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China Palace worker Michael Lin tends to the buff et. The array of selections is MSG-free, and the restaurant 
is located at the corner of Franklin and Harrison streets. 

Chinese buff et 
pleases palate 
BY DYLAN HERX
Reviewer

Chinese restaurants are aplenty in 
most towns. 

A friend of mine, in response to my 
claim that Kirksville had too many ca-
fés and needed to diversify, noted that 
every town has Chinese restaurants, 
Mexican establishments and pizza 
joints. And I, in retrospect, realized 
that I’ve only represented one of those 
demographics. So on to my review of 
China Palace, located on the corner 
of Franklin and Harrison streets in the 
downtown district. 

Before I begin, I’d like to say that 
I’m not going to drudge up any back-
and-forth about which China Palace is 
the original or politicking about why 
there were two China Palaces at the 
same time. I am here only to review, 
and review I shall. I chose this China 
Palace simply because a friend sug-
gested it. 

Upon entering, the place seemed 
lively, and I was seated at a booth near 
the buffet. The fi rst thing that caught 
my eye was the large, intricate wall 
mural on the right side of the restau-
rant. Without falling into stereotypes, 
most Chinese restaurants tend to emit a 
similar Asian vibe, usually marked by 
small, calm waterworks, an extensive 
array of Chinese character décor and 
bamboo placemats or wall paneling. 
Although it adds atmosphere, I often 
wonder if restaurants actually located 
in China carry such a smattering of 
Eastern culture, or instead, have unique 
styles of their own. China Palace, mi-

nus the aforementioned mural, seems 
relatively plain, which, depending on 
one’s necessity for being immersed in 
Americanized Eastern culture, could 
be a good or bad thing. One touch I did 
like was the round booth in the corner. 
A round booth is a rarity in most dining 
establishments, but it defi nitely fosters 
conversation among friends.

China Palace is wise to have an-
other normal facet of most Chinese res-
taurants: a buffet. The great part about 
the buffet (other than the fact that you 
might need to be rolled away in a cart 
due to overindulgence in spring rolls) 
is that at China Palace, seafood por-
tions are available throughout the week 
instead of just on weekends. If I’m go-
ing to be gorging myself on unhealthy 
(although MSG-free) lo mein, I might 
as well top it off with some buttered 
shrimp and crab. One travesty that 
befalls many buffets is the accursed 
heat lamps. These blessings and curses 
of culinary technology dry up food and 
cause it to appear withered. Luckily, at 
China Palace, that rarely was the case. 
Each serving of General Tso’s or pep-
pered chicken seemed relatively fresh, 
and employees always were strolling in 
and out of the kitchen with new trays. 
I have to commend China Palace on 
its crab rangoon for this very reason. 
Perhaps I just timed it right, but I have 
never had such a warm and creamy 
rangoon heretofore in my life. Props, 
China Palace. 

For those worried about gluttony 
(and who shouldn’t be, really), China 
Palace offers the ability to order from 
the menu or for takeout. I took the 

challenge and requested some Kung 
Pao chicken to go. At the reasonable 
price of $4.50 for lunch, my heaping 
bowl of Kung Pao came complete 
with egg drop soup and those delight-
ful crispy wontons. I can’t complain 
about the portion size or the content. 
For once, I didn’t have to ration my 
chicken to be sure I had some left for 
the last few bites, as there was more 
than enough for equal distribution. The 
peanuts in the Kung Pao were the right 
consistency and, with the exception 
of a few mushrooms suffering from 
freezer burn, the lunch special was 
worth every penny. And, as noted ear-
lier, it’s a great way to make sure you 
don’t feel miserable afterward from 
overeating. For most non-voracious 
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individuals, there probably will be 
enough for leftovers, so the meal pays 
for itself really.

One expects to pay at least $8 for 
dinner nowadays, so the prices are not 
unexpected. Just be assured that China 

Palace has a smorgasbord of choices, 
each with a reasonable price to boot. 
Sadly, I doubt I’ll reach every Chinese 
restaurant in Kirksville before the year 
end, but China Palace was a pretty 
good starting point.

Teenage one-man band debuts strong album
BY FRANKLIN K.R. CLINE
Reviewer

Playradioplay! is about as 
mainstream as indie music gets.

This has both positive and 
negative connotations, but if 
you fi nd your appetite for music 
satiated by today’s top-40, 
specifi cally the emo-rock style 
popularized by bands like Panic 
at the Disco! and the Postal Ser-
vice’s grown-up-but-not-quite-
grown-up electropop angst, 
you’ll really dig this band.

Playradioplay! is 18-year-
old Dan Hunter from Aledo, 
Texas — that’s right, a one-man 
band — who has been making 

music in his basement using 
Garageband loops for years 
now. Through his popularity on 
MySpace, Hunter 
managed to receive 
a record deal at the 
age of 17 — argu-
ably a stronger, if 
much less publi-
cized, testament 
to the power of 
the Internet than 
Radiohead’s and 
Nine Inch Nails’ 
Web-only releases 
of their latest re-
cords. Island Records must have 
fi gured the kid was hot and they 
should capitalize on it soon, 

and boy, have they. “Texas,” 
his debut release, is basically 
a 50-minute peek into an alter-

nately lovestruck 
and heartbroken 
teenager’s diary 
set to music that 
could have been 
produced by Death 
Cab For Cutie and 
Postal Services’ 
Ben Gibbard.

The album is 
saturated with 
now-standard 
emo that builds 

into epic, synth-punctuated, 
repetitive choruses and then 
falls back down into a hushed 

near-whisper for the verses, 
probably to drive home the “it’s 
just you and me and our souls” 
vibe propagated by so many 
tail-chasing bands.  

I can’t hide my initial dis-
dain for this album — I opened 
it up, read through the lyrics and 
rolled my eyes.  But, in spite of 
myself, Playradioplay! won me 
over with its sheer potential.  As 
a fi rst album, “Texas” shows a 
lot of maturity from a musical 
standpoint.  There are interludes 
between most of the tracks that 
have a great deal of density and 
dexterity that help to add fl avor 
and depth to an unabashed emo 
album.  This depth is much-

needed — emo’s been done to 
death, and it’s diffi cult to sort 
through the different bands to 
fi nd distinguishing character-
istics, but Playradioplay! does 
have his own sound.  Yes, at 
times this album sounds eerily 
similar to “Digital Ash in a Dig-
ital Urn,” Bright Eyes’ 2005 re-
lease (which Gibbard produced 
a couple of tracks for) that was 
a semi-ironic foray into mixing 
emo and electronica (emo-
tronica, anyone?), but more 
often than that Playradioplay! is 
fooling around with the genre, 
poking holes in it, stretching it 
far more than Conor Oberst or 
Gibbard probably ever will.

Lyrically, on the other hand, 
Playradioplay! is a few steps be-
hind someone like Bright Eyes 
or Panic at the Disco, which 
puts him about at the songwrit-
ing level of an 18-year-old.  The 
lyrics are contrived, simple and 
boring - again, exactly what one 
would expect from a teenager.  

Don’t get this album expect-
ing any sort of revelation - get it 
if you really enjoy mainstream 
emo-rock bands like Bright 
Eyes, the Postal Service and 
the like.  If you absolutely hate 
emo, then at least keep the 
name Playradioplay! in the back 
of your head - this kid’s got a 
bright future in the music world.

“I can’t hide my 
initial disdain for 
this album. ... But, 
in spite of myself, 

Playradioplay! 
won me over.”
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660-785-4319
Deadline: Monday by 5 p.m.

For Rent:  Several nice one-, two-, and 
three-bedroom units in the Boardwalk, 
Water Works, Park Place, States Avenue, 
St. James, and New York Avenue com-
plexes. Call Four Horizons Realty, 660-
665-3400.

For Rent: New duplex apartments near 
downtown. Two-bedroom, one walk-in 
closet, washer/dryer, dishwasher, refrig-
erator, range, garbage disposer, and out-
side storage included. May and August 
availability.  $400/ month. Call 660-665-
2796 M-F, 8-5.

For Rent: Very nice one- and two-bed-
room houses and apartments. Extra nice 
kitchens with new appliances, carpeting, 
renovated bathrooms. Starting at $260 
including some utilities. Pets welcome 
upon approval. Deposit holds. 660-665-
3779.

For Rent: One-, two-, and three-bed-
room apartments available for May and 
August leases. www.pinkrentals.com

For Rent: 815 W. Michigan. Three-bed-
room house, two full bath, stove, refrig-
erator, washer/dryer. Central heat/air. 
Total electric. Off  street parking. No pets. 
$550/month plus utilities. Available May 
15. Broker/owner. 341-1934

For Rent: REDUCED RENT on this super 
nice fi ve-bedroom house. New cabinetry, 
new appliances, beautiful bathrooms, 
large bedrooms, washer/dryer, nice fl oor-
ing, central air and reasonable heating 
bills. Pet accepted upon request. Deposit 
holds. 660-665-3779.

For Rent: Four-bedroom house on S. Os-
teopathy. $440/month. Deposit required. 
No pets. Call 578-819-7700 for more 
information.

For Rent: RENT REDUCED on this newly 
renovated, very nice three-bedroom 
house with all utilities included.Walking 
distance from campus. Nice location. 
Deposit holds. 660-665-3779.

For Rent: Extremely nice three-bed-
room modern and effi  cient apartment 
with full kitchen and convenient laun-
dry/storage room combined, all kitchen 
appliances plus washer and dryer fur-
nished. All electric with central air and 
heat, snow removal and all maintenance 
included. Available June 1. Call Greg for 
details. 660-626-7695

For Rent: Three- to four-bedroom apart-
ment, two full baths. Newly remodeled 
kitchen and baths, new carpet and lino-
leum, washer/dryer, stove, refrigerator 
and dishwasher. May lease and deposit. 
660-341-7529.

For Rent: REDUCED RENT! Enjoy living 
on your own in a spacious three-, and 
four-bedroom house. New beautiful 
cabinetry with island in kitchen, new ap-
pliances, new bathrooms, washer/dryer. 
LARGE bedrooms. Walking distance to 
campus. 660-665-3779.

For Rent: 111 E. Harrison. Upstairs one-
bedroom apartments. Stove, refrigerator, 
coin-op laundry in hall. Gas heat, central 
air. No pets. $265/month plus utilities. 
Available May 1. Broker/owner. 341-1934

For Rent: 702 Sixth, Apt. A. Four-bed-
room apartment, two full bath, stove, 
refrigerator, washer/dryer. Gas heat, cen-
tral air. Off  street parking. No pets. $740/
month includes water/trash. Available 
Aug. 1. Broker/owner 341-1934.

For Rent: Studio apartments, two blocks 
from campus. $240/month. 660-216-9932

For Rent: Nice, well kept, three-bedroom 
home, close to Truman. Attached garage, 
screened in back porch and nice yard. 
573-470-1132.

For Rent: Big three-bedroom, one-bath, 
remodeling kitchen, new appliances and 
fl ooring. $750/month. Available now. 660-
216-3803.

For Rent: One-bedroom apartment 
with washer/dryer, stove refrigerator. All 
electric, off  street parking. Available Aug. 
1. Close to TSU. $275 plus utilities. Call 
660-216-1952 owner/broker.

For Rent: WALK TO CLASS! Two- and 
three-bedroom apartments available for 
the 2008/2009 school year. Only a block 
from campus. Furnished or unfurnished. 
660-341-1805.

For Rent: Four-bedroom house on 
S. Sixth Street. $330/month. Deposit 
required. No pets. Call 573-819-7700 for 
more information.

For Rent: Available May 1 for summer 
rental. Comfortable three room plus 
bath, upstairs apartment. Residential 
location, off  street parking, and close 
to the Truman campus. Water and trash 
included. $275. 660-665-6386

For Rent: Four-bedroom, two bath 
home with central heat and air, all appli-
ances including washer/dryer. Close to 
campus, plenty of parking. Lease avail-
able in May. No pets. 660-341-0941 or 
660-627-4761 owner/agent

For Rent: One-bedroom furnished apt. two 
blocks from TSU. Off  street parking, washer/
dryer, air, walk-in closet. Available in May. 
660-488-6465

For Rent: “Cove at Kirksville” leasing now 
for fall 2008. Kirksville’s fi rst “resort” style 
student housing development. Four-
bedroom, four bath, cottage style homes, 
fully furnished, washer and dryer, club 
house, hot tubs and so much more. Call for 
information. 314-324-2865

For Rent: Two-bedroom apartment with 
stove, refrigerator, good location, off  
street parking, not far from TSU. Available 
Aug. $250 plus utilities. Call 660-216-1952 
owner/broker.

For Rent: GRADUATION WEEKEND! Bring 
the entire family. Seven-bedroom (eight 
bed) fully furnished house available for rent 
for 2008 Graduation weekend.  Close to 
campus, $500 for weekend. 660-341-5184.

For Rent: SUBLET: available May 12 with 
space for belongings available anytime. 
Furnished four-bedroom house with 
washer/dryer, central air, fi nished base-
ment. Seven-minute walk to campus, near 
corner of First and Patterson streets. Rent 
negotiable.  Call 636-734-1275.

Now Hiring: Market research interviewers. 
Part-time work, fl exible scheduling, $7.50/
hr starting wage, employees meeting qual-
ity standards could earn up to $9.75 within 
90 days.  Interviewing at the Missouri Ca-
reer Center (MACC campus), Mondays 9 
a.m. to noon and Wednesdays 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. For further info., call 660-626-1500.

Now Hiring: Chariton Valley Association, 
905 E. George in Kirksville.  Needs part time 
employees for summer help.  Come to the 
offi  ce to pick up an application.
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