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Politicians stop by
local NRA banquet

Grace Mattie
Assistant News Editor

Several politicians attended the
Northeast Missouri Friends of Na-
tional Rifle Association organiza-
tion banquet Saturday at the NEMO
Fairgrounds.

U.S. Sen. Jim Talent, who is
running for re-election to the U.S.
Senate, stayed briefly at the event,
committee chairman Raymond
Sweet said. Missouri State Rep.
Bob Behnen, R-Kirksville, attend-
ed the full event.

Because politicians are prohib-
ited from speaking at charitable
events by law, Talent spoke at the
courthouse after the banquet about
the economy of Missouri, concerns
of Truman students and the upcom-
ing election, according to a KTRM
news broadcast.

“Well, probably the No. 1 [prob-
lem for Truman students] is,  mean,
let’s face it, the cost of higher edu-
cation,” Talent said. “ ... Now, this
is a great school, and they’ve fought
to keep the cost down here.”

Talent said he has worked to de-
crease the cost of higher education
by directing federal funding to Mis-

souri colleges, increasing Federal
Pell grants and increasing tuition
tax reductions and permanent edu-
cation IRAs.

About 250 people attended
the sixth annual NRA fundraiser,
which raised more than $20,000,
Raymond Sweet said.

The money raised will help
youth groups such as Boy Scouts,
4-H and Future Farmers of Amer-
ica. Tickets cost $20 and included
dinner.

In addition to money donations,
sophomore Samantha Sweet said
local businesses donated items such
as guns, wildlife prints by popular
artists and items with the NRA logo
for the silent auction.

Raymond Sweet said anyone
can start a Friends of the NRA or-
ganization in their town, and addi-
tional information about the NRA
foundation can be accessed on its
Web site nrafoundation.com.

Samantha Sweet said she saw
both Talent and Behnen, but she
didn’t get the opportunity to speak
with them.

“I think they can show issues
they support by coming to these
events,” she said.
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Sen. Jim Talent attended an event of the Northeast Missouri Friends of National Rifle Association Saturday at the NEMO Fair-
grounds. Talent spoke at the courthouse after the banquet to a crowd of about 250, including local residents and students. Mis-
souri State Rep. Bob Behnen, R-Kirksville, also attended the event.

Realtors implement party clause

Fine print establishes limits
on some tenants’ ‘loud
parties’ or disruptive music

Richard Boggs
for the Index

Some off-campus students are finding
themselves caught between parties and
contractual obligation.

A few Kirksville area apartment and
home realtors have incorporated a “no
party” clause within their housing con-
tracts, much to the dismay of some so-
cially active students.

For others, the clause almost is ex-
pected.

“I don’t think it’s surprising, living in
a college town,” sophomore Samantha
Putthoff said. She lives off campus and
leases from Wagner Enterprises. “My
house isn’t near big enough for a party
anyway.”

Express Publishing Co., a privately
owned and operated realty comprised
of 35 units, uses a lease which prohibits
“loud parties or music loud enough to dis-

turb neighbors.”

“We started renting in the early *70s,
and [the “no party” clause] has been there
ever since,” said Tony Swain, co-owner
and manager of Express Publishing. “De-
spite the fact that it’s in

“Fifteen years ago, we had an incident
that hurt 18 people,” Porter said. “We had
a deck collapse. Fifty-two kids on a 10-
by-12 deck, and it just sheared off. The
police saw it. They were underage, and
they had kegs of beer. We
were sued.”

there, [some tenants] do
it anyway.”

Swain said both par-
ties and the damage
associated with them
continue to plague his

“I've replaced
doors that have
been kicked in,

However, Porter didn’t
incorporate a clause re-
stricting parties in Four
Horizons Realty’s nearly
300 rental units.

facility. screens that He said he sees that
“I’ve replaced doors have been University students are
that have been kicked in, ” more apt to read their
screens that have been pushed out. leases than other area
pushed out,” he said. residents.
Consequences  vary Tony Swaim “A lot of the people

according to violation.
However, some vio-

lations result in eviction.
“I try to be real fair

Co-owner and Manager of
Express Publishing Co.

we rent to that are actual
local people will come
in [and say] ‘Where do I
sign?’” Porter said. “They

with the kids,” Swain
said.

Doug Porter, owner of Four Horizons
Realty, said renters should use common
sense and respectful discretion when large
groups of people are involved.
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know we use a standard
lease.”

Four Horizons Realty uses a Missouri
Association of Realtors lease, which is
a state-standardized document meant to
make things easy for realtors and renters.

Nearly all Missouri state realtors use
the document except for in special in-
stances, Porter said.

The five-page state standardized lease
avoids any explicit restrictions against
large gatherings, but contains applicable
provisions.

A tenant must “quietly and peaceably
hold” the apartment or home they rent,
according to section 11 of the Missouri
housing agreement.

Traditionally, it is this type of language
that prohibits unruly gatherings, limiting
noise levels for the neighbors’ benefit.

“I’'m probably going to start putting
[the “no party” clause] in writing,” said
Carol Kilmer, broker associate of Action
Properties LLC, who has not traditionally
used language specifically restricting par-
ties on her properties.

Her privately owned realty also uses
the Missouri Association of Realtors
lease.

Kilmer said this usually prevents the
use of musical instruments and power
tools. The document also prohibits wa-
terbeds.

She said that landlords can take leases

off the Internet or even buy them at Wal-
Mart.

A simple Google search serves up
several Web sites that offer easy-to-use,
streamlined leases.

Some realtors say they haven’t had
problems with parties.

“We haven’t had any loud beer-bash-
ing parties,” said Kelli Nigh, conflict
manager for Vista Heights Apartments.
“For the last three years we’ve never had
a problem. I've never had anyone com-
plain.”

Regulations regarding parties at Vista
Heights Apartments echo those of Action
Properties LLC.

Nigh said that as long as a party does
not spill into the yard and is not exces-
sively loud, no problem exists.

When problems warrant stricter leases,
Swain said he has an idea for a solution.

“Somebody needs to come up with a
book of what’s expected,” Swain said.
“Everybody who’s in the rental busi-
ness could use something like that. Some
people shower with the shower curtain
outside the tub. Some people just don’t
know.”

Who’s Who

Among Students in
American Universities
& Colleges

Eligibility

Seniors graduating in December, May or August
2006-07 Academic Year

Active in campus or community activities
2.75 cumulative GPA
Evaluation Criteria
Excellent academic record

Character

Breadth and depth of leadership

Impact on the University or community

Nominations are due Sept. 29
Applications are due Oct. 27

Pick up/drop off at Kirk Building 112
For more information, call x4111
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