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OUR VIEW

Alleged assaults show

need for further action

In the past week, two groups of
students were allegedly attacked by a
group of shirtless, high-school age as-
sailants not far from campus property.
(See story, Page 1)

As of press time, the assailants had
not been caught. Until they are, the
Index encourages everyone on campus
and throughout the community to be
cautious while
walking at night.

The Univer-
sity prides itself
on providing a
safe environment
for students.
However, even
a rural city the
size of Kirksville
is not immune to
violence. Although relations between
University students and the Kirksville
community occasionally have been
strained in the past, the actions of these
alleged assailants should not impede
the progress both students and resi-
dents have made in developing a posi-
tive relationship. The community must
work together with the University to
put an end to any violence that occurs.

Students must be aware of the
dangers of walking through campus
at night alone or even with one other
partner. Females especially can be
easy targets.

The Department of Public Safety
provides a little-known complemen-
tary escort service that can be used
simply by calling the Public Safety
office and requesting such protection.
Using this free service on behalf of
Public Safety — a police force fully
commissioned by the state of Missouri

Students have
a right to enjoy their
University experience
with some degree
of safety
and security.

— would be wise for those who find
themselves without a partner to walk
with as a way to ensure one’s safety.

As in the incidences of this past
weekend, such alleged assaults are
equally likely outside of the campus
borders. Taking advantage of organi-
zational sober-driving services and
walking in large groups can minimize
the risk of being ac-
costed.

This past weekend,
a group of six students
was accosted, howev-
er, so students should
be aware of their sur-
roundings.

Public Safety of-
ficers patrol campus in
their squad cars during
the evening and conduct on-foot walk-
throughs of campus, but we urge them
to conduct more on-foot walkthroughs
of campus as well. Although it is impor-
tant to ensure that students and residents
driving through campus operate their
vehicles responsibly, it is equally vital
to guarantee a law-enforcement pres-
ence within campus parameters.

In the best interest of the University
and Kirksville communities, the as-
sailants must be identified. We urge all
victims to report. Identifying suspicious
persons within the campus borders to
Public Safety is key in keeping our
campus safe as well.

Students have a right to enjoy
their University experience and the
Kirksville community with some de-
gree of safety and security.

The type of behavior exhibited by
the alleged assailants should not be
tolerated.
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What, if anything, have
you done to aid the relief
effort for the victims of
Hurricane Katrina?

Sept. 20 Results

as of midnight Tuesday
56% (5)
Donated money.
11% (1)
Donated food or clothing.
11% (1)
Prayed.
22% (2)
Nothing.

this past week?

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Did you vote in the Student Senate elections

vote online at
www.trumanindex.com
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Griggs’ comments ignore the real
problems that plagued relief effort

It’s ironic that Shaine Griggs would
choose to end his letter (Sept. 15 issue of the
Index) with a Langston Hughes poem. In
this time of mourning for the lives of those
lost in the wake of the Katrina disaster, rath-
er than try to rally behind the relief effort, he
chose instead to indict the American way in
the death and displacement of thousands.

The supreme irony here is that both
Griggs and Hughes advocate a greatly
expanded government. As we know, it was
government (at all levels) which failed to
protect its citizens; whether it be looting
police officers in New Orleans, a mayor who
failed to make use of a fleet of school buses
to transport his less fortunate citizens to safe-
ty, a panicked governor who failed to allow
federal troops to aid her state, corrupt state
and local legislature that (in recent years)
diverted funds away from levee projects, or
a FEMA director who failed to recognize
the hurricane’s deadly force, or the president
who appointed the FEMA director.

No, it is beyond irony that Shaine would
close with Langston Hughes. Hughes,
like Griggs, was a leftist. In fact, Langston
Hughes was a supporter of a potpourri of
socialist and communist groups, Soviet
Russia, and the purgings conducted by
Josef Stalin. Of course America was never
“America” to Langston Hughes. How
unfortunate for him he was born in America,
rather than the Soviet Union.

Rather than question the proper role for
the federal government, Griggs seeks mere-
ly a purging of the current government. If
only (so goes the thinking) we had had John
Kerry or a Democrat-controlled Congress,
everything would be better. Unfortunately,
an extra billion dollars spent by the federal
government wouldn’t have helped. An
expanded presence of the main-line Army
wouldn’t have saved more lives, and a more
sensible FEMA director would not have
coordinated damage control even better. The
real problem here was a powerful natural
disaster, a hulking federal government and a
corrupt city and state that failed to take seri-
ously the threats that recent hurricanes had
made frighteningly obvious.

What is needed is not a hyperactive
federal savior (for the federal government is,
regardless of administration or ruling party,
completely incompetent), but a conscien-
tious local citizenry.

Jonathon Burns
Senior

Professor wishes to give credit to
those involved with solar garden

I want to thank you for your article about
the Gaber Solar Clock Garden in the Sept.
15 issue of the Index. I'm excited about
this project, and I'm pleased that students,
faculty, staff and Kirksville residents will
know more about this sundial and garden as
aresult of your coverage. | particularly ap-
preciated the mention of contributions made
by students, plans to work with local schools
and the historical references.

I do have a significant concern about the
piece, which is the inappropriate amount
of credit I was given for the project. My
students and I designed the garden portion
of the project, selected appropriate plants,
and — with considerable help from students,
staff, and community members — planted the
garden. However, the article implied that I
taught the JINS class that designed the sun-
dial, which was not the case. That class was
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taught by Dr. Matt Beaky, from the physics
department; he is primarily responsible for
design of the sundial, and we have worked
together on the project since its inception.

The article also suggests that my stu-
dents and I were responsible for building the
garden. In fact, the considerable amount of
concrete work necessary during construction
was completed by employees of Truman’s
Physical Plant.

I think the best interpretation of how
the Gaber Solar Clock Garden came into
existence is that it is a collaborative effort in-
volving students, faculty, staff and Kirksville
residents who have contributed creative
energy, time, labor, materials and funding to
make it a reality. The result is a truly unique
clock garden — one that already has begun
attracting interest from gardeners and sun-
dial enthusiasts from around the world.

Steve Carroll
Associate Professor of Biology

Columnist’s suggestions offer
advice that often is unapplicable

Kelly Reed’s op-ed column ““Viewpoints
never should trump exchange of ideas”
[Sept. 15 issue of the Index] illustrates the
mainstream American inability to engage
in meaningful political conversations.
Although our world is rife with political
controversies, I'm afraid that Ms. Reed
has failed to make the connection between
university education and “real-world”
politics. Rightly she warns us to avoid “the
false dichotomy that we alone are right and
those who profess views to the contrary are
wrong.” I agree that we, the Truman State
community, should become self-examined
individuals. We ought to be capable of
anticipating and acknowledging objections
to our arguments. And yet, Ms. Reed’s neat
separation between “facts” and “opinions” is
a rhetorical convention that unfortunately of-
fers no advice in many real-world situations.

For example, what really matters to me
and many others isn’t establishing the fact
that Lake Ponchatrain flooded New Orleans
after the city’s levees broke. It is far more
significant to determine how and why this
happened, whether it was preventable, who
is responsible, and what course of action
should be taken in the future. If we should
stick to just the facts and admit that opinions
usually engender futile arguments, then
Ms. Reed’s own opinion indicates that we
should probably not energetically pursue
the inquiry about the politics of the Katrina
disaster. Why? Heaven forbid we might
disagree and/or lose sight of the facts! Al-
though she cites “the feel-good, self-esteem,
flower-power programs of elementary and
middle school” as a primary cause for our
false belief that we can “logically” argue our
opinions, this seems misguided. If anything,
such programs also would have us neuter
our viewpoints for the sake of pretending
that everything is beautiful.

Because I desire peace, justice, commu-
nity and true democracy, I think that we can-
not responsibly ignore the political, social,
cultural and economic conflicts that exist
in our world. Inspirational figures such as
Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King
Jr. were notoriously outspoken.

Ms. Reed, I empathize with your frustra-
tion. It annoys me as well when I judge that
others are not carefully expressing their
views. But your embrace of the “fact/opin-
ion” dichotomy threatens to obscure that
facts and opinions and values are interwoven
in the real world outside of the laboratory.

the Editor

The Sept. 13 issue of USA Today published
the results of an “opinion poll” on its front
page, recording that “six in 10 African-
Americans say the fact that most hurricane
victims were poor and black was one reason
the federal government failed to come to the
rescue more quickly.” On the contrary, the
article notes, “Whites reject that idea; nearly
9 in 10 say those weren’t factors.”

Should we leave the matter at that: one
person’s fact is another’s (false) opinion?
I count myself among that 10 percent of
whites. But why? We’ll never know until we
dare to invite and sustain controversial polit-
ical discussions with each other. Until then,
most will interact by using the superficial
social platitudes learned so well in the feel-
good, self-esteem, flower-power programs
of childhood. Conversations are only the
beginning; words alone do not accomplish
meaningful social and political change. Let’s
at least thoughtfully engage with each other
before and during our common and increas-
ingly global journey. Let’s break through the
partisan myths and commit to discussions
across the ideological barriers.

Shaine Griggs
Junior

March 10 column gives Masten a
fair trial in court of public opinion

I want to thank you for Prajwal Sharma’s
excellent article [“Gossip about mayor
unfairly charges her”’] in the March 10 issue
of the Index. As a lifelong citizen of Adair
County, I'm ashamed of the behavior of our
“leaders” who have resorted to a witch-hunt
by spreading malicious gossip, resorting to
threatening phone calls before and after the
fire and have literally caused the further split
between the “town and gown.” It seems to
have become a personal vendetta orches-
trated by the very people who opposed her
when she ran for office. The very citizens
who voted for Debbie Masten wanted
economic development, and now all this has
been negated by a clean-water issue.

We asked the mayor to run for public
office, taking time from her family and
private business to address the city deficit,
unemployment, and the overall concern
that not everyone in this community was
being represented. She managed to ruffle a
few feathers of those who once controlled
city government, and now it has cost her
personally.

The very water in question is a rural wa-
ter source, and if they were really concerned
about clean water, they would be addressing
the actual water the city drinks from, Forest
Lake, not Hazel Creek. There are over-the-
hill sewage and septic tanks that run off into
the city’s water, but the Concerned Citizen’s
Committee wants to target the supposedly
threatened water at Hazel Creek. This was
not a “hurried sale.” The City Council ad-
dressed the sale the previous summer with
all of the council members present. Search-
ing documents will reveal this.

If we really want to “make a difference”
in this community, we should work togeth-
er — those who opposed the Hazel Creek
sale and those who didn’t — and rebuild a
business that was nearly destroyed.

I’m embarrassed for our community
and believe this has caused a negative por-
trayal of Kirksville. Thank you once again
for your article and for saying what no one
else in the community is willing to say.

Kathy Roberts
Kirksville Resident

o Matthew Beaky, associate professor of physics, designed the sundial portion of the Gaber Clock Garden and installed it with
the assistance of the Physical Plant, and Steve Carroll, associate professor of biology, and his students designed and installed the
garden portion. The designer of the sundial and garden portions were misidentified on Page 13 of the Sept. 15 issue of the Index.
e Victoria Weaver designed the graphic on Page 9 of the Sept. 15 issue of the Index. The designer was misidentified as Design

Editor Roger Meissen.
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The Index welcomes letters to the editor from the University community. Letters to the editor are due by noon the Monday before
publication and become property of the Index. Submissions are subject to editing, must contain a well-developed theme and can-
not exceed 300 words except at the discretion of the editorial board.
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