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New local grocer
plans to open store
By Lisa Kucharski

Staff Reporter

Customer support has been growing for the Near & Far Downtown
Grocery Store which will finally open
for public sales the week of Aug. 23.
Owner Steve Salt said more customers join the Grocery Co-op every
day, and it has helped the store. The
Co-op includes an up-front payment
of $495 to the store. The customers
who choose to do this get their first
$50 of groceries each month free for
a year and a 10 percent discount off
any purchase for the year. Salt has
been able to open the store because
of the co-op.
“I am very pleased that a lot of
people are joining,” Salt said. “It’s really a win-win situation. [The customers] help us get started, and we help
them get low-cost groceries later.”
Salt said it’s not only the special
discounts that make it an attractive
place to shop but also the store’s location. At 111 S. Franklin St., the store is
situated just off the square. Salt said
the store is a short walk for students at
Truman and is convenient for downtown residents.
“I think it’s going to offer something unique,” manager Leland Lay
said. “It has a little bit of everything
— providing a convenient source for
people in the downtown area and a
market for the local farmers.”
This market for local farmers is
what makes the Near & Far Grocery
Store different from stores like Hyvee
and Wal-Mart. Salt said the store is
not looking to compete with the big
grocery stores. Instead it focuses on
locally-produced foods that are purchased directly from nearby farmers.
The purpose is to stay away from the
modern store atmosphere and instead
create a fun and friendly shopping experience with an old-time feel.
“We’re trying to keep an old-fashioned theme,” Lay said. “A place where
you can know your grocer personally.”
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Electrical
problem causes
small fire in BNB
No injuries occur from
electrical storage.
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Top: Owner Steve Salt and manager Leland Lay prepare to open the store.
Bottom: Lay admires some produce already set up in the store.

Lay said the store will cater to the
needs of many different people. The
store sells fruits, vegetables, herbs
and meat purchased from local farms.
It also offers general products such as
canned goods and ethnic foods. Lay
said international food sources will
appeal to the immigrant community,
and the store also buys from the same
food sources used by the Amish and
Mennonite communities.

Along with a variety of food choices, Salt said he plans to incorporate
cooking classes and a library of cookbooks to the store.
“We want it to be a functional
experience as well as a place to buy
your food,” Salt said.
Salt said he looks forward to
opening to the public and to the
grand opening for the grocery store
the week of Sept. 13.
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“This could happen with any panel had been in place for at
electrical panel anywhere, even least 15 years, and there’s other
in someone’s home,” Gardner panels just like it in that building
said. “We hope to have it re- that we haven’t had any trouble
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Gardner named Director of Residence Life
Gardner has a list of things to
get done this year, starting with
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With a higher number of stu- renovations went as planned, givdents in the residence halls this ing Gardner an item to check off
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new Director of Residence Life.
Gardner already helped to imHe has been involved in student prove Residence Life fees for many
affairs and housing for five years students this semester. In January,
and served as the assistant direc- $100 discounts off housing were
tor last year.
offered to 700 students and two
When
Andrea
students were ranO’Brien, the predomly selected to
vious
director,
receive free housstepped down last
ing for the fall. Since
“He knows his
September, Gardner
fees are
stuff and yet is still housing
filled in as an interraised
minimally
willing to learn. We each year and inim Director in April.
He went through
creased 3 percent
may experience
the interview proyear, Gardner
some changes, but this
cess and was selectsaid he thought
they will be good
ed to become the
these
discounts
new director.
were very beneficial
ones.”
As the assistant
to students.
last year, some of
“We’re
pretty
Victoria Bradley
Gardner’s responStudent Adviser
self-sustaining and
sibilities included
not getting state
overseeing
Misfunding [for houssouri Hall, Blanton,
ing] impacts us,”
Nason and Brewer halls and West Gardner said. “We try to keep
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this year and he wants to make sure
Truman is providing the best experience to students that it can.
“The biggest thing for me is
to have conversations with students about their living situations,” Gardner said. “I’m always
interested in hearing what students have to say.”
Student advisers who have
worked with Gardner said they
know of his commitment to Residence Life. 2010 Truman graduate
Caleb Forrest had the opportunity
to work with Gardner for the past
two years as a student adviser.
“Truman’s Residence Life has
wonderful people working for it,
and John Gardner is the perfect
man to run such an awesome organization,” Forrest said. “He is
dedicated and truly has the students’ intentions and lives at the
forefront of his daily activities.”
Like Gardner, Student Adviser
Victoria Bradley said her favorite part about Residence Life is
interacting with students. She is
starting her second year as an
SA. Bradley said she is excited
and looks forward to what Gardner will bring to Residence Life
this year.
“He is very responsible and
approachable,” Bradley said. “I
expect a lot of great things to
happen. He knows his stuff and
yet is still willing to learn. We
may experience some changes,
but they will be good ones.”

Vista Heights Apartments
Now Leasing

1 and 2 Bedroom Apartments for the
2011-2012 School Year
May or August move in dates available
•On site 24 hour laundry
•On site manager
•On site maintenance with 24 hour on call services
•Off street parking
•Recently updated units
•Free daily shuttle to Truman Campus
•Clean and quiet living
For more information visit our website at vistaheightsapts.com

For availability and showing appointments call
Kelli Nigh at 665-9224 or 626-3914
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John Gardner was named the Director of the Office of Residence Life in June.

