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RIVALRYl Northwest Missouri State and Truman will compete tonight for the Old Hickory Stick
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The 2001 Bulldogs celebrate after defeating the Bearcats in Maryville, 24-23. Alumnus quarterback Eric Howe and the ’Dogs came from behind to defeat their
rivals snapping a 41-game MIAA win streak.
Continued from Page 15
-ference win streak and were

picked to finish No. one in the
MIAA this season in the preseason coaches and media
polls.
A Bearcat 41-game conference win streak was ended
in 2001, the last time Truman beat Northwest. Alumnus quarterback Eric Howe
rushed into the corner of the
end zone at Bearcat Stadium
in Maryville, with fewer than
two minutes left to give the
Bulldogs a 24-23 win.
Truman will have a new
quarterback tonight. Senior
J.B. Clark officially was named
the starter this past weekend
after taking the majority of
the snaps with the starters
during training camp.
Clark said even when playing
at 1AA Lehigh University [Pa.]
he had heard of Northwest’s
reputation and said they will
present a challenge for him at
the line of scrimmage as he tries
to read the defense.
“The toughest thing they
do is vary their coverage,”
Clark said. “They jump into
man [defense] and they disguise it very well. But we’ve
got a great game plan coming
in. We’ve seen a bunch of film
and we like where we are at
right now.”
Rushing four defenders
traditionally has been a part
of Northwest’s game schemes,
which will give Truman’s relatively young offensive line the
chance to prove itself.
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junior Brian Miller will both
start for Northwest as receivers.
“The receiving core in
general is probably, arguably the best receiving core
in the league,” Nesbitt said.
“They’ve got a nice collection of ability at that position and then certainly Jake
[Soy], two years ago had
a break out season. Set an
MIAA and I think national
record for touchdown catches in a year.”
Soy said he and the
Bearcats cannot read into preseason rankings and expectation but instead have to focus
on playing good football.
“Our coaches make a
huge deal of [the rivalry],”
Soy said. “They make sure
everybody else knows how
big of a deal it is. I think if
you actually look at the re-

cord [Truman] has won it
more times than we have.
So you know, they always
keep that in our minds. It is
the first game of the season.
We’re going to take them
as if we’re playing anybody
else in the league.”
This season is the first for
Northwest under new head
coach Adam Dorrel. Former
coach Mel Tjeerdsma retired
after the 2010-11 season with
an overall record of 242-82-4
and three NCAA Div. II national championships. Tjeerdsma
had been the head coach in
Maryville since 1994.
Tjeerdsma’s replacement
Scott Bostwick died of a heart
attack June 5, six months after being promoted from defensive coordinator to head
coach.
Soy said he thinks that as
a young coach Dorrel will be
ready to deal with the pressure of the MIAA.
“I think he is going to bring
some different things to the
table,” Soy said. “He’s a young
coach. He’s excited and I think
we are too.”
Nesbitt said that on paper
the MIAA is the most balanced
it has been in years and he
thinks his team’s performance
against the Bearcats will serve
as a barometer for the Bulldog’s progress as a program.
“[The Old Hickory Stick]
does mean something to us,”
Nesbitt said. “It certainly did
when I played in the ‘70s,
when we coached in the ‘90s,
it does right now [to my
players] so maybe we can
steal it back.”

Courtesy Photo

The Old Hickory Stick originated in 1930 when Northwest Missouri State University president U.W. Lamkin sent a 30 inch long piece of hickory he found on a
farm near Maryville, Mo. where then-president Eugene Fair had grown up. The history of the stick is inscribed on its end.

Chariton Valley Association
We Are Growing!
New Program Development

Kirksville Property Management LLC

The Properties
HousingAvailable
Source in
for May and August Lease
Kirksville
Variety of Apartments from

Studio/1-Bedroom to 5-Bedrooms

Visit us at 106 E. Washington,
www.KirksvillePropertyManagement.com,
For available properties visit our website at
or call 660.665.6380
www.KirksvillePropertyManagement.com
or call 660.665.6380

Now Hiring
Part-time and Full-time
Direct Support Professionals

Want to be part of a growing, vibrant, quality organization?
All shifts available: Evenings, Nights, Weekends
Starting Pay: $8.50/hour plus shift differential for
evenings, nights & weekends

Must be self-motivated and have an interest
in persons with disabilities
Apply in person at Chariton Valley Association
1905 South High, Kirksville, MO 63501
Or print out an application at
www.charitonvalley.org

