
Index

Thursday, September 29, 20114
Editorial

www.trumanindex.com

Students devote about 15 
hours a week to classes, leav-
ing 153 hours a week open 
to choices. After homework, 
some are involved in campus 
organizations or have outside 
jobs. Others veg on the couch 
watching TV. Truman State 
needs to make a bigger effort 
to get students involved in 
the community to use those 
extra hours to improve their 
temporary home. 

Community service, while 
important everywhere, espe-
cially is vital in Adair County 
where 23 percent of residents 
have an income below the 
poverty level, according to the 
2010 census. 

Volunteering does not have 
to be a struggle. In fact, it can 
reinforce les-
sons learned 
in the 
classroom, 
so not only 
would the 
community 
be benefiting 
but students 
could learn 
practical 
skills for 
their future 
career.  

The 
Health Ac-
tion Center opened last Friday 
in Milan, Mo., and Hablantes 
Unidos, a student organization 
that provides English tutoring 
to Hispanic immigrants in the 
area, will assist in translating 
medical forms and informa-
tion at doctor appointments 
(see story, page 1). Many of 
these student volunteers are 
Spanish majors or minors, and 
this encourages them to speak 
and understand the language 
in real life situations. The 
Milan residents also will have 
more efficient access to medi-
cal information. It’s a win-win 
situation. 

Other examples of major-
specific volunteer work exist 
as well. Beta Alpha Psi, an 
international scholastic and 

professional organization for 
Financial Information Profes-
sionals, provides free tax help 
to students and community 
members every tax season. 
Beta Beta Beta, a biology 
organization, hosts a “Sci-
ence on Saturday” event once 
a semester to get local kids 
excited about science.  

We think the University 
should require students to 
perform at least 20 hours of 
community service that relates 
to their major. Requiring 
service hours is not a new idea 
— many high schools require 
up to 100 or more to graduate. 

This might sound like 
another hoop to jump through, 
but that’s only five hours each 
year of college. For this to 

work, each 
departments 
would have 
to help pro-
vide students 
with these 
opportuni-
ties. 

For 
example, 
agriculture 
students 
could volun-
teer to work 
with local 
farmers or 

give horseback riding lessons 
to Kirksville youth. Commu-
nication students could help a 
small, local business improve 
its marketing campaign or 
help high school students 
produce a school newspaper. 
MAE students could join 
Campus Pals to begin working 
with children before they enter 
the classroom. The opportuni-
ties are endless.

Many major-specific 
extra curricular organizations 
already exist, but they must 
become more involved in the 
community. Whether we view 
Kirksville as “our” commu-
nity, for at least four years, it 
is our home. Make it the best 
possible, and maybe even 
learn a little along the way.  

University should 
encourage major-
specific volunteering
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Truman needs to 
make a bigger 

effort to get 
students

 involved in the 
community to 

use those extra 
hours for good. 

The headline on page 8 for the unrelated spread of the rape victims in the Sept. 22 edition of the Index was wrong. It said it was a 9/11 vigil when the 
photos were actually of a tent sponsored by the Women’s Resource Center to raise awareness of survivors of sexual abuse. The online PDF is correct.
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