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Wrestling goes
1-2 for weekend
By Garrett Fritch

Staff Reporter

The Bulldogs set out to defend their
home mat last weekend in the MIAA duals.
The visiting schools included No.15
Fort Hays’ State University, Lindenwood
University and the University of Central
Missouri. It would be the final day of wrestling for some of the seniors and the Bulldogs would finish the quadrangle 1-2 with
a dual win against rival Central Missouri.
Head coach David Schutter said the win
against Central Missouri was a big win for
the team.
“It’s been a while since we’ve beaten
them and even longer than we have beaten them [in Kirksville],” Schutter said.
The first dual of the day for the Bulldogs was against Fort Hays.
Two top 10 wrestlers met on the mat
when Truman State sophomore Ryan
Maus, ranked No. 6 at 149 pounds, wrestled No. 2 sophomore Mitchell Means of
Fort Hays. Maus fell behind early during
the match 4-2, but managed to come back
and tie it at four.
The match went into overtime where
Maus again fell behind, but as time ran
out, he was able to get a two-point reversal to tie the match. The first 30-second
tiebreaker went scoreless, as Maus was
unable to escape Means. During the final
tiebreaker Maus scored a near fall to win
the match 9-6.
“This proves that I’m right up there
with [the high-ranked wrestlers],” Maus
said. “It should give me the confidence to
do some big things at nationals.”

Schutter said Maus’ win against Means
establishes him as one of the elite wrestlers in the country and should move him
up in the national rankings.
The Bulldogs only picked up one more
win during the dual. It came from redshirt
freshman Helmut Rentschler in a 7-2 win
against Fort Hays senior Aaron Bersheidt.
The next dual of the day was against
Lindenwood. Many of the Bulldogs’ regulars did not wrestle during the Lindenwood dual. Truman’s only points came
from two walkover victories from Rentschler and redshirt senior Warren Galloway.
The last dual of the day for the Bulldogs
was against the University of Central Missouri Mules. The Bulldogs would lose the
opening match of this dual as freshman Tyler Schilson was pinned late in the match.
Schilson held the lead when the pin came.
The Mules then forfeited three straight
matches to give the Bulldogs an 18-6 lead
in the dual.
Sophomore
Devon
Fenstermaker
picked up a 4-0 win against his Mule opponent. Fenstermaker was the only Bulldog
to wrestle and win, as the rest of the wins
against UCM came from forfeit.
“We’re learning, we’re putting ourselves in position, but we’re not putting
it all together,” Schutter said. “But you can
see some of our better kids are starting to
get there.”
Despite the losses, Schutter said he was
excited about the progress some of his
wrestlers have made this season.
“I thought [redshirt freshman] Dan
Karlksin in the 133-pound match against
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Junior Alex Maus, top, and freshman Tyler Schilson wrestle last week during
practice. The Bulldogs finished the season with a 3-12 record in dual matches.
Hays wrestled well,” Schutter said. “That’s
the first time Dan has gone the whole
match without getting pinned. I was really
proud of Dan. He’s someone who’s stuck
with it and kept getting better.”

Truman finishes their season with a
dual match record of 3-12. The Bulldogs
will not wrestle again until the NCAA Div.
II Midwest Super Regional on Feb. 24 and
25 located in Edmond, Okla.

Jenkot leads in and out of pool
By Tyler Poe

Staff Reporter

Truman State womens senior
swim captain Jessica Jenkot is
a consistent leader for Truman
athletics, whether she’s racing
through the water during a swimming meet or leading a meeting in
a classroom.
A four-time All-American, Jenkot
is a leader for her team and for the
Student Athlete Advisory Committee, or SAAC, at Truman.
SAAC is a national organization comprised of representatives from each respective sport
created to give athletes a voice
in the community. Jenkot said
SAAC’s primary focus is to give
back to the Kirksville community through various fundraising events during the school
year. SAAC president, top men’s
swimmer, Jerod Simek, said Jenkot has transferred her leadership skills as a swimmer to SAAC
by remaining organized, dedicated, and focused on tasks at
hand.
Former SAAC President Dave
Scott created one event, Basics
for Bulldogs, last year. It gives
children in the Kirksville area
a chance to play their favorite
sports with some of Truman’s
top athletes. The event is March
25 in Pershing Arena. Last year’s
event had 24 participants and
Jenkot said she hopes to see
even more this time. She said
her favorite part of the event is
the interaction the athletes have
with children in the community.
“We bring more to the Truman community than just our
performance on the field, court,

or pool,” Jenkot said.
Assistant Athletic Director Linda
Anderson is the faculty adviser for
the group and said she has noticed
a difference in Jenkot’s leadership
skills since joining the organization.
Anderson said Jenkot’s dedication
to fundraising for the community
really has emerged during the last
year when she and other SAAC
members raised more than $1,600
for the Kirksville area food bank and
more than 320 pounds of canned
food items.
Jenkot said her SAAC involvement with SAAC almost
never began. She initially joined
the organization when her
roommate began taking a night
class two years ago and asked
her to sit in for her. Since then,
Jenkot hasn’t missed a meeting
and is an SAAC executive board
member as well as the organization’s secretary and treasurer.
Anderson said the experience
has helped Jenkot grow into the
vocal leader she is.
“Her experience with SAAC
has really given her the chance
to apply her leadership skills to
all areas of her life,” Anderson
said.
In the pool, Jenkot has been
just as dedicated. When Jenkot
arrived at Truman during 2008,
she decided to swim because
she said she didn’t live up to
her potential during her high
school years at Carl Sandburg
High in Illinois. Jenkot said her
primary focus always has been
to be the best she can be and
to swim as fast as she can before her career at Truman ends.
Four All-American honors later,
Jenkot has yet to be satisfied.
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Senior Jessica Jenkot swims during practice this week. Jenkot has qualified for the NCAA Championship in six different events during her Truman career.
Jenkot said she is doing everything in her power to improve both her time and her
teammates’ performances for
the 2012 NSISC Championships
in Cleveland, Miss. Jenkot said
her leadership role has varied
from those in the past because
she leads by example and dedication rather than intimidation.
“We want to encourage young
swimmers to get better because
they want to be the best, not to have
them try hard just because they are
afraid of us,” Jenkot said.
Next week, Jenkot will compete
individually in the 50-meter freestyle, the 100-meter freestyle, the
100-meter breaststroke and possibly the 100-meter backstroke at
the New South Intercollegiate Swim
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Conference in Cleveland, Miss. Her
coaches are deciding which three
events she will compete in for NCAA
Div. II qualifying during practice this
week.
“I want to earn an A cut,” Jenkot said, “In the past it was if you
got an A-cut you advance to nationals but now with the heightened A cut line only two or three
people get automatic qualifiers
for Nationals instead of 10to
15.”
Since the 2010 season, Div.
II has competed in the same
manner as both Div. I and Div.
III schools, which sets an A-cut
time based on last year’s top
results. Jenkot also will have a
chance to qualify for the NCAA
Div. II National Championships

with her relay team events,
which include the 200-meter
freestyle relay, the 200-medley
relay, the 400-meter freestyle
relay and the 400-meter medley relay.
Whatever happens in the
coming weeks, Jenkot said her
focus is just on the moment and
doing what she can while she is
here. After graduation in May,
Jenkot hopes to pursue a career
in the Peace Corp. and to teach
and travel in Europe. With her
last season coming to a close,
Jenkot said her time left is bittersweet.
“It’s exciting and very scary,”
Jenkot said. “If it doesn’t go as
planned I just want to be able to
say that I gave it all I could.”

