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Technology changes study habits
Generations use different
technologies to research
information

books for everything,” Walter said.
“If I had a question, the �irst place I
looked was through my family’s set
of World Books. In college, I had to
go through the card catalogs to �ind
BY SHANNON WALTER
what I wanted, and you couldn’t
Staff Reporter
browse. There was a desk at the
front [of Pickler], and they got your
Every morning, basically ev- books for you. You couldn’t walk
eryone — most college students, around. Of course, now you can go
adults, teenagers, professors — on the computer and �ind everywakes up, takes a shower, gets thing you need.”
dressed, brushes their teeth and
Walter first began working as a
eats breakfast before heading to librarian at KCOM in 1969, about
school or work. It’s been the same a decade before the Internet and
routine for years. Only now, the the first computers began to apmorning ritual inpear. KCOM had an
cludes
checking
arrangement with
e-mail or Facethe University of
book, reading the
Missouri School of
“When I was a little
top news websites
Medicine to share
girl,
I
used
books
for
through RSS feeds,
medical references.
everything.”
looking up next
“We could write
week’s
weather
in a question and
Georgia Walter
and anything else a
they would look it
Retired librarian from the
plugged-in individup and send back an
Kirksville College of Osteopathic
ual could desire.
answer,” she said.
Medicine
Technology is
“We had a modem
relied upon for aland a little dandy
most everything
keyboard — they
these days. Phones
don’t even make those anymore.
are not just phones anymore. The only problem was that it took
They are alarm clocks, address so long to get the answers from
books, cameras, and computers.
them that it was quicker for us to
It hasn’t always been this way. look it up in the books ourselves.”
Phones used to have long cords reWalter lives in Kirksville with
quiring the user to stay within two her husband, Bucky, in a threefeet of their base, and computers bedroom home. They don’t have
didn’t even exist until the 1980s.
cell phones, they’ve never heard
Georgia Walter, retired librar- of social networking websites and
ian from the Kirksville College of they have a giant remote for their
Osteopathic Medicine and Tru- television so that they don’t press
man alumna, said she remembers the wrong buttons. They have a
these days well.
Dell desktop computer that sits in
“When I was a little girl, I used Bucky’s office, which Georgia said

she assumes is outdated. He uses
it to help pay bills and keep their
finances up-to-date. She said she
simply uses it to e-mail family
across the country.
“Every few days, I write an email to my daughter and granddaughters in California, and I like
to be able to keep in touch with
them that way,” she said.
Walter first learned how to use
computers in order to write books.
She has written four books about
Truman and a short book about
the First Presbyterian Church.
“I had to use a typewriter for
most of the books,” she said. “For
the last one, I had a computer and it
was so nice to be able to move paragraphs around and make changes.”
Jay Self, associate professor of
Communication, said he remembers using computers for the first
time when he was young.
“I can actually remember, when
I was in grade school, having to
use a card catalog in the library
before computers,” Self said. “I
think I was still in grade school,
maybe junior high, when I was
writing a report on computers
and I had to go to my neighbor’s
house to use theirs. My friend’s
mom said, ‘It’s so cool that you’re
writing about computers on a
computer.’ Now, we’d hear that
and laugh.”
By the time Self was a graduate student, computers were much
more widely used, but most students didn’t have personal computers yet. When he got his Ph.D., the
Internet was fully developed and
easy to use to �ind almost anything.
Self said he recognizes many

RELAY I Cancer survivor walks almost entire Relay for Life event
***
Continued from Page 9
Lovy had a resting heart
to Agent Orange while
serving
as
a
doctor rate of more than 110 before
in the Vietnam War. he started exercising in 1983.
He said he clearly remem- He said he was miserably out
bers his emotions the day he of shape and could barely
make it across a room without
was given the news.
“[Elisabeth Kubler] wrote getting out of breath.
“I was not looking forward
this beautiful book about how,
when you have a fatal disease, to a long life,” Lovy said.
So he began to jog, a little
you go through these very
stages — anger, denial — I bit each day. He started out
went through the whole thing with a single lap around the
in about �ive minutes,” he said. track, and then two and then
Five minutes, and Lovy �ive. Soon he could make it
said he remembered what he around 10 times.
“It became an interesting
had been telling his patients
with post-traumatic stress challenge,” Lovy said. “I moved
up to 5Ks,
disorder for
10Ks, then
years. He had
marathons,
a very simple
choice — live
“No, you’re not going then I did a
24-hour race
good or live
to live forever. But
and then I
bad. It was an
it’s OK, you have a
did six-day,
easy decision.
seven-day
“I entered
choice. ... Be nice,
races, just to
seven-day
have fun, enjoy your see how far I
races, I went
life, enjoy other
could take it.”
to
AustraLovy said
lia, I jumped
people.”
that during
off the Sky
the longer
Tower, which
Andrew Lovy
races, he ofis the highest
Cancer survivor
ten will run
structure in
20
hours
the Southern
on the track
Hemisphere,
and I continued my life, �igur- each day, reserving only four
ing, ‘If I die, at least I will have hours to sleep each night. He
had the experience,’” Lovy said he mixes about 20 minsaid. “And if I didn’t die, I will utes of jogging with �ive minhave had the experience. To utes of walking, even today at
age 75.
me, it was a no-lose situation.”
***
Lovy also sought treatAs 2 a.m. rolled around on
ment for his disease. He underwent a procedure in which Saturday, Lovy approached his
80 radioactive beads were goal for the Relay. He wanted
implanted in his prostate. The to complete 188 loops, one for
procedure was successful in each of the people on the back
killing the cancer cells, but he of his shirt.
Word spread that Lovy was
said he still deals with a numgetting close. It was impossiber of complications.

ble not to notice the man with
the white beard and suspenders who had been speeding
around the track all night.
“A few times I thought he
was going to run over people,
because he was really trucking
through,” Creason said.
Members from other
teams began to cheer Lovy on.
On his 188th lap, a group of
kids walked with Lovy.
“That gave me some inspiration,” he said. “They were
nice kids.”
After that 188th lap, Lovy
took a break. He sat down,
grabbed a drink and spent
time with some Truman students supporting the cause.
When he had rested a bit,
Lovy got back up and started
walking. He set a new goal
of 202 laps, and he made it.
Then he went for 218. Again,
no problem.
When all was said and
done, Lovy had made it around
232 times.
“[He’s] not going to stop,”
said Bridget Morton, a nurse
who has known Lovy for �ive
years. “He’s going to keep
working on the things that are
important to him.”
Relay for Life was no
different from what Lovy
has been doing for seven
years. He kept walking.
Through cancer, fatigue,
hunger and thirst, Lovy
continues to walk.
“No, you’re not going
to live forever,” Lovy said.
“But it’s okay, you have a
choice. ... Be nice, have fun,
enjoy your life, enjoy other
people. I remind myself
sometimes when I really
get grouchy that, look, this
is a gift. Don’t screw it up.”

ways that technology, especially
computers, have enhanced learning and society for the good. But
he also said there are drawbacks
to everything.
“It’s really kind of cool to see
the amount of information that’s
out there,” Self said. “Really, you
can get your hands on things that
you never would have before. …
I think it’s really cool that any
information is available with a
few clicks of a mouse or a wellsearched term. On the flip side,
I think the problem is that it has
made us lazy.”
As a professor, he said he worries about how his students use
the Internet for papers and his
classes. Wikipedia, for example,
is banned from his classes, and he
said he warns his students on the
first day of class by showcasing
his possible reaction should they
attempt to use the online encyclopedia as a credible source.
“I warn all my students that if
they use Wikipedia as a source
for a speech, they will hear me
scream,” Self said. “That’s their
cue to duck because I’m going to
throw something.”
Although he has problems with
Wikipedia, he said that, by and
large, technology is an asset for
everyone. And although he still is
waiting for technology to produce
jet packs and flying cars, in terms
of research, computers will continue to be an asset.
Senior Hank Eddins said the
world is increasingly moving
straight to the Internet, but that
it’s not necessarily a bad thing.
“I think that computers are

great in that they can maximize a
lot of efficiency. … It has seriously
helped me organize myself and
study and get essays written and
ideas onto paper,” he said. “They
are very conducive to the current
college experience.”
Eddins began at Truman as an
art major and discovered that a
computer wasn’t always necessary for his assignments. He is an
interdisciplinary major now and
said that having a computer has
been very crucial to the success of
creating his own major.
When researching for papers,
Eddins said the first place he looks
for information is JSTOR, a journal
database provided through the
Pickler Memorial Library website,
rather than Google or Wikipedia.
“I’m sure many students share
this �irst step with me,” Eddins said.
“It releases the burden of having to
get up and �ind my books, which is
an awful thing to say. But we are
progressing towards this point in
which so much of this information
is going to be available both online
and in book form, which can be
viewed as the downfall of physical
reading, but I think that it’s wonderful to be able to start there.”
Eddins said that the loss of his
computer or Internet wouldn’t
faze him unless it meant the loss
of all of his music.
“Typically I could care less
about my computer, except all of
my music is on there,” he said.
“Music plays such a large part in
my daily routine, and I think that
would be really detrimental. But
past that, I would definitely survive without a computer.”

Krista Goodman/Index
Students palpate, or preg-check, mares at the University Farm. They do this every day to check the
pregnancy or reproduction stage of the horses

FARM I Students practice procedures on farm animals
Continued from Page 9
their handlers so they can
eventually join the University Farm’s riding herd.
The calves might be taken
on by Truman’s Beef Cattle
Show Team, be sold at livestock auctions or become
part of the herd as a breeding cow or a bull. One steer,
Bubba, is a research and outreach tool. He is �istulated,
which means he has a rubber portal in his side where
people can reach into his
stomach and analyze the digesting material or the inhabiting bacteria and protozoa.
Livestock Management
class teaches the basics
of handling and caring for
horses, cattle and sheep. Junior Samantha McKinley, a
student in the class, said it is
unique because it is taught
by three different professors, each a specialist of a
speci�ic species.
McKinley said students

learn how to interact safely
with all three species of
animals and how to vaccinate and deworm them.
Sometimes they must poll
the cattle, which means removing their horns so they
do not hurt the handlers or
the other cattle. They also
must castrate the bull calves
and the sheep. McKinley said
the students are allowed to
castrate the calves and the
sheep, but veterinarians are
brought in to castrate the
horses because the process
is more dif�icult.
“Horses are very different
from cattle,” McKinley said.
“You have to sedate horses
for castration, and it’s a surgical, intensive procedure.
With cattle and sheep, it’s
just a small incision.”
McKinley said the best
part of the class was becoming familiar with animals
she previously had not had
experience with.

“My favorite part was
learning about the cattle and
sheep,” McKinley said. “I’ve
had horses my whole life, so
that wasn’t too interesting
for me, but learning to work
with cattle was really fun.
It’s dif�icult, so it was more
of a challenge, and that was
fun for all of us.”
Glenn Wehner, instructor
of the bovine classes, said
these hands-on experiences
can help agricultural science
majors succeed after they
leave Truman.
“All the work with the
animals is done by students,”
Wehner
said.
“We’ve heard from many
of our students when they
come back that, whether
they’ve gone to veterinary
school, graduate school
or the workplace, in most
cases they have a lot more
hands-on experience than
their contemporaries, so
that gives them a leg-up.”

and food products in addition to beer and liquor, but Westport operates primarily as a liquor store. “It would affect my business greatly,” said Jared Mullen, owner of Westport Package Store. “It would hurt us if they shut us down for the four days. It would hurt the employees not
having any work for a few days.”Westport employees are trained to ask for identification when selling liquor, Mullen said, but mistakes still happen.“If my employees make a mistake, they make a mistake,” Mullen said. “In that case, we had an elderly gentleman who had years of
experience. ... The guy checked the ID — he put on his glasses and looked at it. He did what he was supposed to do, ... he just misread that particular ID.”Mullen said that since the incident, the guilty employee has left Westport.“In the six years since I’ve been here we’ve only had it
happen a few times when the liquor association sets up these stings,” Mullen said. “We understand the complexity of selling to minors. We don’t want to sell to minors. That’s not what we’re here for.”Although a suspended liquor license might damage a vendor’s business, some consumers are not concerned by a potential closure.“I’m 21, there are other places I can buy,” said senior Amy Jones. “If I was a minor trying to buy all the time, it might matter, though.”Both Ayerco 30 Convenience Store and Pick-A-Dilly Convenience Store declined to comment.
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Properties Available
for May and August Lease
Variety of Apartments from
Studio/1-Bedroom to 5-Bedrooms
For available properties visit our website at
www.KirksvillePropertyManagement.com
or call 660.665.6380
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