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Wesley and his wife Wanda Sparks adamantly refused to allow the city to lay a trail 
through their backyard.  The city will pursue an alternative route.

The city will save $7,000 with 
the alternative route, which 
runs along Baltimore street 

BY ANDREA HEWITT
Staff Reporter

Plans to build a trail through fl ood land 
have been trampled by a local property own-
er. 

John Buckwalter, director of Public 
Works, has been promoting a trail that would 
run along Steer Creek to connect Rotary 
Park and the Steer Creek trail. 

“We coordinated with MODOT and got 
permission to do this, but I guess I would 
call it reluctant permission,” Buckwalter 
said. “We sent a letter and contacted the 
property owners and asked them initially if 
they would be willing to donate the easement 
in exchange for what we perceived to be an 
improvement to their property. Whether they 
agree with us or not is entirely up to them.”

This project affected five property own-
ers, Buckwalter said. The city had an ease-
ment from one of the owners, an oral agree-
ment with another and two that were still in 
the negotiation process. But one property 
owner was adamant about not letting the city 
into his backyard. 

Wesley and Wanda Sparks own 500 feet 
of the property where the trail would have 
gone — approximately one-third of the land 
needed for the project, Buckwalter said. 

“Mr. Sparks made it known that he didn’t 
want a trail there,” Buckwalter said. “He 
certainly didn’t want to donate the property 
for the easement. So we didn’t proceed to 
the next step which would be to negotiate a 
price and offer.”

The city then had three options: pursue con-
demnation, look for an alternate route or aban-
don this part of the project, Buckwalter said. Af-
ter the meeting with City Council, arrangements 
were made to pursue an alternative plan. 

“Instead of running along the creek, we’ll 
probably put a sidewalk on both sides of 

Baltimore from Overbrook to New Street,” 
Buckwalter said. “So, if you’re on the Steer 
Creek trail and you want to get over to Balti-
more, you can come through Bellwood sub-
division and come over to the sidewalk at 
Overbrook and walk up the sidewalk to New 
Street where there is a crossing.”

This new route will cost approximately 
$7,000 less than the original plan, and it 
won’t be affected by harsh weather, he said. 

“The old one was going to pass under the 
street through a culvert, a big round drain-
age section,” City Councilmember Todd 
Kuhns said. “That means we would have to 
get lights to light the culvert at night which 
are waterproof so if there is a fl ood and wa-
ter rises to the top, the lights don’t go out. 
We’d have to post signage for people to stay 
out of there in case of a fl ood or if a fl ood is 
pending.”

The new route also will save an undefined 
amount of money on maintenance issues the 
original trail would demand, he said.

Wesley Sparks wasn’t at the City Coun-
cil meeting but his opinions were taken into 
consideration, Kuhns said. 

“I’ve gone through this with [the city] be-
fore — they wanted to deepen the ditch out, 
and I said alright,” Wesley Sparks said. “I 
asked if they could caterpillar it and slope it. 
They wouldn’t do it — they dug it straight 
up and down. Now the ditch curves back and 
forth — instead of 10 feet wide, it’s 30 feet 
wide. I don’t like that.”

The Sparks had many concerns associated with 
constructing a 500-foot trail on their property.

Wanda Sparks was worried about the pri-
vacy issues associated with anyone walking 
through their backyard whenever they liked 
and the trash build-up associated with in-
creased foot traffic. 

The Sparks were also concerned with the 
liability issues of children being back there. 

“Consider this: Some kid is walking 
down there and falls in the ditch — it’s our 
property,” Wesley Sparks said. “That didn’t 
make us feel too good either. You rest as-
sured we’d have to get liability insurance.”

BY SARAH SCOTT
Staff  Reporter

Cell phone records cleared two area 
men of rape charges Monday, Feb. 24.

Tim Rogers and Glen Johnson, 
both from Kirksville, were jailed for 
eight months on charges of forcible 
rape and forcible sodomy.  The charg-
es against them were dropped after 
the cell phone records of the supposed 
victim showed that she was sending 
text messages during the time she said 
the crime occurred.

District Defender Kevin Locke, 
who represented Tim Rogers, said the 
case was set for trial on Feb. 24.  He 
said the state dismissed all the charges 

against Rogers the day before the trial 
because the alleged victim withdrew 
all her charges.

“I believe the reason she withdrew 
her charges was because we had ob-
tained cell phone records, her own 
cell phone records, that showed that 
she was lying about what she claimed 
happened,” Locke said.

The alleged victim claimed that on 
the night of the rape, she met up with 
Johnson by communicating through 
text messages, Locke said.  

He said the accuser’s story is that 
she met the two men at the Ayerco on 
the north side of Kirksville, where 
she said she got into Johnson’s truck 
to discover Rogers and another man 

hiding in the back. She said they took 
her to a secluded area to commit the 
crime, Locke said. The alleged vic-
tim claimed that after the rape, she 
was dropped back off at the Ayerco, 
Locke said.

Locke said that when they fi nally 
received her cell phone records, they 
showed no texts between her and 
Johnson that night.

“More importantly, it showed that 
during the time period that she was 
claiming all this was happening and had 
claimed that her hands were being held 
… she was texting away,” Locke said.

He said it was even more signifi -
cant that one of the people she was 
texting at this time was Tim Rogers.

“There were an awful lot of holes 
in her story,” Locke said.  “Her story 
was very inconsistent.”

Locke said there also was no lab 
report backing her up and no eye-
witnesses.

“It was a classic he said, she said 
kind of thing,” Locke said.

Locke said that despite all the 
inconsistencies, he thinks the case 
would have gone to trial.

“It’s unfortunate that the trial 
docket here in Adair County has be-
come so clogged that it took us al-
most eight months to get this case to 
trial,” Locke said.  “It happens a lot 
that people charged with these kind 
of serious crimes are not released … 

even though they’re presumed to be 
innocent.”

Locke said the woman making the 
charges met with the Attorney General’s 
offi ce, which handled the case after the 
cell phone records came to light, and 
soon after, the charges were dropped.

Ed Campbell, the attorney rep-
resenting Glen Johnson, said the al-
leged rape victim claimed the events 
occurred June 29 and that Johnson 
was arrested July 1.  Campbell said 
there was a third man who was origi-
nally arrested, but then released, and 
charges were never fi led.  

Johnson was kept in the Adair Coun-
ty Jail from July 1 until the charges were 
dropped on Monday, Campbell said.  

Local men cleared of rape charges after months in prison

Property owner protests city trail plans

For Rent: Wagner Enterprises rental 
properties are available for 2009/2010 
lease. New units from one to four 
bedrooms are all within two blocks of 
campus! Complete with washer/dryer 
in each, all electric, central heat and air, 
private parking, and maintenance staff. 
For more information call: 660-627-5437.

For Rent: One-bedroom apartment with 
one bath, central air, washer/dryer hook-
up, located behind Domino’s Pizza on 
East Patterson. Newly remodeled. $300/
month. Call 660-66-2796 M-F  8-5

For Rent: Two-bedroom apartment 
available for subleasers.  May 15 to Aug 
15 (can be discussed).  Central air, wash-
er/dryer, and close to TSU. $530/month, 
but can be negotiated. Call 314-368-8057 
for information.

For Rent: Vista Heights. One- and two-
bedroom units still available.  Call Kellie 
Nigh at 665-9224 or 626-3914

For Rent: FREE RENT FOR ONE MONTH! 
Available exceptionally nice four-, five-, 
and seven-bedroom houses for ’09-’10 
school term. Beautiful kitchen, large bed-
rooms. All appliances, including washer/
dryer. Walking distance to campus. Pets 
allowed upon approval. 660-665-3779

For Rent: One-bedroom apartment, 
stove, refrigerator, $265/month plus utili-
ties. Close to TSU and off-street parking.  
660-216-1952   broker/owner

For Rent: New three-bedroom duplex 
apartment. Two full baths, two walk-in 
closets, off-street parking, refrigerator, 
range, dishwasher, garbage disposal, 
washer/dryer, central air, outside stor-
age shed. Available June 8. 802 N. Green. 
$600/month. 665-2796 M-F 8-5

For Rent: Three one-bedroom efficiency 
apartments with stove and refrigera-
tor, water/trash furnished. Close to TSU. 
Off-street parking. Available Aug 1. Two 
for $235/month and one for $265/month 
pus utilities. Call 660-216-1952. Broker/
owner.

For Rent: Five-bedroom, two bath, two 
kitchen, short walk to campus. $195/per-
son 665-3779

For Rent: Property Concepts LLC now 
renting for 2009 – 2010 school year. Stu-
dios and one bedrooms available. Apart-
ments starting at $300 with heat, water, 
trash, electric, cable TV, wireless internet 
included. Two blocks from campus. On site 
laundry. 24 Hour maintenance. Pet friendly 
units available.  660 627 1400. www.Kirks-
villeapartments.Com

For Rent: Spacious two-bedroom apart-
ment available to subleasers for summer 
2009. On-site laundry, appliances include 
dishwasher and microwave. Comes semi-
furnished at $465/month. Other expenses 
include water, electricity, and internet (if 
desired). Walking distance from campus 
in Waterworks building 704. Call 314-808-
4766 for more info or a showing.

For Rent:  Very nice 1 bedroom apartment 
right next to campus -$325!  Others just a 
little further away - $285.  Call 627-2060 for 
more information.

For Rent:  Effi  ciency apartment, fi rst 
time available in three years. Available in 
August. Free washer/dryer on site, all utili-
ties paid. Includes heat, AC, water, trash, 
electricity. Free cable, TV hookup in three 
rooms, quiet, clean, and off -street parking. 
Double occupancy permitted. 660-665-
0141.

For Rent: Nice 2 and 3 bedroom apart-
ments only $325 to $450.  Well maintained.  
Coin laundry on site.  Call 627-2060 for 
more information.

For Rent: Stickler Apartments – renting 1, 
2 and 3 bedroom apartments.  Great value 
for nice apartments!  Coin laundry on-site. 
Call 627-2060 for more information.

For Rent: FREE RENT FOR ONE MONTH! Ex-
ceptionally nice one-, two-, and three-bed-
rooms houses for the next term. Some with 
new cabinets and carpet. Some walking 
distance from campus. Pets allowed upon 
approval. Deposit holds. 660-665-3779 

For Rent: Nice two- and three-bedroom 
units in the Water Works, Boardwalk, Park 
Place, St. James, and New York apart-
ments. All within walking distance of 
Truman. Call Four Horizons, Inc. at 660-
665-3400

For Rent: Four-bedroom home, two 
bath/shower, washer/dryer, big kitchen, 
new appliances. Huge living room and 
dining room, hardwood fl oors. Close to 
TSU. $725/month. This house is huge. May 
2009 lease. Pets welcome. 660-216-1445

For Rent: Four-bedroom, two bath 
homes with nice appliances, high effi  cien-
cy furnaces and central air. New carpet 
& vinyl, washer/dryer included. Lawn 
maintenance provided, clean, close to TSU 
campus with plenty of off -street parking. 
Our rents have not increased in 10 years 
but have been lowered. No pets allowed. 
For more information call Larry, owner/
agent 660-341-0941 or 660-627-4761. 
Available May 15.

For Rent: Attention professional stu-
dents: Multiple high quality two- and 
three-bedroom modern aff ordable apart-
ments with countless amenities available 
immediately, currently available for May 
2009, June 2009, and August 2009 leases. 
Locations are all in an established “safe” 
residential/rent progressive area of the 
city. This beautiful complex is all electric 
(no gas price fl uctuation or asphyxiation 
worries) and is geared for professional 
conscientious individuals who place a 
high emphasis on safety, privacy, and an 
attractive surrounding less than 5 minute 
commute from campus. Please call 626-
7695 for details. Student references gladly 
given on request.

For Rent: FREE RENT FOR ONE MONTH! 
Subleasers for second semester only. 
Gather a few friends for exceptionally nice 
home. All appliances , including washer/
dryer. Also, very nice four-bedroom house 
within walking distance, at discounted 
rate. 660-665-3779

For Rent:  Five-bedroom, two bath house. 
$1,000/month. Call Denise at 665-4461.

For Rent: New two-bedroom duplex 
apartments. Near downtown. Walk-in 
closet, washer/dryer, dishwasher, refrigera-
tor, range, central air, garbage disposal, 
outside storage. May and Aug availability. 
$400. 665-2796, M-F 8-5.

For Rent:  FOXFIRE TOWNHOUSES – 2 
Bedrooms, all electric, water & trash paid, 
stove, refrigerator, wall unit a/c, off  street 
parking, $425 units with w/d hookups, 
$450 units with washer & dryer.  Leasing 
now for May, June, July & August 2009.  
Call Ken Read, Owner/Broker 660-626-5488 
or Heritage House Realty 660-665-5638 or 
view rentals at www.kirksvillerealestate.
com.

For Rent:  Exceptionally well-maintained 
two-bedroom apartments available for 
May, June and August, 2009 leases.  All the 
amenities included:  Refrigerator, range, 
washer/dryer, dishwasher and disposal, 
central air, all-electric, large walk-in closet 
in master bedroom, off -street paved park-
ing, snow and ice removal and security 
light.  Located in an established residential 
neighborhood, this complex is ideal for 
the student who prefers a quieter sur-
rounding with only a 5 minute commute 
to Truman.  $450 plus deposit.  Please call 
660-341-4227 for details.  We’ll be glad to 
provide references.

Now Hiring: Are you looking for a reward-
ing, resume-building career?  Look no 
further.  We are S&S Development; a small, 
family-owned company that provides 
direct care services to individuals with 
Developmental Disabilities within their 
own home.  Duties range from supporting 
our consumers to be more independent, 
by actively supporting and participating 
in daily household duties, to teaching 
valuable self-advocacy and social skills. 
660-665-2188

Now Hiring:  Bridal consultant for Teresa’s 
Bridal Boutique who is energetic, happy, 
and has good communication skills.  Part 
time, 3-6 p.m. some evenings and every 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 
Classifieds   Rates: On-Campus: $3 per ad/ Off -Campus: $5 per ad
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