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Students
eulogize
smoke

Thursday, April 21, 2011

Students protest
smoking on campus
with funeral

and that this is often especially true at Truman.
“Some people kind of fault
younger people today because they would say they’re
not activists, that they don’t
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Submitted photo
Students carry coffin holding tobacco while marching to the Student Union Building as a part of an experimental
social movement put on by the Social Movements class.
Poyner. “And I went to Louisiana State University and
was a bit familiar with some
of the jazz tradition in Louisiana, so I felt the jazz funeral
might be fun as well.”
Senior Xander Winkel
is one of the students in
Poyner’s class who participated in the jazz funeral.
Winkel said dancing and
singing as part of the procession was his favorite part of
the event.
While he said he was excited about the parade, he is
not as enthusiastic about the

idea of a complete smoking
ban on campus.
“I like the idea that there
should be limits,” Winkel
said. The big thing that we
were pushing is having a
smoking space in between
buildings. You walk outside
one of the dorms, especially
in cold weather, and you have
people smoking right there.”
Freshman Briana Bonner attended the funeral after Poyner urged her Public
Speaking class to attend.
Bonner said that although
she received extra credit for

coming, she would have participated regardless.
The event contained
personal meaning for her,
she said.
“We all gave a little word
about how tobacco has affected our life,” Bonner said.
“For example, my friend,
she smokes and I really
want her to stop. Everybody
had different affects.”
For Bonner, tobacco is
a topic that is important
to society, but is not adequately addressed.
“People say ‘Oh, you

smoke — that’s bad for your
health,’ but that’s about it,
so to see a movement happening I think this a good
start,” Bonner said.
The funeral of tobacco
hasn’t killed smoking on
campus yet. The Board of
Governors official policy for
campus, which goes into effect beginning August 2011,
allows smoking on campus
as long as it is 25 feet away
from buildings. While their
celebration of death might
be premature, their cause is
alive and fighting.

DRAG seeks to support students
Students intend to form
new organization to
support LGBTQ students
Charundi Panagoda

Staff Reporter

When sophomore Natalie
Green was in high school, her
friend was bullied every day because she was openly lesbian.
People insulted her and vandalized her car and parents threw
her out of the house. After witnessing her friend’s predicament,
Green realized the importance
of helping lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and queer students
coming out to families.
Green met with psychology
professor Sherri Palmer with an
idea for a student organization
that helps friends, families and
LGBTQ students cope with coming out. Palmer has had years
of experience helping students
come out and for six years, she

was the local contact for the na- port group dedicated to helping
tional organization, Parents, LGBTQ students, their families
Families and Friends of Lesbians and allies.
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approval process to become a student organization this fall. There
are concerns about over lap with
PRISM, the campus gay-straight
alliance. Palmer said DRAG will
not be as sociopolitically focused
as PRISM and will be more of a
support group.
“Some groups have had trouble
getting status as an organization
on campus because if they are in
any way related to gay issues,”
Palmer said. “The powers that be
see we already have PRISM, so
why do we need more gay things?”
“But, we certainly have multiple
religious organizations on campus,
and [DRAG] is not going to overlap
with things that go on in PRISM.”
DRAG plans on working with
University Counseling Services
and the Women’s Resource Center to provide support. Green said
DRAG hopes to teach members
what terms like queer, bisexual,
transsexual, transgender and
homophobic really mean. They
intend to distribute information
through websites and the WRC

and UCS libraries for LGBTQ issues, how to deal with reactions,
how to talk to friends, how to deal
with bullying and how to talk to
queer-identified children for parents.
Palmer said there are many supportive allies at Truman for LGBTQ
issues. People have begun to come
out to the meetings and events
more often in recent years because
of increased openness at least on
campuses, Hoth said. Truman’s
campus is open-minded, but there
still are incredulous stares directed
at LGBTQ students for being different, Green said.
“The thing I get most is people
want to just talk about it,” Palmer
said. “If they’ve had a hard time
with their families, they like to
just talk about it, and know that
there are adults out there that
care about them. Such a cliché
right now to say it gets better, but
I do think as hard as things are
in this country right now, things
are starting to move towards the
‘getting better’ in the future.”

