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Last week Truman showcased new tal-
ents at the 2005 New Music Festival.  

Sigma Alpha Iota, Phi Mu Alpha and the 
Mostly Live Composers Society worked 
together to host two days of new music and 
compositions for audiences Oct. 27 and 28.  

“It’s pretty much a celebration of new 
music that’s come about,” said senior Loren 
Berry, committee chairwoman for SAI. “We 
bring in a composer, and they premiere their 
new music. Along with that, we bring in oth-
er new music by other composers and also by 
local professors.”  

The New Music Festival is the only event 
where all three groups work together.  

“I think this is a good way to bring all 
the University ensembles together because 
we had the orchestra along with the wind 
symphony, Cantoria, professors performing 
solo pieces and smaller ensembles perform-
ing,” Berry said. “So not only was it a way to 
present this new music, but it’s also a way to 
bring the ensembles together.”    

The featured composer at the festival 
was Paul Hayden, winner of the interna-
tional 2005 Truman State Macro Analysis 
Creative Reasearch Organization Compo-
sition Competition.  

Entries for the competition were submit-

Group’s banner was allegedly 
stolen from the library wall 
during midterm break
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An organization’s banner allegedly 
was stolen from the columns of Pickler 
Memorial Library during midterm break. 

The banner belonged to SEEC. 
Alumna Mona Leiter, who helps ad-
vise SEEC, said the group was sur-
prised such a theft would happen at 
Truman. She said the banner cost the 
group about $110.

“It kind of surprised us that there 
would be that level of prank or what-
ever from this campus because these 
banners are up all throughout the 
year,” Leiter said. “We never imag-
ined someone would try to destroy it 
or take it, or we wouldn’t have put out 
that much money for it.”

Jim Kelly, faculty adviser to SEEC, said 
he was unsure why the banner was stolen.

“It could just have been a random act 
of vandalism,” Kelly said. “... I don’t 
want to speculate that it was the message 
that caused people to be upset by it.”

On the other hand, Leiter said she 
thinks the message was the reason the 
banner was stolen.

She said the banner was a white, wa-
terproof canvas with 16-inch purple let-
ters that said, Don’t waste your life,” and 
smaller black letters displaying the Bible 
verse Matthew 16:26. She said the banner  
was manufactured at the Slaughter Print-
ing Co. in Kirksville.

Leiter said organizations’ banners 
can be displayed only for a two-week 
maximum, and SEEC’s two weeks al-
most were finished. 

Roddy Grahlen, a Physical Plant 
groundskeeper in charge of hanging 
the banners and taking them down, 
said the banner was supposed to be 
taken down Oct. 19. 

 Grahlen said he noticed the ban-
ner was missing Oct. 18 and found the 
only things left were the metal rings 
attached to the four corners of the 
banner. He said it might have taken 
more than one person to rip the ban-
ner from the metal rings.

Rosana Lebron, the SEEC member 
responsible for displaying the banner, 
said she noticed the banner was gone 
Oct. 19 and went to the Center for 
Student Involvement office to see if 
it was in the organization’s box, but it 
was not there. 

Lebron said she checked again Oct. 20 
and was told by CSI to go to the Physical 
Plant department. Lebron said the Physi-
cal Plant sent her to the groundskeepers’ 
offi ce to talk with Grahlen, who told her 
the banner had been stolen. She said she 
called the Department of Public Safety, 
but they told her someone already had 
reported the theft.

Leiter said they would not press charg-
es against the thief if the banner is found.

“We don’t have any desire really 
for any kind of harm to come to the 
person,” Leiter said. “We’d just like 
to have the banner back.”

Kelly said alumnus Dan Sem ap-
proached him two years ago, when 
Sem was a junior, with the desire to 
start an organization that would evan-
gelize Truman’s campus. 

Kelly said the organization’s main 
goal is to encourage Christians to 
obey the Scriptures.

“They try to exhort Christians to 
live the Christian life and to evan-
gelize those who are not Christian,” 
Kelly said. “And they do that primar-
ily through the distribution of free 
Christian materials.”

The festival was made possible with the support 
of the Cultural Services of the French Embassy 
and the French Ministry of Culture (CNC), the 
Florence Gould Foundation, the Grand Mar-
nier Foundation, the Franco-American Cultural 
Fund, and the Truman State University Divisions 
of Fine Arts, Language and Literature, Social 
Science, and the Education, and the Offi ce of the 
Vice President for Academic Affairs.
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Plans have not yet been 
fi nalized for construction of 
a new communication wing
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Media students might fi nd them-
selves walking a bit farther home than 
usual next year. 

University offi cials decided last se-
mester that the Student Media Center did 
not fi t into plans for renovations of the 
Student Union Building and would have 
to be relocated. 

Heinz Woehlk, dean of langauage and 
literature, announced at the end of last se-
mester that Barnett Hall will be the new lo-
cation for the communication department, 
which will include a new media center. 
Renovation plans to Barnett have not yet 
been fi nalized, which has some communi-
cation faculty and students involved with 
the media uneasy. 

When  Woehlk fi rst announced the me-
dia center move to Barnett in February, 
protest from both communication faculty 
and students caused them to explore other 
locations for the media center to relocate. 
However, Woehlk said Baldwin Hall was 
taken off the table as an option because of 
the lack of space on the third fl oor. 

“All this discussion takes place in a cli-
mate of restricted budget,” Woehlk said. 
“Our fi rst choice would be to stay [in the 
Student Union], but that’s not an option.”

Woehlk said that the goal is for all the 
student media and communication faculty 
to move to Barnett. This decision was made 
during a meeting with the communication 
faculty last semester, Woehlk said. 

“The communication faculty and I de-
cided in a meeting — the consensus was to 
move, and at the end [of the meeting], no 
one voiced any opposition,” Woehlk said. 

Karon Speckman, associate profes-
sor of communication, who attended the 
meeting, said the communication faculty 
agreed to the move to Barnett but only if 
the administration was able to guarantee a 
list of demands for the new space.

“We had to be able to move all of the 
classrooms that we use now, that we’d also 
be able to move the computer classroom, 
that the offi ces would go over there and we 
could get the designated space we want-
ed,” she said. 

Speckman said neither Doug Winicker, 
the campus planner, nor Woehlk ever told 
the communication faculty that these re-
quirements would be met. 

“We never received word back,” Speck-
man said. “We have had no reassurance, no 
meetings. We have never received reassur-
ance they can meet our needs.”

Media will move to Barnett

Winicker said he and Woehlk have not 
really started to work on the plans or loca-
tions for the media center move. 

“We are gathering data and reviewing 
the needs,” Winicker said. “We’ll be mov-
ing into exploring the options at Barnett 
Hall shortly.” 

Winicker declined to comment further.
Woehlk said Winicker has been given 

all the information necessary to create the 
plans, and he will establish a timeline. 
Woehlk said he doesn’t know how long 
it would take to remodel Barnett Hall, but  
they would probably not move for at least 
a year. 

Speckman said she is concerned that 
work on remodeling Barnett Hall cannot 
begin until Magruder Hall is completed 
because there are still biology, chemistry, 
physics and agriculture classes there this 
semester. 

Scott Ellis, dean of science, said there 
are still some items on the 1,500-point list 
that need to be completed at Magruder Hall, 
including repairing the air system and set-
ting up wiring and networking. Ellis said he 
hopes science classes are out of Barnett Hall 
before the semester begins in January.  

“While we may be ready to go for 
classes in mid-January, I suspect there will 
be  some offi ces and labs that haven’t been 
cleaned out,” Ellis said. 

Sujit Chemburkar, director of the Stu-
dent Union Building, said phasing discus-
sions have begun for the renovation of the 
Student Union and bidding for the con-
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Festival features winner of  composition contest

struction contract will begin in December. 
Chemburkar said construction is set to 

begin between February and early March. 
He said he was unsure when it will be nec-
essary for the media center to move. 

“There’s lots of domino effects because 
we have lots of [construction] going on,” 
he said. 

Woehlk said he is not certain what will 
happen to the media center if the Student 
Union renovations necessitate the media 
moving from the Student Union before 
Barnett is ready. 

“It’s not something that can be done 
quickly,” he said. “We aren’t going to be 
homeless. I can’t imagine a situation where 
student media would not have a place.”

However, some communication faculty 
are concerned that if construction neces-
sitates that the media leave the Student 
Union, there is no plan in place.

“I see it as stonewalling by the adminis-
tration,” Speckman said. “They may have 
great expectations in mind, but nobody has 
thought about the logistics.”

Plans have not been fi nalized about 
how much of the communication depart-
ment will move to Barnett. The forensics 
department, which is currently housed in 
Kirk Memorial, could possibly move along 
with the Index, Detours, the Echo, KTRM 
and News 36. 

With the crumbling roof and mold-
ing bathrooms in Kirk Memorial, Kevin 
Minch, director of forensics and associate 
professor of communication, said the pros-

ted to festival coordinator  Warren Gooch, 
professor of music. Music faculty and stu-
dent-composers judged the entries.

Gooch, who also serves as chairman for 
the MACRO competition, said the judging 
is anonymous to avoid bias. 
All marks, applications and in-
dications of the composer are 
removed. The judging is based 
solely on the work submitted.

“It’s a very time-consuming 
process,” Gooch said. “Usu-
ally we go through two or three 
steps. We get them down to half 
a dozen and then involve the 
students and the conductor.”

Gooch said the quality of the 
entries was very high this year.  

“We really don’t get bad 
pieces,” he said. “They’re all 
good. Some are just better than 
others.”  

Although Truman never has had an inter-
national winner, composers from Asia and 
Europe have been fi nalists. Gooch said past 
winners have come from California, Flori-
da, Washington and now Louisiana, where 
Hayden hails from.  

Three years ago, the winner was as close 
as Columbia, Mo. 

“It was really ironic because we don’t 
know who the winner is,” Gooch said. “I 

picked [up the winner’s application] and re-
alized he was 90 miles away.”

Hayden submitted a piece titled “Filè,” 
which was the chosen piece in the competi-
tion. As the winner, Truman commissioned 

Hayden to write a new compo-
sition to premiere this year at 
the New Music Festival.  

“It felt great to win because 
it’s always diffi cult getting or-
chestral music played,” Hayden 
said. “I had my fi rst orchestral 
piece played by the Baton 
Rouge Symphony two years 
ago, and that was the piece that 
won the competition.”

Gooch said Truman and 
the groups involved brought 
Hayden to Kirksville, all 
expenses paid. At Truman, 
Hayden spoke to music 

classes about his work and composing 
music.

“I’ve talked to the classes fi rst of all 
about Cajun and Creole music, which is 
interesting, and [the students] don’t know 
a whole lot about it,” Hayden said. “It’s 
a very distinctive culture. It’s the only 
place in the United States where you have 
a pretty large population of French-speak-
ing people who have their own culture.” 

Hayden said the classes were very re-

ceptive to his guest lectures, and he en-
joyed talking to the students.

“I think especially when they start hear-
ing my music and the Cajun-Creole music, 
it opens up a lot of questions,” he said.  

Hayden said he has been interested in 
Cajun-Creole music for a long time and oc-
casionally will compose a piece based on 
Cajun music.  

Since he was a young man, Hayden said 
he knew that he wanted to be a composer.

“My brother gave me a guitar when I 
was nine or 10, and unfortunately I fell in 
love with it,” Hayden said. “I knew from 
the time I was maybe 14 or so I wanted to 
be a composer because I was always writ-
ing a lot of music.”

Hayden said the performance during the 
fi rst night of the festival went well. It was 
composed of mostly large ensembles, with 
the smaller ones performing on the next day.  

“This was a very diffi cult piece, and the 
students really worked hard on it and did a 
good job,” he said. “The tenor soloist, Thom-
as Hueber, also did a wonderful job.”  

Other students shared ideas with 
Hayden.

“I’ve never heard his music before, but 
I really enjoyed it a lot,” said sophomore 
David Gehrke, who attended the concert 
to support friends. “I’d defi nitely see 
him again.”        
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pect of moving out of the building into a 
centralized communication department is 
an appealing one. However, nothing has 
been fi nalized, he said. 

“There are a lot of things we don’t 
know,” he said. “Discussion in the spring 
suggests that as plans are drawn up, we 
would like forensics to move. We haven’t 
seen the plans yet. We don’t know if we 
are moving.”

Minch said one downside to moving 
would be Barnett’s location.  

“There are distinct advantages to stay-
ing,” he said. “We’re in the center of cam-
pus. We get a lot more accomplished be-
cause students don’t have to walk that far 
to their dorms late at night.”

Woehlk said he thinks the move will 
have both a positive and negative impact 
on student media. 

“The negative is more psychological,” 
he said. “The student media have moved 
[several times] sometimes because of 
choice and sometimes because of where 
student media have been located.”


