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For once, Hollywood has made a

powers’ seductive and corruptive capaci-
ties.

When an outsider threatens the cov-
enant, the sons of Ipswitch must defend
their heritage, and they do it beautifully.

M Teenage horror flick combines sex and fun

movie with male skin that counts — 1 I went to this movie without a clue as to
like it. what it was about and, thanks in no small
1. “RV” “The Covenant” has more male bod- part to the special effects, left pleasantly
. ies on display than female, and because surprised.
Sony Pictures the actors are obviously in their twenties, Unlike most teen-driven movies, this
I feel no shame taking it all in. film has appeal beyond the MTV genera-
2. “Poseidon” Short, tight swim trunks accentuated tion. Honestly, who doesn’t like a good
. bodies with larger than life pecs, bubble car chase through the woods, especially
Warner Bros. Pictures butts and abs you could grate cheese on.  one with a flying black Hummer H3?
More than once, I caught my mouth open  The main witch, Caleb, drove a silver
3. “Inside Man” in awe, but don’t tell my boyfriend. Mustang convertible almost as hunky
. . Then the models/actors take off their as he is. It is miraculously saved from a
Universal Pictures trunks. head-on collision with a semi-truck when
But there’s a story behind these beau-  he breaks the car up into a million pieces
4. “Sentinel” tiful tushies. This teen drama is “Daw- and then reassembles it. The climatic
. son’s Creek” meets “Underworld.” fight between the witches ends with
Regency Enterprises For 300 years a covenant existed some mind-bending special effects and a
between the founding witch families of a  plasma ball fight.
5. “Larry the Cable Guy” small New England colony to help them The most surprising aspect of the
Li Gate Fil blend into society. movie was that the acting wasn’t at Photo used with permission of Sony Pictures
tons Gate Fiims But these guys aren’t your aver- all horrible. Breaking the tradition of Pogue, played by Taylor Kitsch, sits in a scene from “The Covenant.
age Joes. They can jump-start cars, fix melodramatic teen flicks, the actors in
6. “Silent Hill” broken windshields and make obnoxious  this film actually give me hope for the Catchy one-liners propel the story. well worth my money when Kirksville
e drunk guys puke — all with a flash of next generation. They take a mediocre “I’m going to make you my wi-atch”  has nothing else to offer but “Wicker
y their eyes. Their magical “powers” are story and bland writing and turn it into a  starts a fight scene. Man” and “Crank.”
passed on through the eldest son of each  compelling, if not convincing, portrayal All in all, this movie won’t be win- Great action, convincing special ef-
7. “Scary Movie 4~ generation, who must be wary of the of supernatural life. ning any Academy Awards, but it was fects and sinfully sweet eye candy made
viramax Hims Fine physiques don’t film
8. “Just My Luck” )
Regency Enterprises John Priest the boundaries of inappropriate comedy.
Assistant Features Editor I could feel the teenyboppers in the
theater glaring at me, but I couldn’t stop
9. “Take the Lead” The minute I saw Sarah Michelle chuckling at the predictably melodra-
New Line Cinema Gellar in the previews, I knew “The matic dialogue. To save face, I stuffed
Covenant” was going to be a bad myself with popcorn. This worked for
movie. Really bad. a while, but I sent kernels flying before
10. “Benchwarmers” I was right. long.

Sony Pictures The actors are creatures plucked Anyone who has a brain and respect
from the pages of an Abercrombie for human beings as more than objects
and Fitch catalog, and their pecs are won’t enjoy this film. It’s not enough

“ ” . .
11. “Shaggy Dog undoubtedly larger than their vocabu- that the main characters are gorgeous,

Walt Disney Pictures laries. A boy band of witches, known as  rich and attending a top private school
the sons of Ipswitch, are descendants of ~ — their super powers mean they re that
colonial settlers who formed a covenant  much better than you.

“ . ” . . . . 5 .
12. “United 93 to protect themselves and society from This movie didn’t only insult my

Universal Pictures their powers. intelligence — it insulted the best con-

Nothing in this PG-13 porn is believ-  temporary supernatural character.
able. In coed dormitories, girls walk “Harry Potter can kiss my ass,” said
“ H. . . . . .
13. “Lucky Number Slevin Design by Nick Wilsey/ Index around dripping wet wearing nothing Reed, the blonde member of the witch
Weinstein company but towels, and boys walk around with boy band.
bulging muscles popping out at every But Harry Potter has many things
L. . . . turn. this film does not. A cohesive story
14. “An Unfinished Life” Movie Review Director: Renny Harlin Adults don’t really exist in this and developed characters are only two
Miramax Films “The Covenant” ’ boarding school fantasy. Class is only examples of how Harry Potter can kick
Distributed by: in session twice a week. this movie’s ass.
. This and other glaring plot holes Even though “The Covenant” tries to
15. “Hoot” Girl Guy Sony Pictures left me crouching in my seat, laughing  hide behind hard bodies, fast cars and
New Line Cinema . uncontrollably at the most inopportune cool special effects, I couldn’t excuse
|Z”Z“ZID D D D D D D Release: Sept. 8 moments. For a movie that’s supposed that I had wasted $7. Stay as far away
to be a horror thriller, the movie pushes  from “The Covenant” as possible.
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