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Sophomore forward Lisa Nadeau works around a defender in a late-season game. The women’s soccer team 
concluded its season with a loss in the opening round of the NCAA Tournament.

BY RYAN TURNER
Staff  Reporter

Having seen the University 
of Nebraska-Omaha earlier this 
season, the Bulldogs thought 
they knew what to expect from 
the Mavericks. But when the 
fi rst round of the NCAA tourna-
ment got underway, they didn’t 
know what hit them.

The women’s soccer team’s 
(15-7-1) season came to a swift 
end early Friday afternoon with 
a 3-0 loss to UNO. The Mavs 
avenged a 2-1 defeat in mid-Sep-
tember at Truman, eliminating 
the ’Dogs from the Div. II NCAA 
tournament in the fi rst round. The 
Bulldogs’ futility against UNO in 
the tournament continued. The 
team now is 0-4 in the tourna-
ment against the Mavs all-time. 

The Bulldogs were frustrated 
by UNO’s strong attack all day. 

“They pressured us pretty 
well, and we didn’t deal with 
it that well,” head coach Mike 
Cannon said. “We didn’t really 
keep possession of the ball to re-
lieve the pressure.”

The Bulldogs fi rst succumbed 
to the Mavericks’ pressure at the 
19-minute mark, giving up a 
goal off a corner kick. Cannon 
said the team hasn’t been great 
in the air this season, and it came 
back to bite the women early in 
the match.

“It just seems like a lot of 
times we had a hard time win-
ning the ball out of the air and 
keeping possession,” junior for-
ward Katelyn Talcott said. 

The biggest blow of the 
game was yet to come. Senior 

UNO forward Brandie Beale 
beat several defenders and fi -
nally junior goalkeeper Emily 
Roark to give the Mavs a 2-0 
lead in the match. 

The goal created a steep dif-
ference for the Bulldogs only 30 
minutes into the contest.

Although the Bulldogs con-
tinued to struggle during the fi rst 
half, they didn’t allow another 
goal during the fi rst 45 minutes. 

The team stepped up its 
play in the second half, but it 
wasn’t enough.

“Our second half was bet-
ter, but we were already down 
by two goals, so it’s tough to 
come back from that,” Can-
non said. “We actually kept 
the ball a bit more and dealt 
with their pressure a lot better, 
created a couple of chances, 

which we should have had at 
least one goal.”

But the Bulldogs never man-
aged to break up the shutout. 
Their defi cit grew once more 
when the team allowed a third 
goal in the 72nd minute. 

Three goals is the most the 
team has allowed in a single 
game since before conference 
play began, when the ’Dogs suf-
fered a 3-1 loss to the University 
of Central Oklahoma. 

The Bulldogs were frustrated 
because they beat UNO 2-1 at 
home earlier in the year.

 “I know that our skill level 
matches up with their skill level, 
and a 3-0 loss doesn’t represent 
that,” Talcott said.

Because the Bulldogs dug them-
selves a fi rst half hole, the team 
could not mount a comeback.

“I guess now we kind of 
learned that you have to play the 
whole game and not just 45 min-
utes of it,” senior fullback Emily 
Newsham said.

A positive that Cannon said 
he took from the match is that the 
team followed a weak fi rst half 
with a much-improved second 
half, which has been consistant 
for the Bulldogs this season.

The Mavericks came out 
stronger from the start, and 
Newsham said she thinks their 
efforts were rewarded.

“I think the big main part is 
that they defi nitely wanted it 
more than us, and it showed,” 
Newsham said.

Another reason the slow 
start hurt the Bulldogs was 
that the game was played on 
an artificial surface, unlike 

their usual grass field.
“They were very aggres-

sive,” Cannon said. “Some of 
it was their pressure, some of it 
was, I just don’t think we, for 
whatever reason, were ready 
for it, because we should’ve 
been. And being on the turf a 
little bit made [the ball] harder 
to control.”

Cannon said that being on 
turf wasn’t an excuse because 
the team has to play wherever 
it’s told to play and should 
overcome obstacles like differ-
ent surfaces.

“[Great] teams find ways to 
win on any surface,” Cannon 
said.

The Bulldogs will get at least 
two shots at revenge against 
UNO next season, when the 
Mavs join the MIAA.
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The women’s soccer team’s season 
came to an anticlimactic end. 

The Bulldogs (15-7-1) were bumped 
from the NCAA tournament in a some-
what-routine fashion. Regional rival 
University of Nebraska-Omaha elimi-
nated the Bulldogs for the fourth time 
in as many NCAA tourney meetings. 

The season’s end came early for 
everyone on the Bulldogs roster, but 
particularly for this year’s graduating 
class, including senior fullback Emily 
Newsham. 

“I didn’t really feel like it was my 
last one until it was over, but it [went] 
by really quickly,” Newsham said. “It 
was too soon.”

Newsham had a solid year for the 
Bulldogs but not one easily found in a 
box score. As a defender, her most tell-
ing statistic would be goals scored by an 
opposing team. 

The Bulldogs only allowed 0.82 
goals per game this season. Junior goal-
keeper Emily Roark’s largely contrib-
uted to the statistic, but Newsham was a 
key part as well. 

A lot of the low goal-scoring can 
be attributed to a lack of shots, which 
Newsham helped control by being ag-
gressive and taking on opposing for-
wards.

In the MIAA conference tournament, 
the Bulldogs permitted two shots on goal 

during the entire tournament for an av-
erage of one per game. This helped the 
’Dogs post shutouts in both matches.

Newsham was not always a de-
fender. She has played as a forward 
and midfi elder. Her time as an offen-
sive player helped her learn how to be 
a better defender.  

“I just know what I hated that [op-
posing] defenders did, so I just tried to 
do that,” Newsham said.

Newsham’s game was not one-sided 
this season, though. She said that because 
of her experience playing forward, she 
loved to get involved in the attack.

“[Newsham’s] such a skillful player,”  
head coach Mike Cannon said. “She’s 
probably one of the best attacking backs 
we’ve ever had as far as being able to be 
offensive. She scored a couple of goals 
this year, got into the attack a lot while 
still being very good at shutting down 
the other team. She’s a good player — 
we could’ve play her up top, in the mid-
dle of the fi eld, out wide. She’s a pretty 
versatile player. I think we found a really 
good spot for her this year.” 

Newsham’s achievements were not 
ignored by all-conference voters, as she 
was recognized as fi rst-team All-MIAA 
this season after earning honorable 
mention last year.

“I just wanted to fi nish the year 
playing the best soccer that I ever had 
played,” Newsham said.

Although the Bulldogs will lose both 
Newsham and Roark, they have plenty of 

Season ends with 3-0 loss to UNO in first round

Women wrap up 
winning season

talent returning next season. The team’s 
top fi ve returning scorers all will be back 
next fall. Sophomore forward Jessica 
Wiegert, who led the team in scoring as 
a freshman last year, reclaimed this dis-
tinction again by registering 19 points. 
Senior forward Katie Ruefer is the only 
loss up front for the Bulldogs.

The Bulldogs’ goal-scoring average 
is up from 1.58 to 1.68 goals per game 
from last season. With the top scorers 
gaining experience, especially tourna-
ment experience, that average should 
rise again next year. 

Cannon said earlier this season that 
he would like to average two goals 
per game, which was the average in 
2004 — the last time Truman made 
the tournament.

Returning to the postseason was a 
big accomplishment the team. 

“You can look at it any different way 

you want to spin it, obviously — being 
tied for the conference championship, 
winning the conference tournament, 
making the [NCAA] tournament — 
those are important steps,” Cannon said.

Junior forward Katelyn Talcott said 
she thinks many of the holes being cre-
ated by graduating players will be fi lled 
by younger players.

“I feel like people that didn’t really 
have a chance to play this year, maybe 
like freshmen that are coming up, are 
going to be really good,” Talcott said. “I 
don’t see a drop in our level next year. 
I think we have another good chance to 
make the playoffs next year.”

Cannon said he would have liked the 
team to have played better in the NCAA 
tournament but that he is optimistic 
about the future of the program.

“I expect we’ll be right in the thick of 
things again for a conference champion-

ship [and] hopefully get a spot in the play-
offs,” Cannon said. “It might be a little bit 
tougher with UNO joining the conference. 
That’s two more tough conference games 
for everybody. It’s not going to be easy for 
UNO with how deep our conference is as 
far as no team’s going to win every game 
in the conference.”

UNO’s addition is not the only 
change in store for the MIAA. Because 
of the additional two games per team 
being added to the schedule, the confer-
ence tournament, new this year, will be 
dropped. The regular season champion 
will get the conference’s automatic bid 
next season.

“Disappointing end, but overall, 
we’re real happy with the season,” Can-
non said. “We accomplished a lot of our 
goals, and ... we’re looking forward to 
spring, getting back at it and getting 
ready for ’08.” 

Two fresh eggs, chopped sausage, ba-
con or ham, sautéed peppers and on-
ions served atop a bed of  crispy hash-
browns with toast, a side of  sour cream 
and a cup of  salsa.

Old Southwest Breakfast

FFeature Breakfast

Breaded jalapeno poppers served with
ranch dressing.

Cream Cheese Poppers

FFeature Appetizer

FFeature Sandwich

Quarter-pound hamburger 
topped with our homemade 
chili, aged cheddar cheese sauce,
and diced onions served on a big
bun. You’ll need a fork!
Served with a side of  
cheesy fries.

The Garbage Burger

To be continued ...

PC delights taste buds
Featured foods fill
hungry stomachs 
around Kirksville

Open 24-7
(Except 9 p.m. Sunday to 6 a.m. Monday)


