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Non-profit organization stops in Kirksville
in college when she decided to
become a roadie,.
“I hadn’t even finished my
As summer approaches, many first year of college yet, and
children sit at their desks dream- I kind of had what I thought
ing of fun-filled days of freedom was my life plan figured out,”
without the responsibilities of Giovinazzo said. “Even though
homework and class. But chil- it was something on my heart to
dren in Uganda can only dream do, I felt like Invisible Children
of going to school and instead was being put in my path for a
are forced to fight in a war that reason and I should be doing it.”
She said she originally told
has been raging for 22 years.
Invisible Children, a non- her parents she wanted to go to
profit organization that is try- Uganda on an internship with
ing to provide a solution to this Invisible Children. At first it was
problem, was created by three tough breaking it to her parents,
filmmakers from Southern Cali- but she said they eventually unfornia to stop the war in Uganda derstood and have been supportand help the children affected ive the entire time.
“My dad literally started
by it. Andi Giovinazzo, a “roadie” on the Invisible Children laughing at me as I told him …
Tour, stopped in Kirksville last because he knew I was going
Wednesday to give a presenta- to ask him to do something like
tion with fellow team member that eventually,” Giovinazzo
said. “After talking to them
David Lewis.
“I think the part that really about it and after showing
inspired and impacted me versus them the film and them really
hearing my heart
other organizations
for it, they became
that are similar was
really supportive.
not only Invisible
“It was really
I definitely appreChildren’s desire to
moving. I
ciate how trustchange the situation
in Northern Uganda definitely felt like ing they are of me
and raise awareness this is a cause the [because] there’s
a certain level of
about it, but also to
U.S. should get
trust you have to
change ideals and
involved with.”
have to let your
policies here in
kid drive around
the United States,”
Jocelyn Nebel
in a van for a couGiovinazzo
said.
Sophomore
ple months, take
“They really want
time off of school
to, by bringing the
and financially put
story to America, really empower the youth to know yourself in not as great of a
situation as you hoped.”
they can make a difference.”
Giovinazzo and her teamGiovinazzo is originally
from south Florida and heard mates are given $10 a day for
about
Invisible
Children food, live out of a van and stay
through a friend, she said. at random people’s houses while
From there she continued to do on tour, she said. There are 50
her own research and found out other roadies on tour right now,
Invisible Children did national split into 10 teams to cover
tours and events and that one 10 different regions, she said.
of the tours was coming to her Giovinazzo said her team covarea within the next couple of ers the Middle America region,
months, she said. Giovinazzo which includes nine states from
said she managed to get the Oklahoma and Arkansas up to
tour to stop at her high school, North Dakota and Minnesota.
“I think it’s always cool to go
and she provided the roadies with a place to stay at her to high schools and opening eyes
of kids that are so young,” she
house for a night.
“I just really got to … hang said. “Especially in small towns
out with them and really under- like in middle of nowhere Iowa
stand their heart for the organiza- or Oklahoma, when you show
tion as well as the organization’s up and they have no idea that
real goals and the people within anything like this is happening.”
One of the most touching moit,” Giovinazzo said. “I was really inspired, so I applied to be ments Giovinazzo has had with
a roadie and I came out to Invis- Invisible Children was during a
ible Children in August. I did a national event called Displace
seven-week tour in the fall and Me, in which more than 70,000
people in 15 cities across the
then this tour is 12 weeks.”
Giovinazzo was a freshman nation slept in cardboard boxes
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Invisible Children, an organization that helps spread awareness of the 22-year-long war in Uganda that is using grade
school-age soldiers, made a stop in Kirksville as a part of their 2008 tour.
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that’s just for money, but this is
actually for the life of people.”
Nebel said she found out
about Invisible Children through
a friend who was writing a speech
about it. Johnson said she found
out through a friend’s blog and
participated in the Displace Me
event last year in Kansas City.
“It was an amazing experience,” Johnson said. “It kind of
gave us a little bit of what it’s
like. Like we weren’t allowed to
eat or drink ’til like 9 p.m. … It
was pretty hardcore.”
Johnson said she has thought
about going to Uganda in the
future and that she is looking
into it. Nebel said she planned
on visiting the Phi Sigma Pi table the next day to sign a letter
that would be sent to her local
senator.
“A lot more people should
definitely know about this [because] it’s definitely something
worth putting yourself into,”
Nebel said. “I heard a couple
of years ago that some people
told us that our generation is
the next greatest generation,
and for a while I was thinking,
‘Yeah, right.’ But I mean if we
put the effort into … working
towards peace, we could do
just about anything.”

Spring
Training
Wed April 30th 11AM–4PM
@ The Career Center
The spring event is the last event the
Career Center puts on for students.
Join the Career Center for a fun ﬁlled
day of Spring Training before a crazy
week of ﬁnals. Stop by anytime
between 11AM
and 4PM.
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seen such change,” Giovinazzo
said. “Out of the five steps of
the peace process, we’ve gone
through all five of them, and
right now, literally in a matter of
days or weeks, we could see the
peace treaty signed.”
However, Invisible Children’s work does not end there.
Giovinazzo said rebuilding
the war-torn country will take
much effort, and Invisible Children plans to see it all the way
through. She said they have initiated several programs including the Schools for Schools program. They also sell bracelets
and purses made by the people
of Uganda and send the profits
back to them.
“There are a million ways
to help,” Giovinazzo said. “I’d
say get on the Web site [www.
invisiblechildren.com]
and
check it out.”
Sophomores Jocelyn Nebel
and Rachel Johnson both attended the event and said they
agree that Invisible Children is
a good cause.
“It was really moving,” Nebel said. “I definitely felt like, you
know, this is a cause the U.S.
should get involved with. A lot
of times we’re involved in a lot
of wars and all kinds of stuff
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The Center for Student Involvement
congratulates all the nominees and winners
that were recognized on April 16, 2008 at the

were asked by Phi Sigma Pi
to give a presentation for Truman students. The pair showed
a documentary to a crowd of
about 70 students in the Activities Room of the Student Union
Building last week. The film,
made by the creators of Invisible Children, featured a story
about a Ugandan boy named
Sunday and a short film about
what people can do to help.
“The first step is just awareness,” Giovinazzo said. “Invisible Children could have
never made it to where it is
now without people just telling
people and spreading the story.
As simple as it seems, it makes
a huge difference.”
She said Invisible Children
offers many ways to help, including a letter writing campaign that has contributed to the
current peace talks in Uganda.
The national event, Displace
Me, asked all 70,000 participants to write letters to their senators, Giovinazzo said. After the
event, 21 senators sent a letter to
President Bush asking for him to
take part in this process, and he
sent senior level diplomat Tim
Shortly to Sudan for the peace
talks, she said.
“Since he’s been there we’ve
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and rationed food and water for
24 hours, she said. The point of
this event was to re-create how
the people of Uganda are forced
to live in displacement camps,
where more than 1,000 people
die every day, she said.
The roadies at Giovinazzo’s
event in Orlando asked the
crowd for 21 minutes of silence, to represent the 21 years
of war that Uganda had experienced so far at that time, she
said. During the 21 minutes,
she said a group of kids were
standing in silence, praying
and holding hands. Giovinazzo
said she and her friends decided to join them, and from there
the circle continued to grow
until almost the entire crowd
of 8,000 people were holding
hands in complete silence.
“It was so touching to me because to me it was like a physical
representation of how this movement has grown across America
from [just] three people standing up for something,” she said.
“Everyone was crying. It was an
emotional experience.”
Giovinazzo has come a long
way since the event and has been
on two national tours, including
the Spring Tour of 2008, when
she and her teammate Lewis
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