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Renovations improve accessibility

BY ARRON HUSTEAD
for the Index

Everyone on campus has to
cope with what seems like constant
construction, but for some, the ren-
ovations have even greater effects.

The University currently is in
the process of remodeling Blanton,
Nason and Brewer halls and the
Student Union Building, finishing
the remodeling of Missouri and
Barnett halls, making repairs to
Magruder Hall and planning reno-
vations for the Pershing Building
and Dobson, Ryle and Centennial
halls.

Construction can cause
problems for people with dis-
abilities as they make their way
across campus.

“The construction can affect
people in multiple ways,” said
Vicky Wehner, coordinator of
students with disabilities. “One,
the construction vehicles being
out and about on the sidewalks
can cause some major problems
for those trying to get around
that area to their classes. Then
there are noise issues that every-
one has to deal with.”

As buildings on campus are re-
modeled, the University is making
changes to improve accessibility
for people with disabilities. The
Americans with Disabilities Act
does not require the University to
retrofit older buildings, but as reno-
vations occur, it does require the
University to make buildings ac-
cessible in accordance with ADA
guidelines.

Those guidelines include pro-
viding an appropriate number of
handicap-accessible parking spac-
es and appropriate signage to direct
people to accessible entrances and
creating at least one handicap ac-
cessible route from the parking lot
and one accessible route to other
buildings. Also, objects can’t pro-
trude more than four inches into
walkways, the ground needs to be
stable, firm and slip-resistant, and
buildings that are three or more
stories tall are required to provide
an elevator.

“As we remodel the dormi-
tories, we are making all of the
remodeled areas ADA-compliant
or adaptable to someone with dis-
abilities,” Campus Planner Mark
Schultz said.

Once the renovations in BNB
are complete, the rooms will be
easily adaptable for those with dis-
abilities, Schultz said. BNB and
Dobson halls also will have eleva-
tors installed.

Schultz said the elevator in
BNB will cost about $500,000 and
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Campus construction eventually will create better facilities on campus, but renovation equipment can present challenges
for students, faculty and staff members with disabilities.

will be paid for out of student hous-
ing fees.

As more residence halls be-
come ADA-compliant through
renovation, more rooms will be-
come available for disabled stu-
dents. The University has had to
change room assignments to fit
the needs of students with dis-
abilities in the past. However, the
number of ADA-compliant rooms
will limit the number of similar
changes in the future. The major-
ity of ADA-compliant housing ac-
commodations are located in Fair
Apartments, West Campus Suites
and Missouri Hall.

“Students have been really
good and patient with us trying to
find places to accommodate them,”
Wehner said.

Wehner said there always
have been places to accommo-
date students with disabilities
but that it has been a juggling
act to place everybody in an
appropriate room.

Another circumstance in which
room assignment changes might
be made is if someone experienced
an injury and had temporary mo-
bility problems. Wehner said this
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could cause problems if the injured
person lives on the fourth or fifth
floor because he or she would have
problems getting off those floors in
case of an emergency.

These  con-

of the buildings don’t work. The
microwave in the kitchenette is
way too high, so whenever I want
something to eat late at night, [ have
to wait for someone to come to the

lounge and ask them

cerns can lead to
temporarily relo-
cating students to
emergency rooms
on lower levels.
“We  always
seem to work it
out,” Wehner said.

“Students have
been really good
and patient
with us trying to
find places to

to use it for me, which
is weird. I shouldn’t
have to do that.”
Handicap acces-
sibility is the most
pressing concern re-
garding residence hall
renovation, according

“It just may take accommodate to the Student Senate’§
us a day or two to Y Truman Tomorrow:
figure out what we them. Arete.  Accessibility
are going to do for will be a big concern
the students and Vicky Wehner for the University dur-
the student’s best Coordinator of ing the next five years

interests.”
Wehner said
there are about

Students with
Disabilities

as each residence hall
is updated, according
to Arete. The Sen-

20 students on
campus who need specific hous-
ing accommodations. Junior
Megan Norlin lives in Missouri
Hall and is a wheelchair user.
Norlin said she still has a few
issues with accessibility.

“It’s justa bunch of little things,”
Norlin said. “Like the doors in a lot
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ate’s constitution es-
tablishes a Campus Environment
Sub-Committee that considers any
handicap accessibility issues stu-
dents might have. The committee
strives to ensure that “decisions
affecting the campus environment
will receive appropriate student,
faculty, staff and administrative

input prior to implementation,” ac-
cording to the constitution.

Missouri Hall went through the
renovation process last year and
now has 100-percent handicap ac-
cessibility and automatic doors.

“One of the first things you’ll
notice is the automatic doors that
have been installed for the build-
ing,” Missouri Hall Director Zac
Burden said. “The front door has a
vestibule with two automatic doors,
which is really nice. It’s conve-
nient for folks with disabilities, but
it’s also convenient for folks who
just have their hands full.”

Access to the back of Missouri
Hall from the parking lot also has
improved greatly since the renova-
tion. Construction crews removed
old concrete and installed a low-
grade ramp and automatic doors.

“The true handicap entrance to
the building prior to the renovation
was the back door on the south
side,” Burden said. “They had built
a small concrete ramp, but it was
pretty narrow. If you went a little
bit to the left or a little bit to the
right, it was really easy to take a
wheelchair off of that ramp. It just
wasn’t a good ramp.”
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Despite Missouri Hall’s recent
renovation, some changes had to
be made after it opened.

“The biggest issue — and it’s
gotten better — is the shower that
use,” Norlin said. “It was supposed
to be a roll-in, and it originally
wasn’t. They responded to that is-
sue very quickly, so I have no com-
plaints about that.”

Norlin said she was surprised at
how quickly the University fixed
the problem.

“Considering that this building
was just renovated, and I moved
in, and my family and I said, ‘Wait,
this isn’t right,” and then in October
it’s fixed,” Norlin said. “I wasn’t
expecting that. I was expecting
maybe next semester or maybe next
year. The fact that they responded
to it in a matter of two months is
really awesome. I’ve never experi-
enced that before.”

Students are not the only ones
who are affected by the ongo-
ing construction. David Wohlers,
professor of chemistry, has a vi-
sual impairment and said he has
to adapt constantly to the changes
being made on campus.

“When they fix sidewalks,
it’s always blocked off,” Wohlers
said. “It’s sort of a moving target.
You always have to be really care-
ful. You get used to certain things
being certain ways most of the
time, and so you lax up on your
travel technique, and you bump
into stuff.”

Wohlers said the renova-
tions in the SUB have had a
large effect on him because the
arrangement is different from
what he is used to. He said he
anticipates that the arrange-
ment in the SUB might cause
problems in the future.

‘Wohlers said he thinks the reno-
vations are just something that you
have to live with and adapt to. He
said it makes things easier when
people are good about pointing
things out and the work areas are
taped off.

Norlin said she thinks the Uni-
versity will need to do even more
to help students with more severe
disabilities in the future.

“Eventually, it would be
good if Truman found a way to
accommodate other people who
are not able to take care of them-
selves,” she said. “Maybe have
that be someone’s student job
or something. Maybe a student
could come and help someone
getting dressed in the morning. I
don’t need that kind of help, but
I think that Truman is going to
get to the point where they get
that kind of attention.”

660-785-4319

For Rent

For Rent: Behrman Rentals is offer-
ing a selection of two-, three- and
four-bedroom houses close to Tru-
man Campus. All homes offer off-
street parking, washer and dryers,
and many have central air. These are
well-maintained rentals and are avail-
able for May 2008. Call Jeff Behrman,
owner-agent at 660-626-7598 or visit
housesinkirksville.com.

For Rent: One-, two-, three-, four-,
five-, and six-bedroom apartments
and houses for the 2008 school year.
Call 660-216-1179

For Rent: Get on the list now for best
selection! Now taking applications
for “White Apartments”and other
locations. One-, two-, three-, four-
and five-bedrooms. Call 627-2060 or
submit online application at Kirksvil-
leAptRentals.com

For Rent: Renting nice two-bedroom
house for next semester (available
sooner if needed). 1 1/2 blocks from
campus. WD. Call 660-341-6947.

For Rent: Attention professional
students: Multiple high-quality

two- and three-bedroom modern
apartments with countless amenities
currently available for May 2008 and
August 2008 leases. Locations are “al
in established “safe” residential/rental
progressive areas of the city. These
beautiful complexes are all electric
(no gas price fluctuation or asphyxi-
ation worries) and are geared for
professional conscientious individuals
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who place a high emphasis on safety,
privacy, and an attractive surround-
ing less than a five minute commute
from campus. Please call 626-7695
for details. Student references gladly
given on request.

For Rent: Enjoy living on your own in
this spacious three-bedroom house.
New beautiful cabinetry, new appli-
ances, new bathrooms, washer/dryer.
LARGE bedrooms. Deposit holds.
660-665-3779.

For Rent: Looking for lots of space?
Here’s a six- to seven-bedroom build-
ing. All new cabinetry, new applianc-
es, new bathrooms, washer/dryer and
walking distance to campus. Deposit
holds. 660-665-3779.

For Rent: Super nice four- and five-
bedroom houses. New cabinetry,
new appliances, beautiful bathrooms,
large bedrooms, washer/dryer, nice
flooring too. Deposit holds. 660-665-
3779

For Rent: Very nice one- and two-
bedroom houses and apartments. Ex-
tra nice kitchens with new appliances,
carpeting, renovated bathrooms. Pets
welcome upon approval. Deposit
holds. 660-665-3779

For Rent: Two, two-bedroom base-
ment apartments. Landlord furnishes
washer/dryer, lawnmower, refrigera-
tor and pays utilities. Two showers.
Near Stokes Stadium: one-block east.
No big noise, smoking or pets. $235

For Rent

per renter. Call 660-258-3791.

For Rent: New one-, two-, three-
bedroom apartments. June & August
contracts. All with washers, dryers,
central heat & air, and private parking.
Other two-, to four-bedroom houses
available all within two blocks of cam-
pus. 660-627-5437 or 660-341-5538.

For Rent: 901 S. Haliburton, three-,
to four-bedroom, central heat, loft
electric heat, window a/c, stove,
refrigerator, washer/dryer. One block
from campus. Available June 1. $750/
month. 660-349-8552

For Sale

For Sale: Like new Gateway laptop
with HP Deskjet printer and carrying
case. 1.6 GHz Intel dual-core mobile
processor, 100 GB HD, 15.4" wide-
screen ultrabright display, wireless
card and DVD-RW drive. Also includes
Windows Vista, Spy Sweeper and
Trend Micro Antivirus 2007. Purchased
in May for $1200. Only asking for $850.
Call Jean Richardson 665-8255.

Now Hiring

Now Hiring: Market Research In-
terviewers. Part time work, flexible
scheduling, $7.50/hr starting wage,
employees meeting quality standards
could earn up to $9.75 within 90 days.
Interviewing at the Missouri Career
Center (MACC campus), Monday’s 9
a.m. to noon and Wednesday’s 1 p.m.
to 4 p.m. For further info. Call 660-
626-1500.

Deadline: Monday by 5 p.m.

Wanted

Wanted: Two female subleas-

ers needed for spring semester in
four-bedroom apartment on High

St. Two blocks from campus. $225/
month plus utilities. 314-960-3178 or
Imp547@truman.edu

Wanted: Disabled person NEEDS
personal computer; requests DONA-
TION (unable to afford a computer).
James, 516 E. Jefferson, Apt. C, Kirks-
ville, Missouri.

Wanted: Two to three subleasers for
apartment in Vista Heights Spring
‘08. Two-bedroom, one bath, clean
and spacious, new carpeting. Rent
negotiable. cpr902@truman.edu or
816-225-1236

Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous: Can We Know God?
“And this is eternal life, that they may
know You, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”
John 17:3 Lake Road Chapel 22963
Potter Trail Sun. 10 a.m., Wed. 7 p.m.
lakeroadchapel.org. Call 660-349-
0766

Miscellaneous: FREE GARDASIL

at Planned Parenthood. Be one

less life affected by cervical cancer.
Call 1-800-230-PLAN or visit www.
plannedparenthood.org/trpp.
Services provided on a nondiscrimi-
natory basis.




