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TMN Staff Writer

Last weekend, the Truman State men’s basket-
ball team had its eight-game win streak snapped
with back-to-back losse. In their first two games
of the spring semester, the Bulldogs fell to No. 9
ranked Bellarmine University on Thursday and the
University of Southern Indiana two days later.

The Bulldogs jumped to an 8-2 lead within the first
two minutes of the game against the Screaming Eagles
of Southern Indiana. However, Southern Indiana gained
the lead and kept it for the remainder of the game.

Redshirt junior guard Dwight Sistrunk Jr. had
five assists for 20 minutes of playtime during the
Bulldogs’ 81-64 loss against the Screaming Ea-
gles. Sistrunk said it is difficult for a team to win
on the road because there are a lot of additional
factors that can drain the athletes’ energy, such
as the long bus ride and getting prepared in an
unfamiliar location. Sistrunk said the Bulldogs
went up against some of the toughest competi-
tion they’ve faced all year and he said the biggest
contributor to the loss against USI was the lull in
the Bulldogs’ performance during the first half.
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Sistrunk said the team has a lot of strengths that
were important factors in its past victories, and
the players hope to continue to use those strengths
throughout the rest of the season. He said the ‘Dogs
are close to the top of the league in their turnover
ratio, and they do a good job of keeping the flow
of the game going, staying mobile on offense and
making sure to get inside the paint. Sistrunk said
this week will be a good week for recovery.

“I’m new to the team, but I'm sure we’ll bounce
back,” Sistrunk said. “We have a game coming
up this Thursday, and at least another ten more
games. We just have to make sure we are ready
for them.”

Head Coach Chris Foster said there’s a lot the
Bulldogs can learn from last week’s losses.

“We're going to watch those two games again
and compare them to how we performed as a team
during those eight games,” Foster said. “After we
go over them, we're going to go back to practice
and go over some of the fundamentals we didn’t
execute so well over the weekend.”

Foster said games this week against the Univer-
sity of Missouri-St. Louis and Maryville University
will be great chances for the Bulldogs to get back
into the swing of things.

Foster said getting back on the winning track
starts with practice. He said the Bulldogs’ best bet
is to get back on the practice court and regain the
confidence that drove them before facing two loss-
es in a row.

“But for sure, the team’s going to bounce back,”
Foster said. “The team has great balance in sharing
the ball. T know we’ve got six guys who average
between eight and 12 points a game, and that bal-
ance makes us tough to defend.”

Foster said the team is one of the leaders in the
nation in terms of taking care of the ball. He said
they also force a lot of turnovers and take good
shots — things that can make it easier for an of-
fense to run. He said the ‘Dogs just need to do
what they did during their eight-game streak —
get dialed-in on offense and defense during prac-
tice and carry that attitude into games.

The Bulldogs fell behind during the first half
against Southern Indiana, 32-19. Although the of-
fense managed to score 45 points during the sec-
ond half, the Bulldogs lost 81-64. The ‘Dogs made
24 of 64 field goal attempts on the night.

Redshirt sophomore forward Connor Lusso said
being better prepared would have helped the team
during the weekend. Lusso said the Bulldogs faced
two really good teams, but he said that shouldn’t
write off Truman’s performance as a fluke. Lusso
said their best bet is to go over the basics — block-
ing out, rotating on defense, and the like. How-
ever, Lusso said the Bulldogs have many opportu-
nities to recover.

“Most other teams have only one star player they

focus the ball on, but I know we have a bunch of
guys who contribute evenly to the team, and that
makes it a lot harder to guard us,” Lusso said.
“... So if someone’s having an off night, everyone
else can easily pick up the slack and step it up. Af-
ter break, we had a bunch of really great practices
where all the guys competed and everyone was do-
ing well.”

The Bulldogs’ conference record dropped to 4-3,
landing them in third place in the GLVC West. Tru-
man will face the University of Missouri-St. Louis
at 7:30 p.m. tonight in Pershing Arena and will
host Maryville at 3 p.m. Saturday.
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the 2016-2017 year. WE have lofts,
townhouse, duplexes multi-unit and
single homes available. WE offer 1,
2, 3, and 4 bedroom units. All are
walking distance to campus. Con-
temporary styles with hardwood
floors, custom cabinets, washers
and dryers, central heat and air and
off street private parking. WE have
maintence staff on call 24/7/365.
For more information or to set an
appointment call 660-956-0969,
visit our web site and WEspaces.net
or come by or office at 111 North
Main, Suite 106.

2BR 2BA townhouse with office/3rd
BR one block from TSU. Remod-
eled with refinished hardwood
floors. All appliances including
stackable wd/dw and stainless steel

diately or second semester. $400.
319/530/7393.

Alumni owned rental home. Reno-
vated 3 bedroom, 1 bath, detached
garage, washer/dryer, newer fur-
nace, a/c. Rent $650. Non-smok-
ing. No pets. Agent/Owner, Kathy,
314-494-4188.

Bedroom available in 2 person
apartment close to Truman campus,
Dec. 15th 2015-May 15th 2016.
Rent is $200 a month. Contact
Julianna Fellows, 314-583-4236,
jmf7887@truman.edu

FOR RENT: 7 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath,
and 3 livng rooms available for
school year 2016-2017. Call or text
660-341-1805.




