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Sinclair station will open
near West Campus Suites
BY CAITLIN DEAN
Staff Reporter

Jackson Groves/Index

The Sinclair station being built at Fourth and W. Normal streets will be a
fuel-card-only system, and will not include a convenience store.

Kum & Go soon will have competition as the gas station closest to campus.
Kirksville citizen Charles Morris
plans to open a Sinclair pump at Fourth
and W. Normal streets.
“It’s going to be a fuel card system,”
Morris said. “There’s no attendant, no
cash. It’ll be strictly credit card.”
Morris has previous experience in
the oil industry. He has worked as a
distributor and opened his first station
March 15, 1966.
“At one time I owned two [stations]
of my own, and I supplied three others,”
Morris said.
The idea to open the station came
about a year and a half ago when Morris
spoke with one of his employees. Their
dream quickly has become a reality.
“We done some dirt work back in
early spring, but the actual concrete
laying was probably about two months
ago,” Morris said. “We’re hoping [to
open in] the latter part of November,
depends on the weather. I’d say we’re
somewhere around 40 percent complete
right now.”
Morris said he selected this location
because he already owned the property
but that he hopes for excellent business.
“It’s a good location by the college
and hospital,” Morris said. “I think it’ll
be a good thing for everybody.”

This is Morris’ first experience
working with Sinclair, but he said he is
satisfied with his selection.
“They’ve got a tremendous credit
card program,” Morris said. “That’s why
I decided to go with them.”
The station will provide premium
unleaded fuel, regular unleaded fuel
and 10 percent ethanol.
“I’ll try to be competitive with everybody,” Morris said. “I don’t intend to
have the highest [prices], I don’t intend
to have the cheapest. I intend to be competitive. We’ll have good quality fuel.”
Brad Selby, the codes and planning
director for the city, said the Sinclair
pump will benefit Kirksville.
“It will give just a little bit more
of an opportunity for people to gas up
in that part of town,” Selby said. “It’s
a convenient location. It’s on a good
street. It’s just another business opportunity for the city.”
As a new business, the pump adds
competition for the Kirksville Kum &
Go, located on South Franklin, which
has been in operation since the late
‘80s. However, senior Tom Trainor,
Kum & Go sales manager, said he is not
concerned about losing profits.
“If it were an actual convenience store,
that might affect our business a little bit,”
Trainor said. “Gas is such a small percentage of our overall sales that ... it won’t affect our business hardly at all.”
This will provide Kum & Go with

healthy competition, as do the Westport
and Party Mart stores, Trainor said.
Kum & Go marketing techniques in
response to the new pump will depend
on how much effort Sinclair puts into
what they do, Trainor said.
“If they’re making a big push to get
customers, then we’ll compete with
them to the best of our ability.”
Truman students feed the popularity
of Kum & Go, but some students said
they think the location of the new station might attract students, particularly
if prices are lower.
“Kum & Go is in the middle of
campus so they can raise their prices,”
freshman Matt Palozola said. “People
pay more for convenience.”
Palozola said he hopes the new
pump will drive down prices at Kum &
Go and other local gas retailers.
“Generally, Sinclair is a really good
competitor, and they keep their prices
lower, so that’ll in turn probably get
Kum & Go to get their prices lower,”
Palozola said.
Palozola said he weighs the differences of convenience and cost and even
travels farther for a better price for certain products, including fuel.
“I know a lot of people go to Kum
& Go, but I usually go to Murph USA
in front of Wal-Mart,” Palozola said.
“Generally it’s cheaper from what I’ve
found, so I feel better when I go to WalMart whenever I need gas.”

Fire department to purchase new aerial truck
BY JASON QUALLS
for the Index

The Kirksville Fire Department plans
to purchase a fire engine in the next six
months with revenue from a quarter-cent
sales tax that voters renewed in April.
The capital improvement sales tax
pays for capital projects citywide, including parks and recreation, the airport
and other municipal services. The next
project the Kirksville City Council decided to fund is a long-term fire truck
replacement plan. The department will
receive an extra $100,000 yearly to go
toward payment for new fire engines.
Kirksville fire chief Randy Behrens
said the department needed a new fire
engine for several years because Kirksville now has many buildings that its current aerial truck cannot reach.
“We have a 75-foot elevated platform
that just doesn’t give us the reach that we
need,” Behrens said, adding that some of
the buildings the truck cannot reach include Northeast Regional Medical Center

and Centennial Hall.
The department purchased the old engine in 1976.
Behrens said he implemented a truck
committee shortly after voters passed the
sales tax increase in April. This week, the
five-member committee considered 100foot aerial trucks to fulfill its need. He said
city budget limitations meant that completing payments for a new truck might take
too long to be in the city’s best interest.
“We put bids out for a new one,
and the cost was around $800,000,”
Behrens said.
At that price, the city would be paying for the truck for nearly 10 years.
But the department has plans to purchase more than one truck with this new
revenue increase. Pumpers, which are the
trucks seen around the city the most on a
daily basis, experience more wear and tear
than an aerial truck. Behrens said that is
the reason it would be important for the department to replace the city’s three pumpers more frequently than the aerial truck.
“I thought if we could buy [a used

aerial truck] for $300,000 — somewhere
in that range — we could purchase
pumpers a little quicker,” Behrens said.
Kirksville city manager Mari Macomber said the city would benefit from
buying a used aerial fire engine.
“There’s a need to meet a service, and
there’s a need to be fiscally responsible,
and balancing the two,” Macomber said.
“I commend the department for stepping
back and saying, ‘You know, we’d really
like to buy new, but we need to be smart
about it.’”
City financial director Laura Guy
said that just because the city is buying
a new truck does not mean the city has
more money.
“All of a sudden it looks like we
have a lot of money, we don’t,” Guy
said. “It’s just that we need to allocate
to different projects.”
Guy added that the city previously
used the quarter-cent sales tax on city
projects, including purchasing the property that was formerly the Standard Register Building, which the city had com-

pletely paid off by September.
Behrens said that in addition to the
city’s financial limitations, buying a new
truck would mean a later arrival date for
the truck itself.
“We wouldn’t have it until next
October,” Behrens said. “I think we’re
actually ahead of the game replacing
it now than we were [when looking
for new trucks].”
The sooner the department purchases the aerial truck, the sooner it will be
able to make plans for future purchases.
Guy said this long-term purchasing plan
might go through changes in the future.
“[The fire truck plan] now is approximately a sixth of what the sales tax brings
in,” Guy said. “But this capital improvement sales tax has no sunset on it.”
The arrival of additional — albeit
used — fire engines will allow the
fire department to explore options
concerning the old fire engines. Behrens said he sent a questionnaire to
smaller towns around the area to see
if they were interested in purchasing

the 30-year-old aerial truck.
“If they can’t do it and maintain it, ...
it’s just an extra piece of equipment that
I don’t maintain but we can still use here
in the city,” Behrens said, adding that
the engine had only accumulated 16,000
miles and minimal wear in 30 years.
Macomber said she will approve
the committee’s decisions before
they take purchasing proposals to the
City Council.
“If they came to me and said they
want to buy a used truck, and I didn’t
think there was any merit to it, I’d have
thought, ‘Oh, no, we’re not going to do
it,’” Macomber said. “They had sound
reasoning behind it, and so let’s take it
to council.”
Behrens said the truck committee
narrowed the choices for the aerial truck
purchase to three or four possibilities,
including a five-year-old truck from a
town in Pennsylvania.
“I’m pretty excited,” Behrens said. “I
can’t wait till we find that one that will
fit our needs.”
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Classifieds

Rates:
• On-campus customers: $3 per ad per issue. Less than 25 words.
• Off-campus customers: $5 per ad per issue. Less than 25 words.

For Rent
For Rent: Behrmann Rentals now is
taking applications for the 2008-09
leasing season. I will have available
for rent: two-, three-, four-, five- and
six-bedroom houses just blocks
from campus and all with plenty of
off-street parking. These are wellmaintained homes with stoves,
refrigerators, washer and dryers, a/c
and many updates. I also will have a
new two-bedroom duplex completed by May 2008. Call 626-7598 and
ask for Owner-agent Jeff Behrmann
or visit www.housesinkirksville.com
for more information.
For Rent: One-, two-, three-, four-,
five-, and six-bedroom apartments
and houses for the 2008 school year.
Call 660-216-1179.
For Rent: Get on the list now for
best selection! Now taking
applications for “White Apartments”
and other locations. One, two, three,
four and five bedrooms. Call 6272060 or submit online application at
KirksvilleAptRentals.com.
For Rent: Renting nice two-bedroom house for next semester (available sooner if needed). One and a
half blocks from campus. Washer and
dryer. Call 660-341-6947.
For Rent: Attention, professional
students: Multiple high-quality

For Rent
two- and three-bedroom modern
apartments with countless amenities available for May 2008 and
August 2008 leases. Locations are all
in established safe residential/rental
progressive areas of the city. These
beautiful complexes are all electric
(no gas price fluctuation or asphyxiation worries) and are geared for
professional, conscientious individuals who place a high emphasis on
safety, privacy and attractive surroundings less than a five-minute
commute from campus. Please call
626-7695 for details. Student
references gladly given on request.
For Rent: Close-to-campus, twoand three-bedroom residences.
Include washer/dryer. Available
May 2008. Call 665-7801.
For Rent: Enjoy living on your own
in this spacious three-bedroom
house. New beautiful cabinetry,
new appliances, new bathrooms,
washer/dryer. LARGE bedrooms.
Deposit holds. 660-665-3779.
For Rent: Looking for lots of space?
Here’s a six- to seven-bedroom
building. All new cabinetry, new appliances, new bathrooms, washer/
dryer and walking distance to campus. Deposit holds. 660-665-3779.
For Rent: Super nice four- and five-

For Rent
bedroom houses. New cabinetry,
new appliances, beautiful bathrooms, large bedrooms, washer/
dryer, nice flooring. Deposit holds.
660-665-3779.
For Rent: Very nice one- and twobedroom houses and apartments.
Extra nice kitchens with new appliances, carpeting, renovated bathrooms. Pets welcome upon approval. Deposit holds. 660-665-3779.
For Sale: Like-new Gateway laptop
with HP Deskjet printer and carrying case. 1.6 GHz Intel dual-core
mobile processor, 100 GB HD, 15.4”
widescreen ultrabright display,
wireless card and DVD-RW drive.
Also includes Windows Vista, Spy
Sweeper and Trend Micro Antivirus
2007. Purchased in May for $1200.
Only asking for $850. Call Jean
Richardson at 665-8255.

Now Hiring
Now Hiring: Market research interviewers. Part-time work, flexible
scheduling, $7.50/hr starting wage,
employees meeting quality
standards could earn up to $9.75
within 90 days. Interviewing at the
Missouri Career Center (MACC campus), Mondays 9 a.m. to noon and
Wednesdays 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. For further information, call 660-626-1500.

660-785-4319
Deadline: Monday by 5 p.m.

Wanted
Wanted: Two female subleasers
needed for spring semester in fourbedroom apartment on High Street.
Two blocks from campus. $225/
month plus utilities. 314-960-3178 or
lmp547@truman.edu.
Wanted: Disabled person NEEDS
personal computer; requests
DONATION (unable to afford a
computer). James, 516 E. Jefferson,
Apt. C, Kirksville, Mo.
Wanted: Classified ads. Send in your
classified ad of 25 words or less. Campus rates only $3, local/national rates
only $5. Ads exceeding 25 words cost
an additional 25 cents/word.

Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous: Can We Know God?
“And this is eternal life, that they
may know You, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom you have
sent.” John 17:3. Lake Road Chapel,
22963 Potter Trail Sundays 10 a.m.,
Wednesdays 7 p.m. lakeroadchapel.
org. Call 660-349-0766.
Miscellaneous: FREE GARDASIL
at Planned Parenthood. Be one
less life affected by cervical cancer.
Call 1-800-230-PLAN or visit www.
plannedparenthood.org/trpp.
Services provided on a
nondiscriminatory basis.

