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Two-bedroom or 
Four-bedroom loft

•Brand new and beautiful 
•Nothing else in Kirksville like it!
•Located downtown, three blocks 
from campus at 120 S. Franklin
•Water and trash included 
•All electric
•Washer, dryer, dishwasher
•Acid stained concrete fl oors

Sets now played to 
25 points, same as 
international rules
BY BRENT FOSTER
Staff  Reporter

Even with six returning se-
niors, there will be plenty of 
changes on the volleyball court 
this season for the Bulldogs.

Multiple rule changes have 
been implemented for the 2008 
season, including a change in 
the number of points needed to 
win a set — from 30 to 25.

“I hate the rule change, 
but we aren’t one of the big 
sports,” head coach Jason 
Skoch said. “The change 
is ridiculous. The [NCAA] 

wouldn’t have done some-
thing this dramatic to one of 
the big sports when the ma-
jority of the coaches voted 
against it. … I feel like they 
would have given another 
sport respect and said, ‘OK 
we are going to start in ’09 
and give you a chance to re-
ally think it through.’” 

Skoch said the coaches fi led 
an appeal through the coaches’ 
association but that the appeal 
was not able to delay the onset 
of the new rules. 

Contests played to 30 points 
demonstrated a decrease in in-
tensity in the middle of those 
sets, according to the NCAA 
Rules Committee. The Rules 
Committee also said an in-
crease in focus and fan excite-

ment is the main drive behind 
the new rules.

Skoch said the NCAA’s strat-
egy is to create fewer sweeps and 
thus make matches more com-
petitive. Last season the Bulldogs 
swept 19 matches. Skoch said 
that if anything, the rule change 
hurts the better team and gives an 
advantage to the underdog. 

“Their rationale doesn’t 
make sense,” Skoch said. 
“They want to reward the bad 
team, in my mind. They say this 
will lesson the 3-0 sweep. … I 
don’t know of any other sport 
that would do that. Let’s change 
the rule to make the good teams 
have a better chance of losing.”

Despite all the negatives, 
Skoch said he thinks there is a 
possibility the changes could 

help team this season. 
“We’re scrappy, and so we 

can really push hard so it could 
help us,” Skoch said. “But 
overall I don’t like it.”

The change also makes the 
NCAA and international scor-
ing the same, one reason why 
Div. I coaches largely support-
ed the rule change. The change 
will affect all three NCAA Di-
visions and the NAIA. 

Not every MIAA coach 
agreed with Skoch’s view of 
the rule change.

“I think the game will be 
more competitive,” Emporia 
State University head coach 
Bing Xu said. “It’s good for 
the players because they need 
to know when they step on the 
court to be ready right away.”    

Junior libero Whitney 
Boehler said the rule change 
shouldn’t bother the Bulldogs 
this season.

“It’s not that weird because 
we always played that way in 
high school,” Boehler said. “It’s 
just a faster game, and I like that 
because it takes away the chanc-
es for people to come back.”

Another rule change this 
season will limit the number of 
substitutions per match from 
15 to 12. The drop in subs is 
supposed to coincide with 
fewer points being played. 

“They did that to balance 
the drop in points,” Skoch 
said. “I would have only 
dropped it two subs, but they 
dropped it  three. … They 
fi gure each sub was worth so 

many points, three or four, so 
they rationalize this. They say 
it keeps the balance.”

The term “game” also 
was dropped and now will be 
known as a “set.”

Skoch said the rule changes 
were done without any type of 
planning or research.

“They did no study,” Skoch 
said. “They did nothing. This 
is based off of opinion. When I 
brought to the head of the rules 
committee the fact about bud-
gets and how we spend thou-
sands of dollars on a charter bus 
to drive eight hours, they did 
not do any studies. It’s just not 
smart. We want to develop vol-
leyball players. Now we are go-
ing to drive eight hours and play 
a game [in] under an hour.”

NCAA changes multiple volleyball rules
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Senior libero Whitney Boehler digs a ball during a practice this week.  
Boehler led the ’Dogs in digs last season. The team opens play tomorrow.

BY BRENT FOSTER
Staff  Reporter

The volleyball team begins its sea-
son this weekend in familiar territory: 
playing against some of the top teams 
in the country.

Truman kicks off its schedule tomor-
row afternoon at the Missouri Universi-
ty of Science and Technology Middle of 
Everywhere Classic in Rolla against the 
University of Missouri-Saint Louis. Af-
ter UMSL, the ’Dogs face No. 6 Grand 
Valley State University (Mich.), which 
is likely to be the fi rst of many tests this 
season for the ’Dogs.

“It will be good competition, as 
usual, but it’ll be a little bit more bal-
anced,” head coach Jason Skoch said. 
“We aren’t going to be playing four 
ranked teams, which is good because 
I still don’t know who we are going to 
play yet as far as our personnel.”

Former Washburn University assis-
tant and fi rst-year UMSL head coach 
Trent Jones said he is looking forward 
to the challenge of playing in a tourna-
ment against teams like Truman.   

“It’s a great team,” Jones said. 
“Jason and Ben [Briney, the assistant 
coach] do a great job, and they are 
defi nitely one of the teams to look out 
for this season. They should compete 
for not only a conference champion-
ship but a national championship. It’s 
going to be a great test to see where 
UMSL’s at after we play them.”

Grand Valley State returns four 

starters from last season’s 33-4 Elite 
Eight squad. They are the preseason 
favorite to repeat as champions of the 
Great Lakes Conference. Grand Val-
ley, like Truman, is no stranger to suc-
cess, having won the national champi-
onship in 2005.

The matches don’t get easier for 
the Bulldogs on Saturday as they face 
the University of North Alabama, a 
team still on the minds of Bulldog up-
perclassmen. In 2006, UNA knocked 
the Bulldogs out of the NCAA Tour-
nament in the second round on its way 
to the national championship game. 
The loss to UNA ended Truman’s 
36-match win streak and the ’Dogs’ 
national title hopes. UNA missed the 
NCAA Tournament for the fi rst time 
in 12 years last season but returns four 
starters from last season’s squad.    

The Bulldogs close out the tour-
nament Saturday night against host 
school Missouri S&T. The Miners are 
playing just their second season of 
volleyball. The ’Dogs defeated Mis-
souri S&T 3-0 last season in the regu-
lar season fi nale.    

The Bulldogs also will get a chance 
at the classic to see two MIAA rivals, 
Pittsburg State University and Mis-
souri Western State University, but 
will not compete against them.  

Truman is 11-1 in its last 12 season 
openers, and senior middle blocker 
Allie Cherven said she expects more 
of the same this weekend as the team 
fi nishes up its fi nal preparations. 

“We expect to win this weekend,” 
Cherven said. “All through practice 
coach has been pushing us about mak-
ing less errors because there’s 25 only 
points now instead of 30. … The only 
thing we are still trying to work on is 
a second setter.”

Even with so many players return-
ing, Skoch said there could be some 
changes in the lineup this weekend, 
adding that freshman setter Kylie Ea-
slon should see some playing time. 

“There will be some surprises,” 
Skoch said. “We are going to have 
two freshmen playing. We may try 
fi ve and one with only Ashley [Petak] 
setting. Kylie, our freshman, has been 
really good. She’s going to get a lot of 
playing time, but we may try keeping 
one of our right sides in like we did 
in ’05 and ’06. … We are toying with 
some stuff right now.”

Skoch also said he wants to see 
someone rise up and take over the 
outside hitter position during play 
this weekend.

“I just want to see who asserts 
themselves as the leaders on this 
team,” Skoch said. “We are playing 
good now, just no one has stepped 
up and taken hold and said I want to 
be the outside hitter. No one’s play-
ing like that. No one’s sitting there 
and saying the right side is mine. So 
at the end of the tournament I want 
to feel like we make some headway 
as far as who our eight players are 
going to be.”

’Dogs open season with 
four weekend matches
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  Rates:
  • On-Campus: $3 per ad per issue. Fewer than 25 words.
  • Off -Campus: $5 per ad per issue. Fewer than 25 words. 660-785-4319

Deadline: Monday by 5 p.m.

For Sale: New, multi-
speed bike. Blue/silver. 
Asking $60 or best off er. 
Was $140 when 
purchased. 627-4121.

For Sale: Motorcycle 
style 49cc scooter. 114 
actual miles. 332-4711

For Sale: Haier window 
unit A/C.  Only 3 years 
old, in good working 
condition. 125 volt, 15 
amp.  $70.  Call Ashley if 
interested. 314-368-8057

Miscellaneous: Desir-
ing to see God exalted? 
Lake Road Chapel, 22963 
Potter Trail. Sun. 10 a.m. 
and Wed. 7 p.m. www.la-
keroadchapel.org.  660-
349-0766.  Student Bible 
Study Sun. at 5:30 p.m. 
at 2305 N. James St.

For Rent: Two-bedroom 
house available near 
university. $390/month, 
$450 deposit. Call 660-
665-7189 after 5 p.m.

Wanted: Two Christian 
guys looking for room-
mate to share apartment 
near Truman. $180/
month. Includes all utili-
ties. Call 660-349-0766 
for more information.

Wanted: Two sub-leas-
ers for Summer 2009. 
Two-bedroom apart-
ment, $530/month. Call 
314-368-8057 for more 
information.

Wanted

For Rent For Sale

Miscellaneous


