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'Dogs open MIAA play with split

Women'’s soccer
defeats Northwest
2-1, loses to UNO 4-1

BY LOGAN JACKSON
Staff Reporter

The women'’s soccer team
received a big boost from
its freshman class and split
last week’s road conference
matches.

Truman (2-2-2) beat
Northwest Missouri State
2-1 on Thursday but lost to
the University of Nebraska-
Omaha 4-1 on Saturday.

Northwest, undefeated
before the match against
Truman, proved to be a
handful.

“The match went well,”
head coach Mike Cannon said.
“It was probably one of our
best matches of the year so
far. Overall play was good and
we were consistent. We kept
possession of the ball, which
we’d talked about a lot”

The 'Dogs got out to a
fast start with a goal just
five minutes into the match.
Freshman midfielder Kelsey
Twellman scored her first
goal of the season on an as-
sist from redshirt freshman
Heather Niebling.

Senior forward Isabel
Gaeta said Twellman’s goal
was an important one, and
that the freshmen continue
to impress.

“They have come in and
made a huge impact,” Gaeta
said. “Twellman uses her
speed to beat people and

has become really aggres-
sive going to the goal. She
knows when to pass or take
people on.”

Truman didn’t keep the
lead for long. Northwest
scored the equalizer less
than 10 minutes later.

The score remained
deadlocked until the 78th
minute, when senior mid-
fielder Katie Reuck netted
her second goal of the sea-
son. Junior midfielder Beth
Bystrom assisted the goal.

“We had some good
chances throughout the
game,” Cannon said. “In the
second half, we were re-
ally down in their end of the
field. Their keeper is very
good, but we had a nice se-
quence that ended with a
score.”

Truman controlled the
ball for most of the match.
The ’'Dogs outshot North-
west 21-12. The Bulldogs
controlled the second half
and attempted eight more
shots than the Bearcats dur-
ing that time. Truman also
had 11 shots on goal.

Sophomore goalie Jayne
Grisham turned in a solid
performance. She saved six
shots, five of which came in
the first half. Cannon said
the defense played well, even
though the Bulldogs con-
trolled the ball for most of
the match.

“Northwest has some kids
up top that are pretty quick,”
Cannon said. “Jayne Grisham
made some good saves. Our
defense did a good job keep-
ing their attack fairly quiet.”
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Senior defender Drew Pauk heads the ball during a game earlier this year.
The Bulldogs defeated lowa Wesleyan College 4-1 Friday.

Against rival UNO, the
Bulldogs could never really
get going. The Mavs scored
in the 13th and 14th min-
utes to jump out to an early
2-0 lead.

Freshman forward Olivia
Hayes cut the lead in half
with an unassisted goal in
the 43rd minute. That was
the only goal the Bulldogs
netted. UNO added two
more goals in the second
half to put the game out
of reach. Cannon said the
Bulldogs played well, even
though the result didn’t
show it.

“The score doesn’t really
do the game justice,” Can-
non said. “For losing 4-1, we
actually played pretty well.
We kept possession and had
equal stats with them. The
big thing on the day was
when we made mistakes,
they punished us. When
they made mistakes we only
punished them once.”

Both teams attempted 15
shots and had eight shots on
goal. Cannon said the Bull-
dogs suffered from miscom-
munication and some ques-
tionable  decision-making.
He said the team needed to
clear the ball better.

“There were some physi-
cal and some mental errors
that led to their four goals,”
Cannon said. “[UNO] is good
when they put you under
pressure.”

Two of the three Bulldog
goals last week came from
freshman forwards. Fresh-
man defender Stasia Mont-
gomery also got her fourth

Weslyan,

straight start for Truman.
Hayes attributes the early
success of the freshmen to
the upperclassmen leaders.

“The older girls have
helped us so much because
we really didn’t know what
to expect coming into the
season,” Hayes said. “They’ve
had success in the past and
show us how to push our-
selves at all times.”

Truman’s next match is
1 p.m. today against Wash-
burn University. That match
opens a five-game home
stand against MIAA confer-
ence teams.

Cannon said the team has
a few small things to work
on in preparation for the
week.

“We are working on
our mentality, being more
intense and aggressive,”
Cannon said. “We're a lit-
tle bit on the passive side
throughout the field. We
want to dictate play and
not let the other team con-
trol how we play.”

Online Coverage

For more

on women’s
soccer, please
view the Index
Sports Show,
including an
interview with
head coach

Mike Cannon, at
trumanindex.com.
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Senior midfielder Katie Reuck moves the ball down the field

during Sunday’s loss to the University of Nebraska-Omaha.

Men’s soccer uses
strong defensive effort
to win fourth in a row

BY BRENDAN O’BRIEN
Staff Reporter

The offense scored, the de-
fense held and the Bulldogs im-
proved their record to 4-1 with
a 4-0 victory against lowa Wes-
leyan College on Friday.

True to the form shown dur-
ing the course of their four-game
winning streak, the ’'Dogs bal-
anced their defense with an ag-
gressive attack to keep the oppo-
sition at bay.

Truman got on the board in the
13th minute when junior forward
Nick Schlichtman broke through
the box and sophomore midfield-
er Jonny Brown found him for the
score.

Freshman  forward Andy
Chapman continued his strong
play with a score in the 21st min-
ute off another assist by Brown.
Soon after the break, in the 57th
minute, junior midfielder Bobby
Larkin received a pass across
the middle from Schlichtman,
weaved his way past defenders
and managed to find the goal.
It was Larkin’s third goal of the
season.

Junior forward Matt Kimball
made his presence felt after com-
ing off the bench with a goal off of
a pass from senior midfielder Ben
Hoyt in the 75th minute.

The Bulldogs kept lowa Wes-
leyan from making a single shot
on goal in the final 40 minutes
of the game. The shutout against
Wesleyan was the team’s third in
the past four matches.

“[That type of defense] just
motivates the attackers to score,”
Schlichtman said. “If they're
keeping goals out of our net, we
want to be putting
goals in the other

Bulldogs beat Iowa
move 1o 4-1

said. “It’s like having some coach-
es on the field. They understand
the expectations and stay true to
what we’re trying to do.”

Schlichtman has also noted the
experience factor on the team.

“We’re a much more mature

team this year,” Schlichtman said.
“We're much more determined
this year, and we’re not going
to let anything really
bring us down.”

net.”

Head coach Duke
Cochranagreed with
Schlichtman about
the importance of

“There's talent
that’s pushing
one another to

The team’s depth is
evident when players
like Kimball or red-
shirt freshman keeper
Tyler Knierim step in

having a balanced
attack.

“l mean a great
defense is a good
offense, really,” Co-
chran said.

That defense,
which held Iowa
Wesleyan to five

get on the field. |
think if you don't
have [someone
to push each
person at his
position], your
team’s going to

and perform well.
“There’s talent
that’'s pushing one
another to get on the
field,” Cochran said. “I
think if you don’t have
[someone to push each
person at his position],
your team’s going to

shots, was aided by struggle.” struggle.”

an offense had 24 The 'Dogs will travel
shots during the Duke Cochran to San Antonio to take
course of the game. Head Coach on No. 9 University of

“We went into

the Incarnate Word on

the game knowing it

was a must-win, so |

think we just kind of stepped up
and everyone played their role,”
Larkin said.

Cochran cited two more rea-
sons for the team’s success so far
— depth and experience.

“For me, [having so many se-
niors] simply just makes the
coaching aspect a little easier,” he

Friday night followed

by St. Edward’s Univer-
sity in Austin on Sunday morn-
ing.

“I'm anxious — I think we’re
all anxious to play,” Cochran said.
“It’s going to be a great environ-
ment. | think it’s one that every
player in their career at Truman
should hope for. What an oppor-
tunity.”
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