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Men nab fourth
at Springfield
Bulldogs post
low round of the
tournament

round of the tournament with a
1-over-par 72 on Day 2. He finished fifth overall and first for
Truman. Kovach finished tied for
seventh place with rounds of 77
BY Brent Foster
and 80. Junior Vincent Kurth finAssistant Sports Editor
ished tied for 16th with rounds of
82 and 79.
It was Bentzinger’s highest
Sometimes it’s not about how
finish since he took third at the
you start, but how you finish.
The men’s golf team battled Bulldog classic in September.
Co-head coach Tythrough cold temler Madsen said he
peratures, rain, wet
was glad to see Bentzcourse
conditions
inger perform well
and wind during the
“We let the
at a non-conference
opening round of the
weather get to
meet. He said one of
Illinois-Springfield
us a little bit the
the goals this spring
Invite on Sunday.
The conditions hamfirst day, but the was for Bentzinger
to do better during
pered Bulldog golfsecond day we
the non-conference
ers enough that only
put that behind
meets in the spring
junior Chris Kovach
than he did in the fall.
broke 80.
us and played
But after the shaky
our game like we During the fall, he
finished tied for third
start and poor weathcan.”
and 14th at the two
er conditions, the
conference
meets
Bulldogs found their
Vincent Kurth
but finished 57th and
stroke Monday with
Junior
41st at the non-cona
tournament-low
ference meets.
round of 310 to take
“The
non-confourth place out of 12
ference events was
teams in their first
tournament of the spring. Truman where we wanted to challenge
shaved 18 strokes off its first round him to pick it up a little bit,” Madscore, tied for the highest improve- sen said.
Madsen said he was happy with
ment of any team in the field.
It was the team’s highest finish how the team performed because
since a fourth-place finish at last the team has had limited practice
because of weather and course
season’s MIAA Championships.
Rockhurst University won the conditions, and many of the teams
tournament and was eight strokes at this tournament had either
ahead of the Bulldogs. Truman was competed at tournaments before
or had taken trips south to play.
the only MIAA school at the invite.
“Coming into the first tournaSophomore Nik Bentzinger
bounced back from an 83 in the ment of the year, you never know
first round to turn in the low what to expect,” Madsen said.

“We really only had a week of
practice. … I’m very happy with
this tournament for the team.”
Madsen said he’d like to see
the team improve on its putting
before its next tournament, noting the Bulldogs were just four
shots out of second place. Bentzinger agreed with Madsen. He
said he made a few long putts
early but missed several short
putts throughout the tournament
that cost him precious strokes.
Others competing for Truman
included freshman Alex Kay, who
finished 45th with rounds of 86,
87, and junior Andy Herrington,
tied for 50th with rounds of 85,
79. Truman’s 628 total was the
lowest since the Bulldog Classic
in April, which is completed at
the Kirksville Country Club, Truman’s home course.
Kurth said the team improved
so much from the first to second
day because it stayed focused after the rough first day.
“We let the weather get to us
a little bit the first day, but the
second day we put that behind us
and played our game like we can,”
Kurth said.
The off-and-on rain and 20
mph wind affected the entire
field. Eight schools improved
their scores in the second round,
and no player finished any round
under par.
“We did OK the first day and
held it together,” Kurth said. “I
thought the second day, especially
with the weather, we really played
to our potential and did better
than our expectations and showed
people what we were capable of.”
Bentzinger said poor weather con-
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Sophomore Nick Bentzinger looks on after putting during the Bulldog
Classic last fall. Bentzinger finished fifth at the Illinois Springfield Invite.
ditions, especially the wind, forced
him to adjust his swing accordingly.
“You have to club up if the
wind’s in your face and club
down if it’s behind your back,”
Bentzinger said.
Madsen said he was especially

pleased because there were quality Div. II teams there.
The Bulldogs hit the course
again Monday and Tuesday at the
Western Illinois Invite in Macomb,
Ill., where the Bulldogs will face
several Div. I schools.

Lawson leads team in first tourney
Team uses Invite to
prepare for Bulldog
Classic

was really kind of a farce.
But it is what it is.”
Despite
not
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against competition, the
weekend was not a total loss
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Senior Krystal Limsiaco
before going that one team
was not going to be there said she wished the invite
but did not know the entire was more competitive but
field would not show up. He that there were positives to
said he expected the host the situation.
“It would have been nice
UIS to at least have a team
to have a lot more competito play but they did not.
“It was a letdown I think tion out there, and it would
mentally,” Lesseig said. “It have definitely helped us a
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Junior Jen Lawson prepares to chip during the Bulldog
Classic last spring. Lawson has won her last two tournaments.
lot more in the long run for
the season and what not,
but it was also good practice for us,” Limsiaco said.

Junior Jen Lawson had
the low score for Truman
with two rounds of 82. She
defeated Limsiaco by one

stroke. Sophomore Jessica
Schepker finished third.
It was Lawson’s second
straight individual title. She
took first at the Avilla (Kan.)
Invitational in October, the final
tournament of the fall season.
“Everybody had stretches of holes that they played
very well,” Lesseig said.
“They also had stretches
of holes that they’d like
to forget. But that usually
happens. What we need to
do is just be a lot more consistent overall.”
The weather played a
factor in the team’s performance Sunday. With
rain, wet course conditions
and a 20 mph wind, it was
tough for golfers to get
comfortable.
Lesseig said he hopes
weather conditions don’t
force players to have to adjust their swing but said it
happens sometimes, especially when hitting into the
wind. He said one hole was
downwind, and the next
hole was into the wind,
making it tricky for golfers
to adjust on the first day.
“You really, really have to
concentrate on hitting it solid,” Lesseig said. “If you hit it
solid, the wind will affect it,
but not nearly as much if you
catch it just a little off the toe
or off the heel.”

Despite the lack of competition at Springfield, the
invite gave golfers a chance
to see what areas they need
to work on. He said he really wants to see the golfers
work on their short game
this week, noting that some
players had more than 40
putts per round.
“That’s way too many
putts,” Lesseig said. “You’re
upset usually if you’re at
36, which is two putts a
green. You’ve got to hit a lot
of greens.”
The Bulldogs have just
three competitive tournaments before the MIAA
Championships. The Bulldogs return to action Saturday and Sunday in the
Truman Bulldog Classic
at the Kirksville Country Club. Lesseig said that
even though there was no
competition this week, he
doesn’t think it will affect
the team at this weekend’s
classic. He said playing at
home will help because the
team is used to the course
and how it plays.
“It gets to be more intense when you’re playing
other people, but you’ve
still got to play the course,”
Lesseig said. “The other
people are just there. It’s
always just you against the
course.

Vista Heights Apartments
Now Leasing

Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Used cars & trucks for sale
Complete Automotive Service & Repair
-Computer Diagnostic & -Air Conditioning Service
Scanning Capabilities -2 & 4 Wheel Alignments
-Engine & Transmission -Tires and Wheels.
Repairs
-Towing Service
-Brakes, Exhaust, etc... -Pick-up and Delivery
-Interstate Battery Dealer
All Major Brands!
Mention this ad & receive:
A free tire rotation with oil
change & service

1 and 2 Bedroom Apartments for the
2010-2011 School Year
May or August move in dates available
•On site 24 hour laundry
•On site manager
•On site maintenance with 24 hour on call services
•Off street parking
•Recently updated units
•Free daily shuttle to Truman Campus
•Clean and quiet living
For more information visit our website at vistaheightsapts.com

For availability and showing appointments call
Kelli Nigh at 665-9224 or 626-3914

