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BY JACK NICHOLL
Staff  Reporter

For a team that has lost only 
one game this year by more than 
two runs, stolen bases can make 
the difference between a loss and 
a win in the record column.

The Bulldog softball team is 
stealing plenty, averaging nearly 
three a game. In 25 games this sea-
son, they have 64 stolen bases in 75 
attempts. Truman’s opponents have 
swiped 13 bases in 22 attempts. 

Truman is 12th in Div. II and 
fi rst in the MIAA in steals per 
game.

“Not only is it great that we 
can steal those bases and we don’t 
have to rely on sacrifi ces, but it 
automatically puts us in scoring 
position to score more runs,” 
head coach Erin Brown said.

Leading Truman are outfi eld-
ers senior Christen Belcher and 
junior Dani Mayer, who normal-
ly hit one and three, respectively, 
in the lineup. Belcher is 27 for 
32 in stolen base attempts, and 
Mayer is 20 for 22. Belcher was 

sixth and Mayer 13th in the na-
tion as of March 30.

Belcher is on pace to beat the 42 
stolen bases she had last year. She 
had 24 stolen bases her freshman 
year and 45 her sophomore year. 
Belcher already holds the Truman 
career record for stolen bases.

A slap hitter who does not 
draw many walks, Belcher 
more than makes up for it with 
her speed. She attempts a steal 
almost every time she gets on 
base, and she almost always is 
moving on the fi rst pitch.

“Sometimes we have to have 
patience because now that I’m a 
senior there are a lot of teams that 
I have played before, and they al-
ready know that I’m going to go,” 
Belcher said. “A lot of times they 
will call a pitchout. Sometimes it 
is kind of a mind game between 
coach and the catcher.”

Belcher has been on base 39 
times this season and she has 32 
stolen base attempts.

“She’s really good at reading, 
watching the pitcher,” Brown 
said. “If she goes on the chan-

geup, she’s there by the time the 
catcher gets the ball.”

Mayer is a power threat 
as well as a speed threat. She 
is leading Truman with three 
homeruns, but she also is fast 
enough for infi eld hits. 

As fast as Belcher and Mayer 
are, they are both baserunners 
who know how to pick the right 
pitches on which to steal. Brown 
said she often gives them the 
green light to steal on their own.

“A lot of it isn’t how fast you 
are, but how good you are at bas-
erunning and sensing what is go-
ing to happen,” Brown said. 

Belcher and Mayer are the top 
two on the team in batting average, 
at bats, slugging percentage and 
on-base percentage, which in turn 
gives them more chances to steal 
than anyone else on the team.

Sophomore catcher Erica 
LaCombe is third on the team 
with a perfect 8 for 8 in sto-
len base attempts this season. 
Senior Kali Holleran has four 
and five more ’Dogs have at 
least one. LaCombe already 

has matched her total from 
last year.

Belcher and Mayer are sec-
ond and third in the MIAA in 
steals, and the duo, as well as 
LaCombe, are near the top of the 
league in steals per game.

Against baserunners as smart 
on the basepaths and as fast as 
Truman’s are, there is little the 
opposition can do to prevent a 
stolen base.

“Sometimes the catcher will 
call a pitch out, but there’s noth-
ing you can really do,” senior 
Katie Noski said.

Stealing third is also an op-
tion for the ’Dogs. Brown said 
the team will weigh its options 
depending on whether the third 
baseman or shortstop will cover 
on a steal. Brown said the batter 
sometimes will swing through a 
pitch to make it harder for the 
catcher to make a good throw.

Truman is second as a team in 
the MIAA behind Emporia State 
University. In the 10-team league, 
only two teams have at least half 
the stolen bases Truman does.

Come in and check out 
our new menu items and 

drink specials. 
Located on the north side of the square.

Trivia Night
8 p.m. – 10 p.m. on 
Wednesdays
5 p.m. – 9 p.m., 1/2 lb. of 
boneless wings $2.95

Taco Tuesday
5 p.m. – 9 p.m.
$.50 Tacos and 
Extremely Cheap 
Margarita Specials

Burger Buck Night
6 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Every Thursday
$1 Quarter Pound Hamburgers

The Best Beer 
Special in Town
After 10 p.m. on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday Nights

A Symposium of Creative, Cultural, and Critical Writings”
10:00 a.m. Friday, April 4 through 9:30 p.m. Saturday, April 5

SPECIAL EVENTS:  
GLADYS COGGSWELL:  
“COMMUNITY BUILDING THROUGH FOLKLORE” 
7:30 p.m. Friday, SUB Down Under
Master storyteller, folklorist, educator, radio host, and singer, 
Coggswell has been sharing her art across the country for twenty 
years.  A participant in the Smithsonian “River of Song” project, 
a featured guest at the National Storytelling Festival, and a frequent 
contributor to PBS, she mentors young professional storytellers 
and oral historians, and has served as an educational research 
facilitator in China.

POETRY SLAM.  
Woody’s, 9:30 p.m. Friday
Bring three original poems to Woody’s at 9:30 p.m. Friday.  
Read or recite, and win the hearts and minds of your peers, 
and prize money too. 

WORKSHOP WITH DEBRA DI BLASI  
Baldwin Hall 351, 11:00-2:30, Saturday
Writer of fi ction and screenplays, poet, painter, musician and 
multimedia artist, Di Blasi will workshop with those interested 
in multimedia writing.

BARBECUE AND POT LUCK  
University Club, 5:00-7:00, Saturday. 
Music by Jessie Witherell.  Bring food to share.

DEBRA DI BLASI’S KEYNOTE READING.  
SUB Down Under, 7:30 p.m. Saturday
Di Blasi’s JIRI CHRONICLES has garnered praise from the 
New York Times Book Review, and her screenplay, DROUGHT, 
went to the Cannes Film Festival.  A Kirksville native De Blasi now
gives readings and directs creative writing workshops nationwide; 
this summer she will be featured at the Center for the Book in 
Cape Town, South Africa.

For a full schedule of presentations, go to <gradeng.truman.edu>. 

Sponsored by Graduate English Organization, 
Department of English and Linguistics, Folklore Minor, 
Offi ce of Interdisciplinary Studies

“FROM HOMER 
     TO SIMPSON:

Softball falls to 12-13
BY JACK NICHOLL
Staff  Reporter

The women’s softball team has slowed 
since the end of Midterm Break.

The Bulldogs (12-13, 0-4 MIAA) played 
13 games during the past two weeks, in-
cluding three MIAA games and fi ve games 
in the March 29-30 Nebraska-Omaha Tour-
nament. The team fi nished at 3-10 in the 
two-week span.

The struggles continued with two loss-
es yesterday at home versus conference 
foe Northwest Missouri State University. 
Senior Katie Noski started the fi rst game, 
pitching fi ve-plus innings in the 4-3 extra-
inning loss. In the second game the Truman 
women fell behind early and never recov-
ered, losing 3-0.

“One thing is the pitching staff has 
been giving up runs in the fi rst inning, so 
that kind of sets a bad tone for the game,” 
Noski said. “I think that is one thing that 
has changed [from the beginning of the sea-
son] — giving up runs at the beginning of 
games. We’re getting behind, and we’re al-
ways playing catch-up.”

After starting the season 9-3, the Bull-
dogs lost eight of nine before winning two 
games to close the Nebraska-Omaha Tour-
nament. Seven of those eight losses were 
by two runs or fewer. In the three wins, the 
team won by an average of more than fi ve 
runs a game.

In 25 games this season, the team has al-
lowed 17 runs in the fi rst inning compared 

to only 57 the rest of the game. Head coach 
Erin Brown said falling behind early puts 
added pressure on the hitters and pitchers 
and that the team sometimes thinks it needs 
to make something happen. Even with the 
fi rst-inning woes, Truman was tied for fi rst 
in the MIAA with a 2.73 ERA going into 
Wednesday’s games. 

The pitching staff has surrendered 16 
home runs, negating a strong defense for 
the ’Dogs. 

“We would almost rather give up a walk 
than a two-run home run, especially when 
the game is tied,” Brown said.

Truman started the two-week span 
March 20 with its home opener, a rain 
makeup against Southwest Minnesota State 
University. The teams played doublehead-
ers on consecutive days, with Truman los-
ing the fi rst three games by two runs each 
before avoiding a sweep with a 10-3 victory 
in the last game.

Noski (1.55 ERA) got the no-decision 
in the fi rst game and the win in the fourth 
game, pitching 13.2 innings and only al-
lowing two earned runs. Her control also 
was precise, only allowing two walks to 11 
strikeouts in the two games.

After the four home games, the team 
traveled to Central Missouri University for 
a two-game set to open the MIAA season. 
Truman was outscored 4-0 and 5-3. 

The losing streak increased to fi ve when 
the squad lost the fi rst three games of the 
Nebraska-Omaha Tournament, including a 
5-3 loss against No. 23 Minnesota-Manka-

to University and a 2-1 loss against No. 3 
University of Nebraska-Omaha. The team 
rebounded with two wins to close the tour-
nament going into yesterday’s conference 
doubleheader against Northwest Missouri 
State University.

Truman will continue its conference 
schedule with games against six different 
teams in the next 17 days. As of last week, 
Truman was ranked third in the North Cen-
tral Region.

“The next couple weeks is all conference 
games, and that is either going to make up 
or break us,” Noski said.

The team is continuing to strand bas-
erunners, which has been a season-long 
problem. Truman is fourth in the 10-team 
MIAA in batting average and second in 
total stolen bases but only eighth in runs 
scored.

“We don’t have a lot of overpowering, 
huge girls,” senior Christen Belcher said. 
“Hitting for base hits and running the bases 
quickly and smartly is our strategy.”

During the two-week span, the team had 
runners on base multiple times with fewer 
than two outs and could not score.

“We need to fi gure out how to manufac-
ture runs,” Noski said. “Along with that, we 
need to have confi dence that we can do it. ... 
Once we start hitting, everything is going to 
fall back in place again.”

Junior Dani Mayer has been consistently 
strong for the ’Dogs. She leads the team 
with three home runs and is second on the 
team with a .357 average.

Blake Peterson/Index
Junior Stephanie Martin winds up for a pitch in a game earlier 
this year. Martin started Game 2 against Northwest yesterday.

Softball racks up stolen bags

Joe Barker/Index
Senior Christen Belcher breaks for second on a successful 
steal attempt yesterday against Northwest Missouri. She 
has 27 steals this season and 138 in her career.


