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Throwback Thursday: Breaking world records

TOP

This week, we took a look at Truman State University’s past attempts to
break world records.
Truman hosted its first annual Guinness Olympics where it sent letters to
high schools, business and social organizations inviting them to send teams to
participate in a variety of events, according to the Oct. 9, 1975 issue.
“The events have been divided into two major groups: 1) Gastronomical,
and 2) Students and miscellaneous. The gastronomical division includes all
eating records ... The stunts and miscellaneous division include gymnastics,
band marathon, racing records, etc,” according to the Oct. 9 1975 issue.
The event was hosted in conjunction with the United Way Fund Campaign in
Kirksville and had a 50 cent entry fee to go toward the United Way, an organization
whose mission to aid in the improvement of communities worldwide.
The Guinness Olympics was renamed Wreckathon, according to the Oct. 30,
1975 issue.
“The purpose of the Wreckathon is to try to break as many records as we
can from out of the Guinness Book of World Records and to aid the United
Way fund drive that is in operation in Kirksville now,” according to the Oct.
30, 1975 issue.
At the time, the records that would be challenged were the world’s Frisbee
throwing record, the crawling record and coin snatching record in the stunts
and miscellaneous category. The records challenged at the time were not listed
in the article. In the gastronomic events category, there was a baked beans
record of eating 1,823 cold beans one by one with a toothpick in 30 minutes
and eating 20 or more hotdogs in 4:47.
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Local Election
Topics to Know

Know your people. This year offers
the opportunity to have a say in both
state and local positions. Research the
candidates so you are making a choice
you are comfortable with because
these people will directly impact your
life while in Kirksville.

Understand Proposition A and
Constitutional Amendment 3, because
they both discuss a similar issue — an
increase on cigarette tax. Do not get
them confused. Research what each
implicates so you can make sure your
votes agree with each other.

“The Record Wreckathon will begin at midnight today with the Frisbee
marathon event to be held in Kirk Gym,” according to the Nov. 6, 1975 issue.
The crawling event began Nov. 8 and had three contestants trying to beat
the record 6.46 miles. The gastronomical events were to take place in the Kirk
Building where “there will be people trying to eat more grapes, hot dogs, beans
and donuts in less time than the people who hold the present records have.”
Also, “three girls are going to try to set an original record of carrying a book on
their head for the longest amount of time.” Another event was a penny snatch
“where a person must stack pennies on his elbow and snatch them away with
the same hand. The present record is 37.” It was not stated whether they were
successful in their attempts.
Students even attempted breaking records involving music, according to the
March 25, 1976 issue.
The American Music Marathon was an attempt to break the current record
for the longest music marathon, which at the time was 50 hours.
“The marathon, sponsored by Sigma Alpha Iota (SAI), women’s music
fraternity, will be held in Recital Hall […] It will last approximately 60 hours
... The marathon will consist of ‘almost anything,’ including instrumental and
vocal solos and duets. The only requirement for the marathon is the applicants
must play American music.”
Again, there was no statement of whether the attempt was successful or not.
Even if we aren’t sure if the records were broken, we recognize the vigor of
attempting to break so many, and we know at least one record will be broken
starting next year — Truman celebrating 150 years of existence.
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As a voter, you should be aware
of Constitutional Amendment 6
because it concerns whether
voters will need to bring ID to
future elections.

For voters who care about the environment, you should be aware of Constitutional Amendment 1 because it pertains
to funds used to maintain state parks
and historic sites. As Kirksville contains
a state park, all students should educate
themselves on this issue.

Constitutional Amendment 2 addresses the issue of contributions made to
support candidates during elections, in
the capacity of establishing campaign
contribution limits. Because this will affect local government costs, Kirksville
voters should take the time to understand this amendment.

Now Renting

Visit early for best selection!

Voted “Best Apartment Complex”
Kirksville Apartment Rentals

Kirksville Daily Express Readers Choice Awards

• 1,2, 3, 4 & 5
bedrooms
• Several floorplan
options to choose
from (while they last)
• Across the street
from campus!

“White Apartments”
& other close locations
660-627-2060
Apply Online
www.TheWhiteApartments.com

Serving Fresh, Local Food & Drinks

With food made from scratch, our menu features locally-raised beef & pork.
We also use local produce as much as possible.
Wednesday
- Saturday
Wednesday
& Thursday
5-9 p.m.
5
9
p.m.
Friday & Saturday 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sunday Brunch Buffet 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Featuring made from scratch fried chicken, biscuits & gravy, blueberry
pancakes, breakfast casserole, fresh fruit & salad, homemade pastries and
much more!
Check out out on Facebook for our daily specials.
Reservations required for parties of 7 or more.
202 S. Hwy 63, Greentop, MO
www.sebrees.com
660-949-2130

Want to advertise with TMN? Contact us at
(636) 675 - 5182
advertising.trumanmedia@gmail.com

Be the first to live in this completely
remodeled 4-5 bedroom 2BA home
one block from campus. Refinished
hardwoods, screened porch, stainless
steel appliances, including front loading
washer and dryer. Very spacious with
pottery barn paint scheme. Available
now or May 2017. 319-530-7393
Available May 16, 2017 $900/month
112 E. Buchanan 4 bedroom/2 bath charming home, covered front porch,
central air/heat, washer/dryer, and lawn
maintenance 660-341-8538.
Available June 1, 2017 $750/month 606
W. Friedman 3 bedroom/2 bath - large
backyard, central air/heat, washer/
dryer, and lawn maintenance 660-3418538.
FOR RENT: Now leasing for 2017-2018
School Year. Apartment on the square

offering 3 bedrooms, 2 baths. $750.00
per month plus deposit. No smoking or
pets. Available May 1, 2017. Range &
Refrigerator included. For more information call 660-341-1786.
FOR RENT: Now leasing for 2017-2018
School Year. Apartment just off the
square offering 4 bedrooms, 1 bath.
$1,000.00 per month plus deposit. No
smoking or pets. Available May 1, 2017.
Range and Refrigerator included. For
more information call 660-341-1786.
Now Renting for 2016-2017: White
Apartments and other great locations.
One to Five bedrooms. Visit www.
TheWhiteApartments.com to submit
online or call 660-627-2060.
Apartment for next semester! One to
three persons. Special offer. Call
660-627-2060.

