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Wasps find temporary

home in Baldwin Hall

BY CAITLIN DEAN
Assistant News Editor

Lately, Alanna Preussner keeps a

can of wasp spray in her office.

Preussner, an associate professor of
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Associate professor of English Alanna Preusnner keeps careful track

of the wasps in her Baldwin Hall office Wednesday afternoon.

English, said she started noticing wasps
in her second-floor Baldwin office a
couple of weeks ago. Preussner and her
two office neighbors have spotted a few
of the insects flying around, but mostly
have seen the wasps crawling inside the
light fixtures in their offices, she said.
Faculty members have seen wasps in
Baldwin in the past, but the problem is
much worse than normal this year, she
said.

“I guess this is the season when
they come inside from outdoors, and so
we figured, well, this is just the usual
thing,” she said. “But then there began
to be more and more of them.”

Preussner said she has been taking
precautions like her can of powerful
wasp spray to avoid the insects because
she is allergic to their stings.

“When the lights are turned on, they
sort of get active, so I borrowed my
husband’s lamp . . . because I was sit-
ting here in the dark, so as not to wake
up the bugs,” she said.

Preussner said the insects haven’t
been any more of a problem in class-
rooms or other parts of Baldwin Hall
as far as she has heard.

“It seems to be pretty much local-
ized,” she said. “It doesn’t take much
space for one of these things to get in-
side, as I know from home. So maybe
there’s a crack in the masonry, or some
flaw in the weather stripping around
the window or something or other
that’s helping them get inside. There

just seem to be a lot of them.”

Physical Plant workers have cleaned
out the wasps and tried to kill them a few
times already, Preussner said, but so far
the attempts have been unsuccessful.

Karl Schneider, Physical Plant Direc-
tor, said plant workers have searched for
nests without finding any, and have also
been spraying live wasps when they re-
ceive complaints. He said the Physical
Plant has also tried to figure out where the
wasps are entering the building.

introduced from Europe or Asia and
established itself in the St. Louis area
in the last eight to nine years. Those
wasps are not currently known to be in
this part of the state, he said.

Wasps look for sheltered places in na-
ture to spend the winter, and this sometimes
extends to buildings, Arduser said.

“Those wasps are pretty much stuck
inside now, and there’s no food mostly,” he
said. “And they won’t go into hibernation

“The most effective
way to get rid of them
is [if] they have nests
somewhere, to just
destroy the nest, but
we haven’t found any,
and we haven’t found
where they’re getting
in,” Schneider said.

At this point, the
only other thing the
Physical Plant can think
of to do is to check the
exterior of Baldwin for
the wasps’ point of en-
trance.

“We’ve been hop-
ing to have a little dryer

“Those wasps
are pretty much
stuck inside now.

... They’ll just buzz

around until they
run out of fuel or
energy and die,
or until someone
smashes them.”

Mike Arduser
Biologist for the Missouri

because it’s too warm, So
they’ll just buzz around
until they run out of fuel
or energy and die, or un-
til somebody smashes
them.”

Because the wasps
have primarily congre-
gated in the lights, Ar-
duser said he thinks the
point of entry is likely
related to the building’s
electrical wiring. An-
other possibility is that
a nest is hidden some-
where between the walls
or above the lights. As
fall and winter approach,

period to get a man lift
up outside on that side

Department of Conservation

nests stop functioning,
leaving worker wasps to

of the building,” Sch-
neider said. “[We’ll] do
a little bit more closer checking to see if
we can find any gaps in the building’s
exterior to find out where they’re com-
ingin.”

Mike Arduser, natural history bi-
ologist for the Missouri Department
of Conservation, said he thinks the in-
sects in Baldwin Hall might be paper
wasps. He said that Missouri has seven
or eight types of native paper wasps,
although a new paper wasp has been

disperse on their own, he
said.

Arduser said he has had several calls
over the last four to six weeks regard-
ing problems similar to this, although
they were all from home owners and
did not involve large buildings.

“It’s not uncommon,” Arduser said.
“And it’s a hard thing to prevent, be-
cause again, these [wasps], they’re very
good at getting into logs or anything.
They just find an access point and get
in, and it’s tough to prevent that.”

Water pipe leak creates sidewalk roadblock

BY JULIE WILLIAMS
Editor in Chief

More of an eyesore than a head-
ache, a mound of dirt roped off with
caution tape appeared in the middle
of campus Wednesday.

System trades supervisor Bob
Techau said a damaged water line
about six inches in diameter lies be-
low the mud hole.

“It developed a crack probably

just from fatigue or ground stress,”
Techau said. “It was under the side-
walk, and we had to dig up and put
a repair clamp over it and cover it
up.”
Techau said the pipe that runs be-
tween Pickler Memorial Library and
Baldwin Hall broke at about 11 p.m.
Tuesday. Plumbing crews arrived
and worked through the night to fix
the leak.

“It was a split in the pipe,” he said
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of the problem. “... You can’t say
something particular happened ex-
actly — just stress over time.”

Techau said the clamp used to fix
the cracked pipe cost about $300, but
that it will last as long as the pipe.

“That’s kind of a permanent fix,”
Techau said. “Normally a pipe doesn’t
do that but once in a long time.”

The dirt and mud will remain on
the Quad for now, as Techau said the
area will have to dry out considerably

before a new sidewalk can be poured
and the University’s grounds crew can
put finishing touches around the area.

“It will take a while for it to get
back to normal,” Techau said, noting
the cold and wet weather.

Techau said Pickler Memorial
Library, Missouri Hall and Ophelia
Parrish were the only buildings that
could have been affected by the pipe
break — Baldwin Hall feeds from a
different pipe system.

Missouri Hall director Zac Bur-
den said one of his staff members
alerted him early Wednesday morn-
ing to some areas of low water pres-
sure in the residence hall, but that
by 10 a.m. everything was back to
normal.

“When I got up to ... take a look
at things, everything was up and run-
ning,” Burden said.

No water outages were reported
in Pickler.
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For Rent

For Rent

For Rent

Wanted

For rent: “White apartments” and other
locations for 2009-2010 school year. One,
two-, three-, and four-bedroom units. Call
627-2060 for more information.

For Rent: Spring semester 2009. Great
deal on nice apartment! Perfect for one,
two, or three people. Call 627-2060 for
more information

For Rent: Wagner Enterprises rental
properties are available for 2009/2010
lease. New units from one to four bed-
rooms are all within two blocks of cam-
pus! Complete with washer/dryer in each,
all electric, central heat and air, private
parking, and maintenence staff. For more
information call: 660-627-5437.

For rent: Available exceptionally nice
four-, five-, and seven-bedroom houses
for '09-"10 school term. Beautiful kitchen,
large bedrooms. All appliances, includ-
ing washer/dryer. Walking distance to
campus. Pets allowed upon approval.
660-665-3779

For rent: Large five- and six-bedroom
houses just a few blocks from campus for
the ‘09-'10 school year. These rent fast
and are priced right so don’t miss out!
660-216-1179

For rent: One-, two-, and three-bedroom
apartments for‘09-'10 school year. Some
with utilities included. For information or
a showing call 660-216-1179

For rent: Four-bedroom apartments just
block from Truman, very spacious, some
utilities included. Call 660-216-1179

For Rent: Two-, three-, and four-bed-
room houses. Within walking distance of
campus. All newly remodeled. Available
May 1, 2009. Contact 660-216-3803

For Rent: Five-bedroom home, two
bath/shower, two living rooms, covered
carport, dining room, washer/dryer
provided. Enclosed front porch, plenty
of parking. Close to TSU. May 2009 lease.
Come see what a beautiful. well main-
tained home this really is. 660-216-1445

For Rent: Attention professional students:
Multiple high quality two- and three-bed-
room modern affordable apartments with
countless amenities available immediately,
currently available for May 2009, June 2009,
and August 2009 leases. Locations are all in
an established “safe” residential/rent pro-
gressive area of the city. This beautiful com-
plex s all electric (no gas price fluctuation
or asphyxiation worries) and is geared for
professional conscientious individuals who
place a high emphasis on safety, privacy,
and an attractive surrounding less than 5
minute commute from campus. Please call
626-7695 for details. Student references
gladly given on request.

For Rent:Exceptionally nice 1, 2, and 3-bed-

rooms houses for the next term. Some with
new cabinetry and carpet. Some walking
distance from campus. Pets allowed upon
approval. Deposit holds. 660-665-3779

For Rent: Sub-leasers for second semester
only. Gather a few friends for exception-
ally nice home. All appliances, including
washer/dryer. Also, very nice four-bedroom
house within walking distance, at discount-
ed rate. 660-665-3779

For Rent: Four-bedroom home, two bath/
shower, washer/dryer, big kitchen, new
appliances. Huge living room and dining
room, hardwood floors. Close to TSU. $725/
month. This house is huge. May 2009 lease.
Pets welcome. 660-216-1445

For Rent: Behrman Rentals is now taking
applications for the 2009-10 leasing season.
| have for rent: 2 and 3 bedroom houses just
blocks from campus and all have off street
parking. These are well maintained homes
with stoves, ref, washer and dryers, hard-
wood floors and many offer dishwashers
and central air. Call 660-626-7598 and ask
for Jeff Behrman owner-agent or visit www.
housesinkirksville.com for more info.

For Rent: Two-bedroom house for rent.
Great location. 1416 S. First St. $400/
month. Stove, refrigerator, washer/dryer
included. Call 217-737-5589 or e-mail dml-
muck78@msn.com

For Rent: Vista Heights. One- and two-bed-
room units still available. Call Kellie Nigh
at 665-9224 or 626-3914

For Rent: Property Concepts LLC now
renting for 2009 school year. Studios, 1,2,3,5
bedrooms available. Apartments starting at
$300 with heat, water, trash, electric, cable
TV, wireless internet paid. 3 blocks from
campus. On site laundry. 24 hour mainte-
nance. Pet friendly units available. 660-627-
1400, or www.kirksvilleapartments.com

For Rent: Three-, four-, five-, six-bedroom
house for‘09-'10 school year. Now leasing.
216-6618.

For Rent: Heritage House Realty is now
leasing for 2009-10 school year. One-, two-.
and three-bedroom apartments. Some with
utilities included. Two-bedroom apartments
with large master bedroom and all utilities
paid at $250/person for three occupants or
$375/person for two occupants. Call 660-
665-5638 for more information.

For Rent: Five-bedroom, three bath
house close to campus. Off-street parking.
Available May 15, 2009. $825/month. Call
665-0796

For Rent: Unique five-bedroom house

with individual A/C and heat in each bed-
room. All rooms wired for phone, ethernet
and cable. Newly remodeled, well insulated.
Total electric. Lots of features, too numer-
ous to mention. Call 660-627-1400 for
details.

For Sale

For Sale: Free hand-made wood couch
with three pillows. Peter Rolnick or Sue
Abrahams, 216 New St, Kirksville. First call
665-2703 and leave message.

Wanted

Wanted: Seeking subleaser, January to May
2009. Really close to campus. Really cheap.
One-bedroom. Convenient parking in back.
309 E. Pierce Apt 3. For more information
call 636-861-1569

Wanted: Girls to model bridal and prom
attire for bridal expo and private bridal
showings. 660-665-3779

Wanted: Spring subleaser needed. Rent
$216/month, three-bedroom house, abun-
dant storage, campus walking distance, two
female housemates. Large bedroom with
two closets. Washer/dryer. Contact Nicki at
636-734-9791 or nrm458@truman.edu

Wanted: Experienced bartenders needed
for evening hours Wed.-Sat. Applications
available after 5:00 p.m. at Main Street
Bulldog 120 S. Main Kirksville

Wanted: Two females looking for third
roommate to fill the master bedroom for
the spring semester in a 3 bedroom, 1 bath
house on 601 S. 4th street (behind West
Campus Suites). Rent is $216 a month +
utilities (around $50 for internet/cable and
electricity). Water and trash included. Please
contact Kimberly at 660.216.9766. or An-
drea at 314.750.7881 if you are interested!

Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous: ATTENTION SKATE BOARD-
ERS: Blade Boards by Transport. New, in box.
Close out price! $49.95. 665-9135

Miscellaneous: New coin laundry in town.
1003 W. Michigan. New machines. Cheapest
rates in own. Air-conditioned, surveillance
cameras on site. Nice, clean setting. Stop by!

Miscellaneous: DESIRING TO SEE GOD
EXALTED. Lake Road Chapel, 22963 Potter
Trail. Sun. 10 a.m. and Wed. 7 p.m. www.
lakeroadchapel.org. 660-349-0766. Stu-
dent Bible Study Sun. at 5:30 p.m. at 2305 N.
James St.

Now Hiring

Now Hiring: Market Research Interview-
ers — Part time work - Flexible scheduling -
$7.50 hr. starting wage, employees meeting
quality standards could earn up to $9.75
within 90 days. Interviewing at the Missouri
Career Center (MACC campus), Monday’s 9
am - noon and Wednesday'’s 1 pm — 4 pm.
For further info. call 660-626-1500.




