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Assistant News Editor

During tough economic 
times, people visit their local 
library more often. However, 
many public libraries are also 
facing substantial budget cuts, 
according to a recent press re-
lease from the American Li-
brary Association.

The ALA reports that 68 
percent of Americans now hold 
library cards, a 5 percent jump 
from 2006 and the greatest 
number since 1990.  

Glenda Hunt, director of the 
Adair County Public Library, 
said the national trend is re-
flected in Adair County.

“Library use traditionally 
increases during recessions or 
during tough economic times, 
and so I think that we knew 
that this would probably hap-
pen — I guess we almost hoped 
so,” Hunt said. “We want li-
braries to be a valuable asset to 
their community … not that we 
want a recession, but if we can 
be helpful during one then we 
want to be.”

Hunt said the Adair County 
library has seen a 7 percent in-
crease in the number of items 
checked out and that she ex-
pects even larger increases in 
the coming year as the effects 
of the recession trickle down to 
Adair rural communities.

The most popular books at 
the Adair County library are 
from the non-fiction section.  

“We check out more non-
fiction than fiction, and this 
community checks out a lot of 
biographies,” Hunt said. 

Other popular topics include 
cooking, travel and geography, 
true crime, medicine, self-help 
and dogs.

Hunt said computer use also 
has increased markedly dur-
ing the past few months and 
that people visit to search for 
jobs, take online courses and 
download Missouri income tax 

forms.
“One of the interesting 

changes in use of the library 
that we’re seeing is people are 
coming in and updating their 
résumés,” Hunt said. “They’re 
wanting to apply for jobs on-
line — that’s where you almost 
have to look, and they’re filling 
out job applications online.”

Adair County residents also 
are traveling to the library in 
greater numbers to read news-
papers and magazines or check 
out DVDs.

“If you’re not a reader, you 
can still use the library for oth-
er reasons,” Hunt said.

Hunt said some Truman stu-
dents come to the library to 
present programs or volunteer 
to shelf read, but few college 
students have library cards.  

“We don’t have good hours 
for college students, but we 
don’t have the funding for 
that,” Hunt said. “I’ve been 
talking to Truman librarians 
and they’ve said, ‘Yeah, they 
want 24-7 over here too.’ That’s 
what we’d like to be someday, 
but we just can’t do it.”

Hunt said 650 college stu-
dents came to the Adair County 
library in December, but said 
she would like to see that num-
ber increase.

“We have a whole lot more 
recreational reading [than Pick-
ler Memorial Library],” Hunt 
said.  “I was just telling some-
one the other day, ‘We’ve got 
the Twilight series!’”

Although libraries across the 
country face budget cuts, the 
Adair County library has yet to 
deal with a tighter budget. Hunt 
said that if members of the lo-
cal community have a difficult 
time paying taxes next year, the 
library, which is funded by lo-
cal property taxes, is in danger 
of cuts.

“The tax levy rate was ap-
proved by the state auditor in 
August, but it all comes down 
to whether people can afford to 
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1/14      A bicycle was reported stolen outside of 
               Blanton/Nason/Brewer Hall.

Committee accepting submissions

The Women’s and Gender Studies Committee is 
accepting papers for Truman’s 14th annual WGST 
Conference to take place March 26 to 28. The com-
mittee is asking for submissions on the topic of men, 
including masculine studies, personal experiences 
and observations. The committee encourages sub-
missions from the Truman and Kirksville commu-
nity. Abstracts are to be sent along with the author’s  
name, return address, phone number, e-mail address 
and abstract title to Linda Seidel, Department of 
English, Truman State University, Kirksville, Mo. 
63501 or lseidel@truman.edu. Deadline for submis-
sions is Jan. 30. The conference is scheduled from 
9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. March 26 to 27, and from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. March 28.  All sessions will be in 
Violette Hall 1000.  

Student Research Conference to take place

The 22nd annual Student Research Conference 
has been scheduled for April 7. Students are required 
to submit abstracts for all presentations online at 
http://src.truman.edu. A copy of the submitted infor-
mation will be sent electronically to the student pre-
senter’s faculty mentor for approval, and the deadline 
for submitting abstracts is Feb. 6. Regularly sched-
uled classes will not formally meet on the day of the 
conference. Salima Ikram, professor of Egyptology 
at the American University of Cairo and a world-
renowned expert in mummies, will be delivering a 
conference-wide address in addition to the student 
presentations that will occur throughout the day. This 
year, students are asked to consider two anniversaries 
when submitting their applications — both Abraham 
Lincoln and Charles Darwin were born 200 years 
ago. For questions about Undergraduate Research/
Scholarship Grants or the Student Research Confer-
ence, contact Sara Orel, professor of art, at 785.4419 
or orel@truman.edu.

Truman State University Foundation Study Abroad 
Scholarship Applications now are available in the 
Center for International Education (CIE) office in 
Kirk Building 114. Ten $1,500 scholarships will be 
awarded for summer 2009 faculty-led Truman study 
abroad programs based on financial need, a state-
ment of purpose and academic achievement. Appli-
cations are due in the CIE office by 12 p.m. Jan. 23, 
2009 and recipients will be notified by the end of 
February.

Scholarship opportunities available

1/13      A theft was reported in the Missouri Hall          
               cafeteria.

Five Kirksville residents have filed to be in-
cluded on the spring ballot in hopes of being elect-
ed to the City Council. The candidates are Kevin 
Alm, Margaret Gregory, Carolyn Chrisman, John 
Schwarz and Sandy Slocum. The window of appli-
cation closed at 5 p.m. Tuesday. Of the five possible 
candidates, only one will be elected. He or she will 
replace Mayor Pro Tem Jill McCord.

Residents fi le for City Council

3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, Duplex
High effi ciency heating and cooling

Washer and dryer hook-ups
Quiet neighborhood

1308 South Sheridan
(2 blocks southwest of the corner 

of Patterson and First Streets)

Please call 660-665-8356

Complete Automotive 
Service & Repair
-Computer Diagnostic &
  Scanning Capabilities
-Engine & Transmission
  Repairs
-Brakes, Exhaust, etc...
-Interstate Battery Dealer
-Air Conditioning Service
-2 & 4 Wheel Alignments
-Tires and Wheels.
 All Major Brands!

Mon. - Sat. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
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Junior Sean Orth and Freshman Chi Hoang 
study in the library Tuesday night. 

1/19      A bicycle was reported stolen outside of 
               Ryle Hall.

1/20      A hit and run accident was reported in 
               parking lot 4, west of the kennels .

• Student senate passed a resolution to allow classes to 
use the Recreation Center under special circumstances.
 
• Student senate passed a money motion in the amount 
of $250 to offer an incentive to students taking the cur-
riculum survey.
 
• Student senate passed a money motion in the amount 
of $1,000 to assist the Nursing Students Association in 
providing free HIV testing to students.
 
• Student senate passed a money motion to fund adver-
tising for the Outstanding Research Mentor program.
 
• Student senate passed a money motion to fund round-
tables for Reslife, Athletes, SAB, FAC and the Greek 
organizations. 
 
• Student senate discussed Storm the Capital, which 
will take place during the third week of February.

• Student senate discussed a resolution to allow inter-
national students to stay in the residence halls over 
spring and fall breaks.
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Don Rooney, vice president of Engineering at Burst, sits in an almost-
completed production suite in Barnett Hall. Burst is the company 
installing equipment and training students and staff .

BY ANDY MOORE
Staff  Reporter

Soon, News 36 will 
have a place to call its 
own.  

The Barnett Hall stu-
dio and control rooms 
are in the fi nal stages of 
completion after a se-
mester-long wait. News 
36 is a student-run news 
program that broadcasts 
a 30-minute show every 
week at Truman. Senior 
Dan Rettke, executive 
producer of News 36, 
said the fi rst show will 
broadcast soon, although 
he could not confi rm the 
exact date.  

Rettke said training 
will begin this Saturday 
and Don Rooney, the vice 
president of Engineer-
ing at the video equip-
ment company Burst, 
will coach faculty and 
some staff in using the 
new equipment. Training 
could take several weeks, 
and then the equipment 
must be signed off by a 
consultant, he said.  

Rettke said the fi rst 
show should air before 
Midterm Break. 

The studio’s comple-
tion likely will occur at 
approximately the same 

time as the government-
mandated switch from 
analog to digital equip-
ment at all TV stations.  
  “Pretty soon, Web-based 
servers are going to want 
digital as well,” Rettke 
said.  “Most things move 
from a solid medium to 
the Internet … if we want 
to keep with the times, so 
it just ended up working 
out that it was the same 
time.”  

The new studio was 
supposed to be complet-
ed by August 2008. News 
36 has not had a work-
ing studio since August 
2007. 
     Without a studio, News 
36 has been shooting its 
shows in a format called 
“look-live,” which is a 
similar format to a live 
show but is fi lmed the 
day before the broadcast. 
Look-live shows require 
the staff to carry all of 
their fi lming equipment 
to an alternate location 
on campus to shoot, and 
then edit the footage in 
Barnett Hall’s post pro-
duction room.  

“It looks like a live 
show even though it’s 
not,” Rettke said. “We’ve 
been doing that since Au-
gust ’07. We’re not going 

News studio
to open soon

to do another look-live 
show until we get the 
studio”.  

He said that once the 
equipment is operation-
al, he intends to have an 
open house to introduce 
the new technology to 
students and also to re-
cruit new staff.  
      “It’s great practice and 
a great résumé builder 
because we get to work 
with industry-leading 
equipment, which is a 
plus,” he said.

Elizabeth Clark, 
Communication Depart-
ment Chair and former 
News 36 adviser, said 
changes in technology 
usually cause delays.  

“As you begin to 
build the system, you 

fi nd that you may have 
to make adjustments to 
it,” Clark said. “Once 
the actual project began 
we experienced some of 
those expected types of 
delays.”  

Junior Sarah Moore, 
News 36 news director, 
said she is enthusiastic 
about the changes that 
will accompany the new 
studio.

“It’s going to make 
things run a lot more ef-
fi ciently,” Moore said.

With the new studio, 
the live broadcasts can 
actually be live. Moore 
said taping a live show 
in a studio will take only 
30 minutes, but the cur-
rent look-live editing 
sessions can take as long 

as two hours.
“Loading the look-

live footage onto the 
computers in the pro-
duction room takes as 
long as the taping, so a 
two-hour taping would 
take two hours to load 
onto a computer for ed-
iting,” Moore said.  

Moore said that when 
she spoke with people 
who have worked in a 
live studio, they agreed 
it helped bring the whole 
staff together. She said it 
would create a team at-
mosphere.

“A unique thing 
about a studio is you’re 
all working together on 
the show,” Moore said. 
“It’s like being part of a 
team.”

Libraries face budget cuts

pay their taxes, their prop-
erty taxes, or not,” Hunt said. 
“That’s the bottom line, for 
us and our budget, so I’ll be 
keeping very close tabs on 
that.”

Hunt said she thinks the 
library might face hefty cuts 
if the economy continues to 
decline over the next few 
years.

“I’m hoping that [the bud-
get is] not going to be sub-
stantially decreased this year, 
but if the times stay as tough 
— or if what we’re hearing 
even from our president on 
down, that we’ve not seen 
the toughest times yet — I 
expect that to decrease next 
year,” Hunt said. “I don’t 
think we’re in this for the 
short haul.”

Pickler also might face 
budget cuts in the future, as 
the state of Missouri decides 
how to fund higher education. 
However, Richard Coughlin, 
dean of libraries and muse-
ums, said that Pickler has a 
more captive audience in stu-
dents and faculty and there-
fore sees less fluctuation than 
a public library would.

Coughlin said that if the 
University receives level 
funding as recommended by 
Gov. Nixon, the library still 
will have to find ways to lim-
it spending.  

“One of our big budget 
items in the acquisition area 
is the cost of periodicals,” 
Coughlin said.  “That tends 
to rise — it’s been averaging 
between seven and 10 per-
cent per year, so even in an 
era of low inflation, they can 
go up by several percentage 
points. If we’re level-funded, 
we’ll still have to make cuts 
to afford the same level of 
periodicals and databases.”

Books tend not to rise in 
price and the library has more 
purchasing options, which 
keeps the cost of acquisition 
for those items down, Cough-
lin said.

Wanda Cagle, the dean’s 
secretary, said only 91 com-
munity members have library 
cards at Pickler, and the li-
brary has not seen more than 
the average increase in cir-
culation  or visitors over the 
past year. 


