Senior Maggi Schutte
bounces back from a
series of injuries
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Mosquera follows dream
Playing Bulldog football helps
senior Will Mosquera fulfill
childhood dreams
By Kirk Schlueter

Freshman
players
contribute
Volleyball’s new players make
a difference for the Bulldogs
on the court

Staff Reporter

Senior running back Will Mosquera
still vividly remembers the day he met
head coach Gregg Nesbitt — it was the
day during the 2010 offseason when
Mosquera stepped into Nesbitt’s office
to ask to be let back on the football team.
“My heart was beating,” Mosquera
said. “I had never spoken with him, never talked with him or anything like that
… I just went in there with an open heart
and open mind and spoke my heart and
just told him I really wanted to play.”
For Mosquera, football had been a
constant presence since he was a child.
His childhood dream, he said, like so
many other young boys, was to play professional football in the NFL. He said the
first professional player he can remember watching was Detroit Lions running
back Barry Sanders which Mosquera
said was probably one reason he himself became a running back.
Mosquera soon ended up at Truman
State, by which time he had developed
into a running back with a style Nesbitt
called physically punishing, as well as
a resilience crucial to the running back
position.
“[Being a running back is] unbelievably tough,” Nesbitt said. “The ball attracts bad guys.”
Senior safety Richie Schumacher said
Mosquera is a back who can be counted
on to get “the hard yards” during plays,
but his skills definitely are not one-sided.
“At the same time, he’s got speed and
the moves, so he can make people miss
if he needs to,” Schumacher said. “You
never know if he’s going to try to make
you miss or if he’s going to try to run
you over, which makes it pretty tough as
a defender.”
But for some time after his arrival
at Truman, Mosquera’s future as a running back seemed in jeopardy. During
his freshman season he was suspended
from the football team following a series of violations of team rules and receiving a ticket for driving without a
license. For the first time since he was
nine years old, Will Mosquera found
himself without football.
“It was kind of scary, kind of iffy,” he
said. “It kind of changed my life. I tried
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By Meredith Kusky

Staff Reporter
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Senior running back Will Mosquera prepares to take a handoff during practice
Friday. Mosquera has 48 carries, totaling 206 yards, and four touchdowns this year.
to take a different outlook.”
He said he stayed in shape during
the offseason by taking a weight training class and working out on his own.
Then Nesbitt became head coach, and
Mosquera went to his office to plead his
case to be allowed back into Truman
State football.
“I think a new coaching staff gave
the opportunity for a fresh start,” Nesbitt said. “What impressed me was the
humility of the kid … When you talk to
a person of authority, there’s going to

be a certain anxiety level. He did a really good job with it, obviously, or we
wouldn’t have given him that second
shot.”
Mosquera was allowed to rejoin the
team. Almost immediately, he said, his
goal became to earn the respect of the
coaching staff that had let him back in
the game. He said his new motto in life
and in football was accountability.
“I feel like [accountability is] one of
the more important aspects of football
Please see FOOTBALL, Page 17

Seven players for the Truman State volleyball team experienced the transition from
high school athletes to intercollegiate athletes this fall.
Four of the seven freshman this year have
not only pushed through the transition, but
are now playing significant roles on the court
for the Bulldogs, said Ben Briney, head volleyball coach.
“You never know about freshmen because you never know how they’re going to
adjust,” Briney said. “That’s always the question with any freshman. How quick are they
going to adjust to the college game to make
that impact?”
On the court, the new players are seeing
playing time and producing, but Briney said
there’s work to be done off the court too.
“They each have their own distinct little
personalities,” Briney said. “It’s fun because
you get to know somebody in the recruiting
process and kind of see part of their personality … it’s a lot of fun to see that and see how
they fit into the goofiness that is our team.”
Freshman Ali Patterson has the third
highest amount of kills for the team with 71.
Patterson played volleyball at Lee’s Summit
High School in Lee’s Summit, Mo. as a middle
blocker. Due to injuries on the team, she has
had to transition to an outside hitter.
Freshman Abby Heise from Jacksonville,
Ill has recorded a .212 hitting percentage
this season.
“It’s at a lot faster pace than what I was
used to in high school,” Heise said. “Coming
into this I had to speed up my game a little
bit.”
So far this season Heise has nine aces and
29 digs in addition to her 68 kills.
“I wasn’t expecting [to get the starting
spot] I just came in with the mind set that
I’m going to work my hardest to try to get
the starting spot,” Heise said. “Going into it
thinking you have it doesn’t inspire you to
work hard.”
In the 16 sets freshman Sidney King has
played this season, the 5-foot-5-inch libero
has 22 digs for the ‘Dogs. During high school
Please see VOLLEYBALL, Page 17

Goalkeeper shows her dominance
By Tyler Poe

Staff Reporter

Junior goalkeeper Emily Bozdeck was named MIAA Player
of the Week for her defensive
dominance on the soccer field
this week and will look to extend
her shutout streak to six games
when the Bulldogs take on Central Oklahoma tomorrow in Edmond, Ok.
Bozdeck leads the MIAA in
shutouts and has allowed only
two scores out of 50 shots on
goal this season. Bozdeck said
she doesn’t spend time dwelling
on the streak as Truman heads
into the bulk of the MIAA season.
Bozdeck said the team is focused
on winning any way they can, but

said everyone wants the streak to refused, but was later convinced
continue. Bozdeck said she read- by her father to just go in and
have fun.
ily acknowledges
During that first
she is a dominant
game, Bozdeck said
player, and she isn’t
her father encourshying away from
aged her from the
the spotlight.
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her coach at the
time, told her she had to go in. answers the bell when tested in
Bozdeck said she immediately big moments and they may only

get that one opportunity each
game, but if I am confident in my
ability, then I would be successful.”
Bozdeck spent her first year at
Truman as a redshirt and quickly learned she had to wait her
turn for a chance to start on the
team loaded with talent, which
included Jayne Grisham, the
team’s longtime starting goaltender. Bozdeck said she knew she
would have an opportunity her
senior year, but even she didn’t
expect to become captain her
first year as a starter.
Bozdeck’s roommate, senior
forward Olivia Hayes, said Bozdeck has overcome more adversity than most along her way to
the top of the MIAA. Hayes said

Success deserves recognition

By Sam Sherman

Truman Media Network Sports Director

It was an odd feeling for everyone Saturday night after the Bulldogs
football team defeated an unimpressive Northwestern Oklahoma State
team 63-21 to go 3-0 for the first time
since 1994. As the players greeted their
families and fans filed out of Stokes
Stadium, I came to a realization that
I never thought I’d reach — I’m actually emotionally involved with how this
football team does.
Even before I attended classes at
Truman State, I always heard how bad
the football team was. It was almost like
the culture surrounding the University
was that the Bulldogs were going to
be the laughingstock of the MIAA and
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to not pay any attention to athletics,
because in the end it didn’t matter.
Despite what I heard, I joined the
Index sports staff and started writing
about the same Truman sports I had
been told nobody cared about. Eventually, I took the football beat, and I had
the pleasure of working with head
coach Gregg Nesbitt and numerous
players. As I learned more about the
team, the players and the conference,
I started to believe in a team not many
people would give a second glance.
Now the team I’ve been writing
about for two years finally has a shot.
They’re undefeated after three games,
yet the bad-mouthing of the program by
students and faculty still is prevalent in
Truman culture. To all those people
Please see RECOGNITION, Page 17

Commentary

Bozdeck has had to learn to become a fully confident leader on
the field and overcome some major obstacles off of the field.
In the spring of 2012, Bozdeck
suffered a broken leg in her first
team practice as the team’s number one goaltender. Hayes said
during the next several months
Bozdeck faced struggles to overcome rehabilitation while maintaining a positive outlook for the
fall.
“Emily had to overcome a lot
during last spring,” Hayes said.
“She knew she would be the starter in the fall so [her injury] was
a major setback. Even then, she
was never deterred and never got
down on herself. She was right
Please see BOZDECK, Page 17

Dear readers,

Welcome to the new sports section. We’ve decided to redo the way
we approach reporting sports. From
now on, we will have more features
to give you the most interesting
stories about athletes, coaches and
Truman sports trends. For results of
recent sporting events, the Bulldog
Breakdown and a calendar of this
week’s upcoming sporting events,
please see page 16.
This section, and this newspaper,
is a constant work in progress, so
please give us your feedback and
comments so we can serve you.
Thank you,

SAM SHERMAN

Kathleen Barbosa
Editor-in-Chief
index.editor@gmail.com
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