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BY BRENT FOSTER 
Staff  Reporter

As spring practice wraps up this 
week, the Bulldogs football team is 
placing a greater emphasis on the run-
ning game.

The Bulldogs fi nished ninth in the 10-
team MIAA last season with 114 rush-
ing yards per game, and that was largely 
skewed by the ’Dogs 306 yards rushing 
in a Week 1 win against the University of 
Missouri-Rolla.

Often the team seemed to abandon its 
running game in favor of a passing game 
that fi nished second in the conference in 
yards per game.

“We’re going to run more option off 
our running game, too, so I think that 
is going to possess some challenges for 
defenses,” head coach Shannon Currier 
said. “We have athletic quarterbacks, 
having abilities to get our quarterbacks 
involved and read defenders. ... I think 
our option game is going to benefi t our 
running game as well.”

The Bulldogs will look to a host of 
running backs to replace departing se-
nior Jake Cunningham. Cunningham 
led the Bulldogs last season, averaging 
more than 37 yards per game.

The returning leading rusher for Tru-
man is junior quarterback Matt Ticich. 
Ticich averaged 36 yards per game on 
the ground. The next two leading re-
turning rushers are sophomore running 
backs Marvin Bembry and Phil Kenney. 
The duo combined to average 47 yards 
per game last season.

“We’re looking at production, but 
we’re also looking at our running backs 
for what guy’s going to work the hard-
est,” Currier said. “What guys are going 
to be the most dependable and [that we] 
can trust? What guys are willing to do 
the things that aren’t always fun? A lot 
of times you’ve got to block, especially 
if you’re going to run the football effec-
tively.” 

Currier said that right now there is 
no clear-cut No. 1 running back. He also 
said a string of injuries in the backfi eld 
has made it diffi cult to get a good look 
at all the running backs. Bembry and 
freshman Anton Bernard are the only 
two running backs so far this spring 
who have been 100 percent healthy and 
fully able to participate.

Possible backs who could make sig-
nifi cant contributions include Bernard, 
Bembry, Kenney, junior Nick Nathan and 
incoming freshman Tracy Milo.  

With all of the different possible 
combinations at running back, Bembry 
said he expects to see more running 
plays mixed in with the pass.

“I defi nitely think there will be more 
balance,” Bembry said. “We’ve got 
some guys back. ... In the end, we just 
want to win games. Whether we have to 
throw the ball 70 times or run the ball 
70 times, we just want to win games.”

Bembry also said a lot of the prob-
lems running the ball last season were 
offset by the solid passing game.

“Last year we struggled a little bit, 
but we threw the ball extremely well,” 
Bembry said. “The lack of the running 

game didn’t hurt us as much because we 
threw the ball so well.”

Kenney said the team is running 
more back sets this spring to try to con-
fuse opposing defenses.

“We’ve been concentrating a lot 
more on having two running backs on 
the fi eld at the same time,” Kenney said. 
“I feel like our running back group is 
pretty versatile. We’ve got guys that are 
fast, guys that are bigger. ... It makes the 
offense harder to defend because we’re 
getting two running backs on the fi eld, 
and really, the defense has no idea what 
we are going to do, and we can always 
have two running backs out there.”

Another key to improving the run-
ning game will be a more effective of-
fensive line. The Bulldogs return four 
starters on the offensive line, losing 
only starting center Tim Bauman. 

Freshman backup quarterback Phil-
lip Davis said the backfi eld is doing its 
part this spring to help an offensive line 
that struggled at times run-blocking last 
season.

“We’re trying to focus on helping the 
offensive line by making different calls, 
different reads, trying to have an easier 
scheme for them to do,” Davis said. “Our 
offensive line coach as well as offensive 
coordinator studied fi lm enough last sea-
son to incorporate a better scheme for the 
offensive line so it won’t be so confusing 
for them like last year.”   

The Bulldogs will conclude spring 
practice with the annual spring game at 
7 p.m. Saturday at Stokes Stadium. The 
scrimmage is free and open to the public.
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Freshman running back Anton Bernard catches a pass during spring 
practice. Bernard is one running back vying for a spot in the backfi eld.

BY BEN YARNELL
Staff  Reporter

A season just above .500 isn’t 
always considered a success for 
a team.

For the Truman men’s rugby 
team, it is.

After a fall record of 2-6, the 
Bulls took what they considered a 
building season and put together a 
5-4-1 spring record.

The Bulls faced tough op-
position this semester,  but the 
biggest enemy for the team was 
the weather. Unaccommodating 
weather and poor fi eld condi-
tions forced Truman to miss 
three individual matches and 
one tournament. All of the can-
cellations only hurt the Bulls. 

They were unable to work out 
makeups for those missed op-
portunities.

Even though his team missed 
out on those chances to add ex-
perience to his young team, head 
coach Bill Sexton was pleased 
with the quality of many of the 
matches.

“We did get some good games 
in,” he said. “It would have been 
nice to have it spread over more 
time. But, at the end of the day, I 
think we had more positives this 
spring than we did negative.”

Sexton pointed to specifi c as-
pects, such as the team’s aware-
ness on the fi eld, and the ability 
to spread out its game across the 
fi eld, as areas in which he has 
seen improvement.

“We did have moments where 
we did break down very badly,” 
he said. “But there were also mo-
ments where we played smart and 
did a lot of good things.”

Sexton said another reason 
for the success was the addition 
of several more active players, 
bringing the roster to close to 30 
for the season average. Junior 
Will Holleman said he sees this 
as a bigger stride than simply a 
matter of numbers.

“We’ve got guys that have 
been here three or four years, 
and then we’ve got guys who 
have only been with us for a 
semester or two,” he said. “I 
think we’ve done a pretty good 
job getting everybody on a 
pretty equal playing fi eld.”

Sexton said one improve-
ment he has been pleased with 
is younger players’ willingness 
to step into positions when more 
experienced players missed 
playing time because of either 
injury or personal reasons.

“Sometimes that’s what mat-
ters,” Sexton said. “You get 
a chance to play games, your 
game turns around, you become 
the better player, and the guy 
who wasn’t there loses out.”

A big factor in players be-
ing able to take those spots in 
the future will be summer con-
ditioning. Sexton has worked 
out a conditioning plan for 
his players to follow during 
the offseason, and he has en-
couraged them to find a team 

to play with at home to keep 
their skills sharp.

Junior Alex Koenen said that 
in the past the team has not ad-
hered closely to the summer regi-
men because of work and other 
commitments. However, he said 
he thinks the team’s situation will 
be better coming into this fall. 

“We have the potential to be 
a really good team next season,” 
Koenen said. “I think that will 
be a really big motivation for 
guys because it will be a direct 
contribution that gets paid off 
next year.”

The Bulls will have to fi ll the 
void of seniors Leo Stephens and 
Tim Hage, both of whom will be 
graduating. Sexton said Stephens 
and Hage have been anchors for 

the team for years at hooker and 
prop, respectively. The increase 
in numbers this season will help 
soften the blow of these losses.

“We’ve got some young 
guys coming up [who] know 
those guys are graduating and 
are hungry to take their spots,” 
Sexton said. “They’ve been try-
ing all this season to lay claim 
to those positions, ... but I like 
to see that competition.”

The effect of losing members 
might be felt more off the fi eld 
for someone like Holleman, who 
has played alongside Hage his 
entire Truman career.

“You know, we’ll miss his 
skill set, but I’m really going 
to miss him as a friend,” 
Holleman said.

Running game seeks 
better showing in ‘08

Rugby enjoys winning spring despite challenges
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  Rates:
  • On-Campus: $3 per ad per issue. Fewer than 25 words.
  • Off -Campus: $5 per ad per issue. Fewer than 25 words.

660-785-4319
Deadline: Monday by 5 p.m.

For Rent:  Several nice one-, two-, and 
three-bedroom units in the Boardwalk, 
Water Works, Park Place, States Avenue, St. 
James, and New York Avenue complexes. 
Call Four Horizons Realty, 660-665-3400.

For Rent: New duplex apartments near 
downtown. Two-bedroom, one walk-in 
closet, washer/dryer, dishwasher, refrigera-
tor, range, garbage disposer, and outside 
storage included. May and August avail-
ability.  $400/ month. Call 660-665-2796 
M-F, 8-5.

For Rent: Very nice one- and two-bed-
room houses and apartments. Extra nice 
kitchens with new appliances, carpeting, 
renovated bathrooms. Starting at $260 in-
cluding some utilities. Pets welcome upon 
approval. Deposit holds. 660-665-3779.

For Rent: WALK TO CLASS! Two- and 
three-bedroom apartments available for 
the 2008/2009 school year. Only a block 
from campus. Furnished or unfurnished. 
660-341-1805.

For Rent: REDUCED RENT on this super 
nice fi ve-bedroom house. New cabinetry, 
new appliances, beautiful bathrooms, 
large bedrooms, washer/dryer, nice fl oor-
ing, central air and reasonable heating 
bills. Pet accepted upon request. Deposit 
holds. 660-665-3779.

For Rent: Summer lease. One-bedroom, 
one bathroom apartment. 600 sq. ft. Well 
furnished. $275/month plus utilities. Free 
water. 515 N. Mulanix, Apt #2. Call (417) 
496-7805 or email prs543@truman.edu.

For Rent: RENT REDUCED on this newly 
renovated, very nice three-bedroom 
house with all utilities included.Walking 
distance from campus. Nice location. 
Deposit holds. 660-665-3779.

For Rent: Extremely nice three-bedroom 
modern and effi  cient apartment with full 
kitchen and convenient laundry/storage 
room combined, all kitchen appliances 
plus washer and dryer furnished. All 
electric with central air and heat, snow 
removal and all maintenance included. 
Available July/August. Call Greg for details. 
660-626-7695

For Rent: REDUCED RENT! Enjoy living on 
your own in a spacious three-, and four-
bedroom house. New beautiful cabinetry 
with island in kitchen, new appliances, 
new bathrooms, washer/dryer. LARGE 
bedrooms. Walking distance to campus. 
660-665-3779.

For Rent: “Cove at Kirksville” leasing now 
for fall 2008. Kirksville’s fi rst “resort” style 
student housing development. Four-
bedroom, four bath, cottage style homes, 
fully frnished, washer and dryer, club 
house, hot tubs and so much more. Call for 
information. 314-324-2865

For Rent: Houses with 2-6 bedrooms 
located close to campus and downtown.  
Some utilities provided.  Some include 
washer and dryer.  Reasonable rent plus 
deposit.  May and August leases available.  
Call 626-4641 or 626-3765.

For Rent: Available May 1 for summer 
rental. Comfortable three room plus bath, 
upstairs apartment. Residential location, 
off  street parking, and close to the Truman 
campus. Water and trash included. $275. 
660-665-6386

For Rent: GRADUATION WEEKEND! Bring 
the entire family. Seven-bedroom (eight 
bed) fully furnished house available for 
rent for 2008 Graduation weekend.  Close 
to campus, $500 for weekend. 660-341-
5184.

For Rent: Effi  ciency, one and two bed-
room apartments located close to campus 
and downtown.  Heat and water paid, plus 
coin operated laundry.  $190.00-$260.00 
per month plus deposit.  No pets.  Avail-
able in May.  Call 626-4641 or 626-3765.

For Rent: Nice, well kept, three-bedroom 
home, close to Truman. Attached garage, 
screened in back porch and nice yard. 573-
470-1132.

For Rent: Nice apartments $350 - $400 for 
two or three persons. Call today 627-2060. 
Ask about our “Special”.

For Rent: One-, two-, and three-bedroom 
apartments available for May and August 
leases. www.pinkrentals.com

For Rent: Studio apartments, two blocks 
from campus. $240/month. 660-216-9932

For Rent: One-bedroom furnished apart-
ment with off  street parking, air, walk-in 
closets, two blocks from TSU. Available in 
May. 660-488-6465.

For Rent: Century 21 Whitney Agency, Inc. 
has rentals available for May and August 
leases. Some are closer than you could 
park! We have 1 bedroom, 2 bedroom, 
and some 3 bedroom units left. Call Tracy 
at 665-5678 and check us out at www.
c21kirksville.com

For Rent: Two bedroom apartment all 
electric, central heat and air, washer/dryer 
hookup, new carpet, off  street parking. 
$425/month.  Lease and deposit required.  
660-665-2028

For Rent: 5 bedroom, 2 bath home with 
fenced in yard and garage.  1000.00 per 
month, lawn care provided.  715 W. Hil-
dreth.  Please call Denise at 665-4461

For Rent: Two bedroom house, central 
hear and air, off  street parking, washer/
dryer hookup, stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer furnished. $400/month. Lease and 
deposit required.  660-665-2028

Now Hiring: Market research interview-
ers. Part-time work, fl exible scheduling, 
$7.50/hr starting wage, employees meet-
ing quality standards could earn up to 
$9.75 within 90 days.  Interviewing at the 
Missouri Career Center (MACC campus), 
Mondays 9 a.m. to noon and Wednesdays 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. For further info., call 660-
626-1500.

Now Hiring: Chariton Valley Association, 
905 E. George in Kirksville.  Needs part 
time employees for summer help.  Come 
to the offi  ce to pick up an application.

New Coin Laundry: 1003 W. Michigan. All 
new machines. Front load washers. Please 
use only high effi  ciency soap.  Give us a 
visit! 

Lancaster Country Club: Beautiful, 
scenic lake golf course. SPECIAL: Mon-
Thurs, play all day with cart - just $20 + tax.  
The Club’s celebrated open format Men’s 
League every Tuesday Night at 5:30 p.m. is 
open to nonmembers too with a reduced 
green fee. Come visit us. Just 20 miles 
north of Kirksville on US 63. Tel: 660-457-
2277.
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