.

He said he thinks the Univer-
sity community is accepting, de-
spite his nontraditional status.

“Some people are a little un-
comfortable with it, but I feel I
have a lot to offer, and I think
people appreciate a different
point of view from their own,”
he said.

Roewe said his family has
helped him tremendously, but
Barbara Price, associate profes-
sor of English education, has in-
spired him to become a teacher
as well.

“One of the things that im-
presses me about Austin is how
willing he is to examine him-

self, to examine his work and
just the effort he is willing to
expend to improve the quality
of his work,” Price said. “He
takes suggestion and criticism
very well and is very diligent in
applying the suggestions to his
work.”

Roewe was a member of her
American Literature course, and
his presence was noticed among
all the students, Price said.

“He brought a welcome per-
spective to my lit class,” she
said. “... He brought a different
way of seeing things that was
formed by the things he has ex-
perienced in his life.”
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Senior Austin Roewe sits in his French class Monday afternoon. He said he plans to graduate

in December after many life challenges. He said he has hitchhiked through at least 40 states,
ridden more than 6,000 miles on freight trains and lived on the streets of major U.S. cities.

Roewe said another impor-
tant aspect of his life right now
is his girlfriend of nearly a year,
Nicki Hammond.

“Austin is the most intrigu-
ing person I’ve ever met,” Ham-
mond said. “You just can’t com-
pare anyone to him.”

Hammond said she thinks

everything Roewe has gone
through has made him a stron-
ger person.
“He’s resilient,” she said.
. Austin can see things in
everyday life for what they are
because he has a deeper under-
standing of his surroundings
than the average person.”
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and faculty will converse at an annual dinner

“The point of any great conver-
sation is to create an opportunity
for students, faculty and staff to
interact in a less formal, more ca-
sual way than the traditional class-
room,” Eisenberg said. “The logic
is that we have a great deal of dif-
ficulty sitting down and talking
with people when we just throw
people together, when we don’t
have something in common. The
question, idea or topic for a con-
versation at least gives a starting
point that for a group of individu-
als that don’t know each other.”

David Gillette, professor of
economics, said he thinks the
event enriches students.

“They seem very appreciative

to sit down and just have a discus-
sion,” Gillette said. “This venue
of having dinner with a professor
provides them the op-

to focus on this topic because
I’'m chairing the vision commit-
tee of Student Senate and want
to get a feeling
about what other

portunity to do that.”
Senior Robert
Kelchen said that
Monday will be the
third time he has at-
tended Great Conver-
sations. The topic he
will attend is, “Are
Truman students over-
worked, or is that the
price they pay for a

“It's nice to
have a longer
conversation

about an issue.”

Robert Kelchen
Senior

students  think,”
Kelchen said.

The event ex-
poses students to
a different side of
professors they
normally  might
not see in the
classroom, Eisen-
berg said.

quality education?”

“I usually go for
something I have a feeling
about, but this semester I wanted

“I think one of
the benefits of it
allows students to see faculty
beyond the narrow bands that

they see faculty in and learn
about some of those broader
interests that they have,” Eisen-
berg said.

Students enjoy this opportunity
to interact outside of their normal
acquaintances, Kelchen said.

“It’s nice to have a longer
conversation about an issue that
you really wouldn’t have time
for in the classroom,” Kelchen
said. “A lot of these people I
never would have met otherwise
because they’re freshmen and
sophomores.”

Topics for these conversations
are generated jointly by profes-
sors, students and RCP, Eisen-
berg said.

“After a Great Conversation,
I’ll generally e-mail all the student
participants and ask them to tell
me what faculty they’d like to see
at a Great Conversation, would
they like to have a meal with and
if they have any questions or top-
ics they’d like to see,” Eisenberg
said. “I can tell you that over the
years that just because there’s de-
mand for a topic one year doesn’t
mean there will be demand the
next time.”

Gillette said this activity does
not take away from students’
time.

“I mean, they all have to eat
dinner so it’s really not extra time
out of their schedule,” he said.

Classifieds s

For Rent: One-bedroom fur-
nished apartment two blocks
from Truman campus. Off-street
parking. Available in January.
Call 660-488-6465 for more
information.

For Rent: Extremely nice mod-
ern two- and three-bedroom
apartments available for May
leases. Numerous features
include a walk-in master bed-
room closet, washer and dryer
in the apartment, built-in
dishwasher, disposal, self-
cleaning electric range, refrig-
erator, fully carpeted, window
blind accompaniments, central
heat and air-conditioning, plus
many other conveniences and
amenities. Call 665-7770,
665-2085, or 626-7695 for
more information.

For Rent: One-, two-, three-,
four-, five-, six- and seven-bed-
room apartments and houses.
Most close to campus. May and
August leases. Call 216-1179 for
more information.

For Rent: Now taking applica-
tions for Boardwalk, Park Place,
Water Works, States Ave, Virginia
Ave., and St. James Place Apart-
ments. Several two-, three- and
four-bedroom units available.
Call Four Horizons Realty, Inc. at
665-3400 or visit 703 N. Marion
St. for more information.

For Rent: Apartments for rent.
www.pinkrentals.com. Most
located across the street from
Truman. Available now, May and
August.

For Rent: New listing! Incredibly
spacious three-, four- and five-bed-
room houses. All new appliances.
Deck to enjoy. Walking distance to
campus. Call 665-3779 for more
information.

For Rent: Spacious one- and two-
bedroom apartment with some
utilities included. Pets welcome. Call
665-3779 for more information.

For Rent: Four- to five-bedroom
houses for rent. Big rooms. May/
June leases. Central air/ high ef-
ficiency furnaces. Two full bath-
rooms. Washer/dryer. Call 660-
216-7144 (owner/agent) for more
information.

For Rent: Biston, Karlton, Jeffer-
son Apartments. Now renting for
January 2006. Studios for $300

a month with all utilities paid.
Heat, water, trash, electric, cable
TV, wireless Internet. One-bed-
rooms for $325 per month. Onsite
laundry. Call 627-1400 or www.
kirksvilleapartments.com for more
information.

For Rent: Large three-bedroom, two
full bath house. Three blocks from
campus. Off-street parking, W/D in-
cluded. Available May 2006. $600
per month. Call Jeff Behrmann,
owner-agent, at 626-7598 for more
information.

For Rent: Large two-bedroom
duplex, two blocks from campus.
Off-street parking, hardwood floors,
W/D included, Available June 2006.
$525/month. Call Jeff Behrmann,
owner-agent, at 626-7598 for more
information.

For Rent: Studio. $300/month
all utilities paid. Heat, water,
trash, electric, wireless Internet.

Three blocks from Truman cam-
pus, close to downtown. On-site
laundry. Call 627-1400 or www.
kirksvilleapartments.com.

For Rent: Large downtown loft
apartment with hardwood floors.
Close to Truman campus, KCOM.
Total electric, central air, washer
and dryer. $500/month. Call
660-627-1400 or www.kirksvil-
leapartments.com.

For Rent: One-bedroom apart-
ment with refrigerator and stove.
No pets. No parties. Lease/de-
posit $225. Near Truman. Off-
street parking. Call 665-6884 for
more information.

For Rent: Three-bedroom house,
two blocks from campus. Avail-
able January through May 2006.
Newly remodeled, central air,
high-efficiency furnace, stove,
refrigerator, W/D hookups, off-
street parking. $695/month. Call
341-5014 for more information.

For Sale: Antique furniture, glass-
ware, dishes, jewelry, kitchenware,
beautiful artificial flower arrange-
ments. Hope to see you at the Mil-
lard Village Flea Market. Five miles
south of Kirksville on Hwy 63.

Wanted: Female Models Needed.
Local amateur photographer with
collection of antique lenses and
cameras needs models. No experi-
ence required, variety of looks is
acceptable, preferably ages 17-30,
non-commercial use. For more in-
formation, www.richardrankin.com.

Announcement: DON'T WASTE
YOUR LIFE. “For what will it profit
a man if he gains the whole
world, and loses his own soul?”
Mark 8:36. College Bible Study.
5:30 p.m. Sundays at 803 S.
Fifth St. Call 665-7609 for more
information.

Announcement: Monday Night
Football Special. Dirty Things
Laundry. 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Buy one
wash, get one free. Located behind
Patty’s Bookstore.

Announcement: Reserve your
Spring 2006 books at Patty’s. The
right books at the right time at the
right price.

Announcement: Miss your mom
and your laundry service? Try Dirty
Things Drop Off Service. Dirty
Things Laundry Lounge. 105 E.
Filmore (Behind Patty’s Bookstore).

Announcement: Kirksville Dharma.
Buddhist interest, discussion and
meditation group. Meet people.
Find peace. Connect with spiritual-
ity. All denominations welcome.

8 p.m. Sundays at 501 S. Hal-
liburton. Contact Marc Rice at
mrice@truman.edu.

Fundraiser: $600 Group Fundraiser
Bonus. Four hours of your group’s
time PLUS our free (yes, free) fund-
raising programs EQUALS $1,000 to
$3,000 in earnings for your group.
Call TODAY for up to $600 in bonus-
es when you schedule your fundrais-
er with CampusFundraiser. Contact
CampusFundraiser at 888-923-3238

or visit www.campusfundraiser.
com for more information.

Fundraiser: Fundraiser for Dr.
Gruber Scholarship. Nov. 10
through Nov. 12. Buy books for
$1 each; all proceeds go to the
scholarship fund. Located in the
Student Union Building across
from Mainstreet Market.

Employment: Now hiring day and
evening shifts. Envoy Division of
Maritz Marketing Research. 2815
N Baltimore St. Kirksville, Mo.
63501. Paid training. Pleasant
smoke-free working environ-
ment. Part-time work. No selling
involved. Scripted customer
satisfaction surveys. Part-time
employees eligible for paid time
off. $7 per hour. Requires: Typ-
ing/computer skills, verbatim
reading, able to follow directions,
average command of English lan-
guage. Interviewing Wednesdays
at Job Service. 1 to 4 p.m./MACC
Campus. Or to schedule an inter-
view call 626-1500.

Spring Break: Spring Break
2006 with Student Travel Servic-
es to Jamaica, Mexico, Bahamas
and Florida. Are you connected?
Sell Trips, Earn Cash and Travel
Free! Call for group discounts.
Info/reservations 800-648-4849
or www.ststravel.com for more
information.

Interested in placing a classified advertisement in the Index?

Call 660-785-4319 for more information.




